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No, L 


/w nr„ v ® ir G - tfi Sir Edward Mey*—(Hkceived January 4, 190S ) 

(No, 899,) 3 J 

utyvtj £ ■ . Perti > 27 , 1808 , 

\MlrL reference to previous correspondence on Armenian affairs, I have the 

honour to report tlrnt, judging by lie information Supplied by His Majosiy’s f'ommk 
ilu' local authortties stout to bo doing their bill with the means at their*dispn-ml id 
■ iimltinate the general mnditum of tilings, Tkoro is; of course, i#> subsltmtial no mv 
improvement, Hit (lie old abuses complained of by the Armenians, w\\fc]i unv In- . ! 
Iff 1 W tefl by t-'L* authorities, appear to fflivc ceasi.il hi great part. Mis AI mi-m ■, 1 Vhv- 
, JlHul at has seiiL for a number of the Kurdish C'liiefs in t.hnt vilayet and warned 

. . Ui Item lawless acts against their Armenian follows... ,■ Tub- 

aih-mjHs have m nmf Cases hm miido to restore to. Armenians villages and property 
Hiki'Ji Ii-i>m them at the tijlie of i he massacres. The Kurds, however, though v illi'- : u, 
iiH'dinate their violence towards the Armenians, are reJuclaul (•> djj&gurge ihr r. .-ih ( ,f 
thru past dopredntions, and the local authorities, though apparently willing are not 
y°‘ <**“6 enough 1° enforce restitution. Sonic of ilio extreme Tflahiuilusts at Van 
wi-iv null Hied 1o insisi on Llip complete r, si oration lo Armenians of all r,«,ni>m s- -iartl 
J ! c 111 hhv past, Mis Majesty’s \ icedConsul lms| however, used his inilm-nn it- 

dijpuule tljto from a course which is not only impossible of realisation, ..Mil 

provoke the Kurds lo serious acts of violence, 

On the ^presentations of the Armenian Patriarchs here, it bass hm\ decided by 
i hr title lodisjiah'l: a special hcfbfhiOemmispon to deal with this ddieale malir i The 
{ nui mission is furlJii r to he invested with i-owcrs to dismiss dishonest, or iiieaiiipelmtr 
'I n 1,1 s j lo seembai. die Hamidib officers are not lo hold civil employ T |., ink a r ye in 
pieumt the < hiefs of the irihal Kurds from exacting' from Armenians-contrilunions 
??:» apart From tile tnxos'duo by them lo I he Stale, and to relieve the famine-striokon 
'V s1 ! 1 l ’? 8 q ,r 1 ief; iy» 1 'V the re mission t if a r red rs <. f taxes. The mem bo rs of ihh 
t om mission have been appointed by the Porto, but have resigned, partly on the prt text 
Uuil, during die long and severe winter In those regions, where fuMive months i|. r 
country is under snow, and where even t-Be main mhos arc barely kept open, ii umjld 
y impossible for them to do any senoua work, but in;grout pari, 1 mmfjtot, because 
they are convinced of the hopelessness of attempting lo remedy in as hIhh'I a firm as i . 
expected I he necum uhued evils of the past thirty years of atrocious misgoverning a it in 
'be provinces inhabited by^Kurds and Armenians. The Armenian Patriarch him, I 


^ will ho able to see tu, or report orv the urgent steps necessnrv for the relief of ihe 
ureas suffering from famine. 

l ids latter question_ sgprtiB For the moment much more important than any 
administrative reorganisation* Reports from various qunrtcrK show the t xisteiier ill 

vm h 


c-n 
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various districts, a* Ihe result of had hdiprcsts and pt-st roiUfwlrmii[strati' m t of scarcity 1 
buj'rJi ring on famine, ami this despite the incredibly low standard of living, In many 
placer El h people, ami ! the rigours of winter, arts practically without bread, clothing, 
ru 1 i. and am retjjjivd loculi ng roots or the fodder of their animals, The distrioUf 
most MTcHi-d ara Kliimis, .Muh]j, and other portions of the Lillis Vilayet-, IItijiu and 
Zoiturt iu tin- north of i lie Vilayets of Aleppo and Adana, and also regions round 
f it-.. n-iL. Enrol;i''iri‘ who have visited Eoihb of these places describe lhi: scenes as 
h.’JLir (■■■jidiug. The Snldiift Porte has ordered t5l),Q0QL to he put at the disposal of 
tie Agricultural Prink for the purchase of seed for the spring, hot lids will nut help 
the siarving inhabitants tu lido over the winter. The Arnerjan laissitmaiai’S have 
addi- sod appeals lo charitable friends and Societies in Europe and the Armenian 
<'■ aim line*, holli is tAniulaiitmupijb and other parts oj the Empire, are raising -uh- 
scriptidTibi, bm their means are quite inadequate lo enable thorn lo cope with the 
situui t m. Hie objeel is tu relieve flit- fiufFeters, who have just beci) freed by the intro¬ 
duction of a liberal regime, from the grinding oppression of the old order of things, 
and i help them through the winter, a her which it is exported that, through their 
natn ;I habit- oj ■ il)cii■ ly, thrift, arid industry, they will become self-auppi^rlmg an I bi 
in a ; I'iisii in enjoy tin- benefits oi llie new md more hopeful cbpdiljp'ri* in Turkey. 

Von may. Sir, drink il well U\ make known the contents of the hirti-r half of ihis 
dj’Sfja ■ i 'i i m soni'i in cm hors of the *' l'Vi"itd> ol' Armenia" or other sii,eh diaidalilc 
Socie t Eos, 

The bulk of the buninc-sTrickcn population is Arnauiiiiir, In it many Mahouinjedan 
v i!l i:are ullccterl, and any money hu Wad bee I would of eoursi he devr?i/d n. die 
mb' : if hr uifei r '■ i - without distinction ..f race or creed. 1'iuler (In old regime-ft 
• ■ mu a in dr iljuu was at rimes hilt tu utreinpEitig relief, as die ubslrwH ion and liipadity 
ul loll I . Ilieials pmvenlud il. in great purl from reachiag (In- vielims. ntier rite new 

<‘und.it nts diis apprehension need not lie injtorlmiiod, ibougli it might he hot tor r-lmt 
ml i-nprm i diould In.' a m E.lirongh iion-ollreial rbunnek Such as tin 1 luisei lillil rick. 

1 have, ifcu. 

(Signed) GERA if I) LOWTII IS1L 


| 33I! Sfl.2. 

SiV G. Louithpr in Sir ttdvwrrf Grey.—{lieceived January !■, iSJQth) 

(Nil. sna.) 

Sir, Pe r«'» December 2!i), liltJfh 

VI I'Ll reference tu my despatch No. “ft 2 of the fitli ultimo, ! Iieivei the honour 
l'ii iijsmit ftf' row i III copy of a despatch from 11 i^. IdajeslyA Consul-Crone ml al Deiront, 
forwarding. translation >»I' t\ telegram iiilrlressnd iu t.he GoveniOr-Gi.-neral of the 
Lehanim hy tin 1 Minister of the Interior stating that the Lebanon lilts no rigid lo 
clrdn.mtlaws . (hat it is subject tn the geuerrd laws of the timpirc whteh have no 
euiuu elum with the privileges, and il must therefore have deputies to assist in the 
elnbmvitimi of these taws, 

Tir Minister nf die Interior in Tortus me, however, that us llie L'niisl ifutUm is 
applicidde la die I'rivih'ged iTovinees 1 ' aw well us ihe other viluyels, the Lehnuoii 
being il l'ri^ilegful Province ' can semi DepuLes In ParliammU., hill that Llie botie 
has no intention of altering die privileged character ol' the Lebanon without f.hc 
consent of the Powers cioneerived, 

J have, Sec. 

(Signed) > GERARD LOWTl 11 ] It. 


Ineloaiirc 1 in No. r i. 

Consul-Genera! Cumberbatch to Sir G. Lou'ihvr. 

(No, 110.) 

Sir, Btirouii December 15, 100S. 

MATH refetenec to my despatch No, 77 of the 30th Oetober, and lo previous 
1 ‘o.riv- pimdenei■ on the subject of PavlEaimuiUvry mprastndation in the Lebanon, l have 
the honour Lo forward herewith iron slut ion of a telegram, dated tins 10th irmunit, 
addressed to the (lt>veHior-General nf Mould Lebanon by the Minister of the Interior, 
in which !d'- Excellency communicates a decision oC the Council of State ns Lo the 



Tight of tho inhabitants of Mount Lebanon to send Deputiou Lo the Ottoman 
Parliament. 

Thin telegram has been eomir.iinieatcd by the Govornor-Qmveral to Ehe 
Kaimrdiumsjmrt puldklmd m the local pafViirs yesterday. 

Your Excellency will notice that, though allusion "is marie to the £l Privileges M 
of the Lehaunn, il is uni clearly staled whether dw will Im- aircded bv Lhc repre¬ 
sentation nf l his province hi lie Ottoman Parliament 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) II, A. CUA1 bElUlATCff. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 2* 

Utv Minister of the init-rior to (iovejnor-Gau'rtfl of Mount Lfhiuion. 
(Translation.) 

(Telegi .i i'hic.) kffvt'titht'y 5 J 7 , {December HI. HKtiS). 

'Id i dabn ration of laws is one oi ihe capital att.rilnitinns of the Pai'liameni, luu 

wd li i' 'grird tn Lhc .Competence whidi C lie Lebanon has in viruin of its 11 reghuin'ut. 

is a mere pvivih'ge whirli eonenrns the aflmihistrati m. The Leliamm has no rigdil 
lo elahrirate laws; il is subject, to the general law? of the umpire, which have no 
eom|dhm with the said privileges, and it must Lhcrefurr La If e pari in Lhe ..■hburatmn 
oi the said laws. 

rad wlieims this mode of procedure is bmietieial Lo the Li-baisest:, the (' an i-il of 
^laic liave found it necessary l ha I lie- loeal authorities there sfuuil.I take llie in-cififsjin 
measures for llie ■ Tnsfl i«>n oi liepmtes. ■ in ■ Ijidxuiuii being an integral pan m I hr 
Imperial lioruinions and jimvlnces, the inhulutanta luwfiig Lite right :ls Wl-|.I ris 
mi"'r Ottimvan subject* in mm.! D'putics In Ikrltamenl. those otnojigHt thi Mti'i 
inhahitants wlto might wisii tn partleipale in the said Piirliatmml van beueitl U\ ihat 
legal i-ighL. 

I have therefore, in compliance iviLh Mm tiraiul Daev's order, wl.ii-h k linked on 
E.lie decision of the Council of State, to mmmumeute Er> you |,h( a bore. 


[3341 No. :h 

Sir G. Lojviher to Sir Edwurd Grnj, {Rect'ivwi Jumuiry j-, 15 ) 01 ),) 

(No. S9B.) 

PerW h fhn-mher 1 ± 0 , MJOs. 

M ITU reference to m\ desphtcli No. LJnO of the S)tii Oetuber. iri which I n\\u rted 
that I had jm-Urueted Mr. Slifrasiinii lo hsr his influemiu with a view hi putting a -Iup 
Lo the extortions praelkod by llie Kurdish Lti.hu farmers In ihe Sanjak of lihlis, [ 
have Lho liuQonr to Lransinit herewith copy os' jt despatch from Mr Sai’raslinn stating 
that lii.- represental ions have met with ri eeriain measure of sureess, 

-Mr, Safra*tl:ui srates that. Aril', tvlio w!b guilty of Ihe murder of an Armenian 

ill Sept ember last, has .. . Immght lo jiisuct\ iiud Ihe taji-celleetoi-, A L( .. win- 

was responsible for ill-treating sotm: o| tin: villnguus, l.itu) liccit dismissed in eousetjiimiec 
nf Ali' H Safrastiim's representation*. 

Mr. Shipley states tlnU Ihe above Jiction is alt ihe more salt* the lory it 

fiiunteracts the impression existing among Lite Armenian* Hint, old abuses ViII he 
allowed fo continue in spite of the Constitution. 

I luivc* Ac. 

(Signed) GERALD LOWTl I EH. 


hidesure 1 in No. T 


Consul Shipley to Sir G. Lowther. 

(No. m y 

Erjtt'rOun r, December li, liltJh, 

J m E the honour to report to you v Excellency that I dull eoi^munlejUi-d to 
^lr. Safrtustian the Hubs Lance of your B^ceHwcy'a despatch of the 3rd October last 
°’ } Ibyl Subject oi the extortions practised hy llie Lvurdish titlu; farmers in ihe Manjak 
of milk, suggesting to him at the stone time that, in bringing the mutter tu ihe, 
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iio#? 'of the Governor-Genera! of that vilayet Sic mkht point, out to the lattaF in a 
friendly way that interest was lie tug taken In the question at Constantinople* reporting 
tu me subsequently what steps,, if any, should have been taken by his Excellency to 
put a stop to the abuses complained of. 

[ have now the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith the copies of a 
despatch which I have received from Mr. Safrastmn* by winch It will be mm that 
the representations made by the latter have met with a certain measure of success, 
inasmuch ns Arif, the person guilty of the murder of the Dabnyaak Armenian, under 
di-cumstat lugs reported in hh despatch of the Slh September last* has been brought 
in justice, while the tax-collector AJi EiTemli, whose gross ill-treatment of the 
Armenian villagers of Zjggg in Aklilat was also bid be lore the Governor-General 
hy M r. Sufmfcian, has heeii dismissed from ofllce. The action taken by his Excellency 
i! the above eases is, I venture to submit, the more satisfactory eis it can hardly fail 
fc (jouutemgt to some extent the impression which* according to Mr. §iftas£iati T s 
previous despatches, appears to ho prevalent among the Armenians of his district 
tbit, notwithstanding the Constitution, the old abuses will by allowed to go on 
unchecked, 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) IL &. SHIPLEY 


Indusnre 2 in No. 3, 

Mr. Safrasiinn to Consul Shipley. 

^ ^ Bitlw, November 23, 1GQS. 

i l 1 reference to your despatch of the 23rd October last, informing me oj' 
tbr desire ol‘ Ills Majesty's Ambassador to try to nut a stop to the extortions practised 
h' Kurdish tithe tanners in this district, I have the honour to report I brought the 
licit ter to Hie notice of liotftuul Fash a, the new' Governor-General bore, hiving special 
-■icss o ;l the case of the murijr of the Habavank Ai-jmmian, as referred to m my 
despatch of the Sth September last 

Alter sonic time of study, Iris Excellency informed the that the Kurd tab tlt.be 
* 'niters hail misbehaved indeed, and that he would cause the uni) of the above- 
mentioned mu rite r to ho hurried. Since the steps which 1 have taken, the nil nesses 
tetve been listened to, and, although the judicial proceedings ap not yd finished, 
ilicrc is every hope lo tdieve that the murdercr Arif will be condemned to fifteen 
years* imprisonment. 

A month ago liie Armenians of Zigag, village hi Akhlat, complained to me that 
no certain Ali Fffondr, the tax-gjdicetor of their village, hod ill-treated the villagers, 
heal tag men Find ivqmen, cursing tl|eir religion and the Constitution* &e. p when even 
1 h-- villagers had enough money in their hands to pay their taxes, i informed the 
Vali of Ibis outragerui-i misconduct of tlm tax-collector, who was called here by the 
funner and discharged uf ofllce. The Vtili further dated that he would cause 

the tax-collector Alt to In: punished, submitting his case to the Courts, Such partial 
prosecutions will probably have more or As effect on the mind or Kurdish 

population. With the end of the harvest season end also such misdeeds of Kurdish 
lit lie farmers. 

!t is, however* to he hoped that the approaching meeting of the Turkish 

V irliameiii will attend in the present defective system of tanning of tithes, which 

i: is neon one of the vr||ng abuses. of the old Administration* replacing it by :s 
reasonable and jusl melted of n&sainont of tithes, 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) A, S. SAFEAST.TAN. 
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No. U 


India Offirr to Foreign Office ,— (literire,! January S,) 


i'll V 1 niter-Sec rebuy of Slate for India presents. Iiis compliments to the Under- 
Swi-oLtiry of State for Foreign Affairs* and, by direction of Viscount Atorlcy, forwards 


. 111 ‘ 
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herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of indoaures in a letter 
from jdie Foreign Secretary In the Government of India dated the 2Q£h November, 
relative to 1110 navigation of the Tigris above Bagdad by British vessels, 

India Office, January 7, 1909? 


Inclosure 1 in No, 4. 

lAeiiienfint-Colonel lltimsay to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 

Bagdad^ November 2, I 90B, 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for ilic information of the Gover]uncut of India, 
a copy id my despatch dated L.liu 2nd November, JGOS* vvliich I have addressed to 
Ilia Britannic Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. 

2, The last reference to this subject is your tetter dated the 23rd ilpril, 19OS. 

I have, fee. 

(Signed) J. HAM SAY, Political Resident 

in Turkish Arabia^ mid IJix Britannic Majesttfa 
Consul General, Bagdad' 


Indus are 2 in No. -L 


(Confidential) 

Sir, 


Luaitcmtnl-Coiorii-t Ramsay to Sir G, Lowther. 


Haddad. November 2 ItlTlfl. 



opportunity "of irrigating the Tigris above Bagdad/ 

2, 11 may perhaps Bare misunderstand Engs and confusion in the future if 
venture to pi dot. oul licit Mr; Barclayitasputedi appears to in ontj way claim more 
than was just!Eteri by my llcpi?it, and in nuothoi 1 way less than might have l>een 
claused. 

A referent to my despatch No. 115 of the Kith October, 1907, will show that 



Mr; Bnrchiy’s despatch may be quoted as mil hoiking Lynch 3 * steamers lo go above 
Kagditd, This is the direction in which I think that tin- wording of Mr. Barclay’* 
despatch ewers perhaps more than was intended. 

! Mi ink that a reference to my despatch of the lflih October will also show that 
tin- arguments in favour, of claiming the right to take our armed vessels above 
Bagdad on the Tigris also apply to hiking thorn where w please oil fhr rivors of 
.Mesopotamia, mticular stress was hid on our right to go above Ihigdad on the 
Tigris, because that was the right that had been sjiecftillv clfttlloiiged by the Turkish 
Governmcul, 

3. i\k Higltocss the Mir of Khairpur, a native Chief of India, is now on his 
way to Bagdad, lie has chartered the steam-ship " Illume Lynch " Per liisjoumny* 
and ho is anxious that this vessel-should take liim to Katllumuin, which in about 
h miles ahoy© Bagdad by river, On the 31st October ] sen! niy dragoman to sec 
if this could be arranged* and ho happened to get to Lho Serai wheiuhr Administrative 
Consul was sitting. The vilayet is a( present in temporary charge of the Com man dor 
of the VIth Army Cor^ who does not pretend to know anything of political matters* 
but the Mu wan (deputy or assistant) of the Yali at onw saiil that til© “ IJlosso 
Lynch could not 1>u ]dlow r ad aljfcv© .Bagdad mi Less ] woulil give a u'ritten guarantee 
that it should not be considered n precedent. If necessary 1 will submit a separate 
report about this matter. For the purpose of 1 his dqmteh the interesting tact is tlmt 
the Muawan spontaneously suggested as a why out of the diOluultv i!:at 1 should 

‘ 4 c 
















tok& the Mir from Bagdad to Kart hi main in the "Cornet," This is interesting 
showing that the local mjjhotfties, apptjir to Think that I have the unquestioned right 
to go above Bagdad in the ,r Comet," 

I have, &o, 

(Signed) J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political Resident 

in Turkish Arabia, nnd His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul- Gen era h Btiydo d . 


fndosuro 13 in No. 4, 

Litiitenimt-CotQriet Ramsay to Government of India, 

Sir, Bagdad, November 2, 1908. 

I HA AT*) the honour to submit, for the information of the Government of India, 
a copy of my despatch dated the 2nd November, 1008, which I Save addressed to His 
Majesty 1 s Ambassador at Constantinople. 

1 have, &b. 

(Signed) J, RAMSAY, IJeulenani-Colo^lf Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia , and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul- Genera f t Bagdad. 


Inolosure 4 in No. 4-. 

Lieutenant-Colond Ramsay to Sir G. Lowther* 

Sir, Bagdndf November 2, 1008. 

i HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency .that life Highness the Mir of 
Kharipur, a native Chief of India, wished to take the * ! JJtosse Lynch,” which tie had 
chartered from Messrs. Lynch and Co., up to KbadimnEn, which is on the Tigris, 
about 5 miles from Bagdad. The local authorities, while anxious to give the Chief 
every facility, hesitated to allow one of Lynch's steamers lo go above Bagdad, unless i 
expressly stated that it would not he quoted as a precedent 1 have the honour to 
in clone, for your Excellency's id formation, a copy of ihy loiter, And a t rans Lai ioWof 
Ids Excellency the Mali's reply, li will bn seen that, we have arrived at a satisfactory 
sett lenient without raising any question as to Lynch’s rights. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) J. RAMSAY, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia t and I its Britannic Majesty's 
(lapsttl- (-1 t'n e ra t } iitujd r id. 


IndoEinro a hi No. L 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ram say to Vati of Bagdad, 

Sir* Bntjthdf November 1, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform yonr Excellency that'his Highness the Mir of 
Khmrpur, in Sindh, has hired the whole of rhe passenger accfmu no datum tm the 
'* Blnsse Lynch," mid is coming up with u large parly, including ladies. His Highness 
is about SO years of age, and he ls .mining to Ibis country for Hie purpose of making a 
pilgrimage to Mm sue red places. 

2, His Highness is anxious u, go directly do Kadhimaiu in this steamer, hut 
l understand from my native; agent Unit the Turkish local authorities think it their 
rluly to object in Mips on the ground that they do run admit the right of Lynchs 
stcnnuTS to go above Bagdad, 

When any formal claim is mode on behalf of LynchH steamers lI will no doubt 
require discussion belween the Sublime Boric and the Embassy, At present 5 
digged thal, without raising iptestions which can not he dee id eel before his lligliiic& 
arrives, we should avoid all dilheulty and at Hie same Mine do what is possible to 
umet I he wishes of a distinguished t raved lor who has I icon recommended to us by oar 
respective Governments, 

I shall be much obliged if your Excellency will issue orders that facilities arc to 
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Ik> Siren to|U Uidinow to ink. tbe " Mono Lynch " up to ICaiMmuin, and lot mo 
know-that those ordurs have boon issued. In iliis way il.o “ lllosso Lviidi' 1 '’ will ho 
treated .or occasion ns a private vessel of the Mir, who has hired it, ;,m! so nil 
questions regarding Lynch's vessels will he avoided. 

TTW ‘ umllr this <>. f to your Hxcdlency Mr. Gttulnm Ntti 

Elm , v, 3m hastome ahead oi Uis Highness to make rirrangGnumls. [ have received 

hi J wLf 101 "* 1 'v^^/eptesonta1 1 ve asking (hat thirty sowars may he placed at 
h s lfj|lmcss disposal .1 do net know* how far your iCxcellenov can meet his 
m this natter, but I have no doubt that, adequate armngommits will 
ht made to pmtect his Highness and his suite while they are in Turkish Arabia. 


IndoKure G in No, 4. 

E ah of Hag dad (o lAeuicmtnt-Coionel Ramsay, 

<i, r;u .ski lion.) ... BijirfM, A'o4wj|' Ij.ltJs. 

V, ■ l .° your lottor dated tins 1st November, 1908, f hare tin- limimif bi 

M, k flier? a no objection fra the stcsniur* witll Uic .Mir »f Khairpur nnd Ids 

h rn ~\l i ° 50 f 1 - ,," ,, nln!,l 'b :iml ll,nt a suHMcnt number oPsbldicits bare 

Jjeen prepared to escort his Highness, 


I nclosurc 7 in No, 4, 

t IJvntfnanf-Cofonet Ramsay to Government of [iiditi. 

(Cfmlidential.) 

Sir 

1 11AA I. Ike Imnmn- lo submit for the iulcrmatlcm of ihe Govomimml of h u Vn 

".‘-i' '>«'?['» *4 diilnd tlm 2ntl Novembtir. UXJB. wiiMt I lutve u.ldrcnu! i/, 
K Biitftinuu Alajcsty s Amljiissatlur ai. OoiisEaiiiinoplu. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) .1. RAMSAY, Lietitcntint-Colunci, Political'Resident 
ia Turkish An thin, a at Uis Brit a turn Majesty^ 
Consul- Gan vi a ( t Bwjdti <L 


Indohure 8 in No. I, 

^ , Bi&iRiMUt'Colonel Rmnsat/ to Sir C. 1 owther 

{CoimdcntiaL) 

^ TTma^n i . Bagdad, November 2 , J £ 108 . 

.i W ? U V° } Uui ' ri >?y. opipioih tliO rippi-uridiing visit of 

Nt M illiam M il cocks, n> Mesopohitmu, makes it desimhlc that u'c should consider 
Hie question of the I utiire navigation of the rivers of this country for romiiierehif 
l"-l— ■ W« m «!»<»■« fcilitivs froishu often hH 7™ i 

a vam™ would bo a bvi.vlit, and if tiirac is to bo irrigation on a & 

I.r.v rnUbe n unlnw it railway is qoustruOtod: b'or'tlio momone tbo mok 

important questions' appear to me to lie : - 

!?>'? ?. hr J Vi ; Jldll?ll| y iK ' rj] S''i‘idcd to the Senneyeh straiiun-.s ? 

fi'J I f Hie inteiiimn Oi Lie presenit Hovcmmcul to maintain "these eoimexsioim? 
{3.) ft if wit Inn ic i-Bgim, of prmnica! politics to hope for any new eonev^ious 
ha vessels flym- the British (lag on Turkish inhud waters ? 

(4-) Is Li wilhiti Lite region of practical poliliea io raise Ihc question of (he ri-hl 
oMSnt'sh vcfiseh whether by Lynch or other British subjects, to hmivau; M,. 

n Mnhcr o! Ih'tlisli vessels on the rivers of Mesopotamia, or to Use existiN- vessels on 
Hie rivers, except hciwncn Bagdad and Muisorah r ° ° Jl 

hcULL (1) Jiml (2.' I am not in :l position to express an opinion, but l Tiosild hr 

,h ’ 1 ' “ ™W ki - 1 ...«^t.!';?L'a 

, ;■ 1 mu rkditin the opinions expressed above, 1 Udyc the honour to innnWt* 

" M:l lc ‘ r 3t ' V0llI(l ,Je voiisldorei! (Mrable, and possible, to come to spine aTOugemout 



with the Turkish Gorgminciit hy which British S(injects could run steamers flying the 
Turkish flag, i»n the £:<sili1 l* ion (hat the ships shmild bo considered Turkish soil, mid, 
consequently, that dm owners should Ijo considered Turkish subjects in all matters 
(.hat concerned Minn as owners of tin* ships. Tins would only be extending to ships 
intended for exclusive! use in the in land waters of Turkey a principle that already 
exists in cases in which British subjoin owu iiumovabBi property in Turkey, 

3. 1 presume Hint oilier nations would hi; until led to equality of treatment, but it 
need not Hr given until it Eh cirri tried, ami it would he a grdii advantage to m if we 
euuld get permits ini first and actually gist some steamers on the river before our 
foreign rivals had given the mutter their attention.; 

I have, ifec. 

. LIAM HAY, fJeuteiUinhColonet t Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia , and 1-1 is Britannic Majesty*# 

C <J nsu l- G f«i?r« t, f.hijdud. 


Indosuro in No. Cl 


ignn 


Consul-Genera I Vumborbttlch to Sir (l t Load her. 

(No. 03 .) 

t fi Reiroul, December 2^ UKHfc 

WITH refoTento to my despatch No, 00 of iln Loth instant, inclosing iruuslation 
of a telegram from Che Minister of the Interior on the snbjivt bf die right (J f the 
inhabitants of Mount Lebanon to elect Qi-put-iesMo the Or toman Ibriiunimt, E have the 
honour to report Iliac beyond eaushig u curtain amount of ferment in the Leharnui riicI 
hi (he town of JJdrout where most of iho Lebanon are elected, and slightly raidm; 
rhe b.pes of the my few interested champions of frirj lament ary repressentationj (he 
publication of diis decision of tho Council of Suite Juts had no dVeet in altering (he 
popular wish to abstain froth electing represenlalives^ 

Partisans of the Emir Miustaplin Arslan, who is generally credited will, having 
provoked thin, cxpipfeion of opinion on the pul of the Government -which he t 
■wor, streiitirm&ly denii%-ireekoin;d upon (lie'duello coni] liancc hy dm other druse 
Ghiisfs to rlidr wishes^ hut they have failed to bring them over to (heir views, juul, as 
they know they cannot by diffinselvus command '(.In Jlrtigr vole, th«-v have rei"oguiy.ud 
die fulilily of Irving 1 o force* their views beyond the small citelidaf Ibeir famiTy and 
dopemlan.ts. '[’he Kaimakam of the ShouJF, Mir Sliekih Arslan, who is the keenest 
and, owing to his high nEUch] puMdori, most powerful ndvoeate of Ids nude's 
fun nciplcs, kuB a I claim'd from pressing on ihc pivparnlmns for Hunt inn, but, like all 
(he other Katina bums, ho will have to report (p dip hhnvruorA Irneru! dint none of tho 
inhabitants have shown a desire to take* advani.igc of the right accorded to them by 
tiovenmient, 

_ It is also expected that (he Ad mini strn live Council, to which 13pdy itinny pmiesls 
against the teuour of Hilmj Pasha’a telegram hiive been addressed, will pass' a 
licfiolu lion con firming its former declaration as to the unmistakable asson ion on [ho 
Tjurl. r>f dm inhabitants of their decision to abstain I'mm representation in the Ottoman 
ParliamciiL 

I have, &t\ 

(Sighed; II. A. CI'MKElUjATCfL 


Sir G, Loud her to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 11. I00DA 

(No. 00L) 

Hir, Constftntinoplet December 31 IflOS- 

I I [AYE din honour to rcporl that J have received a dijspiteh from IIis Majesty's 
foils li l at ErKm'oiiji liunsniilting a despatch front die Acting Mrilish Vice-Consul at 
Hill m reporting on dm gfjtertil diiiiuion in the Vilayet of Hillis and on the state of the 
country betwoeii liidia mid Er^rrpuui^ to ivliii-h latter plaiou JUr.^tfrasduiL procoodad 
mu Eds way hem on leave of absence, rendered heirasAry hy the state of his healtlL 

Mr. Sal'rasdon does not give a very favourable .account of the situation. During 
the inondis of August and SepleiulHW peace and tmuquillily pi'twailed almost all over 
die vilayet, and hundreds of ptxnesLs were made by Armenians against their Kurdish 
oppressors in th" hupu of gutting hai^k their bud whicli had beau wrotighilly soiled. 
Uwiag,. however, to die ijidill'eretire of the provincial < Iiivenmicnt, die Kurds rcconL- 
nieuced ilieij' oppi'c^iiun, ami in I,lie course of die lust few immilis live Armenians have 
been killed in Kiiisan, two in Didanik, mie in Ykhlnt, ^Ue in Mula^ggrtbaiid Lwu in 
Muslt. The good eETeeL of the I'lvidamsition of the Cojistitutiou has thus,, in 
Mr, Snfrustum's cjpini^ii, been sommvhnt maravd by this Emlilfcrcuee of the local 
uuthoridcH Lo (he eoiU.iuucd nutsuges hy die Kurds: lie ultio states that die opinion 
is gaining -ground, even among Mussulmans, dint without direct European intervention 
the hiLniducdon of niueh-needed reforms is becoming impossible. 

In Ills report of his journey to Era-romn, however, Mr. rfufrastian gives u much 
more favouruljle aceounl of the state of tEie country, lie states that tllo cases of 
up press! on are of an isolated mill ire, and dim Armenians of Mush, Bulanik, and 
A kb lei are enjoying a much greater incus urc of security for their lives and property 
than was I be ease six month & ago. 

Mr. Shipley slates I hat die fact that Mr, Su trust km should be able to report 
improvement in Hulunik mid Abide!, the Armeniiiu inhahirauls of which districts have 
always been peeulitirly exposed (o Kurkiah oppression, is a most eacouraging ieatura 
in the situation. 

The diElkmll ins of forming a ready l.nistwor^hy ujuinion of die condition of ailairs 
in district :i such as those dealt with in this despatch are from die above very apparent, 
Inn, 1 (rust dm .Mr. Siifrasdan'a latest impressions more truly represent the actual fan(s 
dian his first ideas. 

I have, Ae, 

(Signed) ClEflAliD LOWTILEIL 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey,'—{Received January L1.J 

IK* SO 

(Telegraphic.) V, ConsMtinople * January 11, li. 

M OSUL d is turhanees. 

The lighting about which ycu inquire in your telegram No. 31- of the 8th instant, 
hud its origin hi a dispute about a wimjaii-Sji Moslem—which occurred between the 
followers (J Shaikh Stifd of .Kerkuk am] die Mosul trqopa+ TJie N'oLEiblcLs of the latter 
total ..disliked tlm Sheikh, who had inquired cphaiderul# iuHuenee during thu old 
regimo. He and his men were se! upon by ei inol- of MosuIEh, nmS both he and his 
sou, us well us some forty other persons, wore killed. Ny [ittack was tnude on tins 
fdreignere and Christians. Jtciiiforcomenm aro being sent to Mosul to main fa in order. 


[1231] 


Sir G, Lotrthor to Sir Edward Grey*—(Received January 11.) 

(No, L) 

Pcra, January 2, 1D09. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 80S c.[ the 30th December. I bus, 1 ] ]ElV e dm 
humvur to transmit herewith copy of n further despatch from Mis Majesty's Consul- 
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[1545] No* 8, 

IntHa f)$•■<• to Foreign Office* — (Received Sanitary 12.) 

THE liider^ecretiiiy of Slate for Tnciisi presents hiu coiripjim^iiits to tlu: Under- 
gRrrelitrv of State for Foreign Affirira, and, by direction of Yiscmmt Morley, fohvards 
herewith, for the intermutlnn of the Seer-tsUiy. dl Slate, copy c>r cftrresprjudcD'OQ received 
from i he Government of India relative u> affairs at Bagdad. 

India Office, January \ l t 1009, 


inelusiii'o in No, S; 

Lieut ennnl-Cofonel Uumxuy la Governaumi of India, 

gj rj Buy dad, November 2, 1D()$. 

IX rout inijcitInn of my Idler dated the 25th October last, I liayo the boiious' to 
rijpori tlnil lhe excitement in Bagdad has reeded dpwu, imd 1 se£ no humudiate prospect 
of further disturbam-e;:. • . 

ti is said thill. Midinrumml Raish'a, the Acting \ r a1 i, advised the Ntihih and sonic 
of iii<' tnom isriiiv members<■! ihe rmrii unary parly, in polite but unmistakable terms, 
that lip Lid not want to have further disturbances, u§(l that they woubMie likely to 
suitor if there was any (rouble, it is said that in eoneeciiiience of this, the Xakib 
preached in the Slioikli Mosque on tile iniquity 6f aUunking people living under 
Malioniuiedaii protection. It does not mailer whether this story is true, it is-gphorally 

believe A < . 

The Titt-I is that the re an; no dangerously burning questions in Bagdad wllicn 
require careful bundling) what lias been wanting has been it determination on the 
part of the Governor Id be respected and to keep public order. 

J have, nvtj. 

(Signer L) J. RAMSAY, TArukaard-Colonef Pali trial 

RttfttJt. r if in Turkish Arabia* and [f ix Britannia 

Mu ji ixhfit OousttBGeneral, Bagdad* 


[1623] No, 6. 

Tripoli -Hums Anglo-Syrian Railtauj and Tripoli Harbour Improvement Company to Foreign 

O [}hi\—\fricrircd Junuanj 12,) 

tS, Foulis Tenner, Onsloio Gardens , South A ’mainfjton t 
Sir, January 12, JUOSL 

WITH ruff ttiaco !o Foreign <Hliee leilcr of i lie 2 Eli Sep lumber, HK)$, vt rcguihr, 
II now have the honour to submit a copy of the Agreement concluded between the 
British and Syrian group, n&pceliib ihu Tripoli llms Railway arid Harbour Improve- 
i no 11 1 Company. As you pemnve, id to document is wil nessed and slumped by His 
Majesty's Yico-Gojisul at Tlri-ppIL 

2. ’ U is desired to proceed with il.e niwssury slops for securing the Concession 
from ihr Ottoman Oovermneni as soon as possible. 

3. As British Agent, I shall hr gruLeful if you would favour mo with Sir 
G. Bn relay s views upon tho correspoudeuce which I understand Lias already been 
refer red to him, 

■1, i should also he glad lo know if 1 may wmi upon the advice pf His Majesty^ 
Govormiioul, mid upon their support in the necessary steps at Constantinople:. 

A. I again venture to express my eomviel iuii iImt this enterprise, 51 not secured for 
a British Company, will assuredly pziss midor < Leri null control. 

I have, Ac, 

Signed) CIS A ItLES CAM PB ELL, 

Vi a- Admiral (relt red ). 
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IndosurQ in No* D 

Agreement between Sir 0/Campbell rr ml Messrs, Emile Frknger and Co. t London, 

; I the first part, and Ahiwn. Mustafa Eszedinc and Co., Tripoli, Syria, of the 
second purl. 

'■ UAliLMS C'AMl'BELL to bo the British RepTeseulnti ve- aud Agon I, with 
power to ad for the group. 

2. Afmr? r Eniilo Etfaugcr and Co., British bankers and financiers, of 20, Bishops- 
gate wilhin, Cily of London', to he tho bunkers and fiuaneicrs. 

3- Messrs, rVwlitig and Co. lobe ihe head ctmlradors for the Sine. 

■L Abialala [vjsscediiip and Co. to be r he lucid' sub^ontiaeior, ami to act locally 
jointly with the British commuter and agents. 

5. The ]|i.cut that the prohminarEuf? cun hr arrungetl, an Anglo Svrinn C'onipimy 

to ho formed wiili a eupitel of from 350,000/. to IfXl.UtM)/. TIkj propurtigcis in Syria 
and Great IJrtuin to ho piituully agreed upon. 

li. 'Hie name of this OoStpuny to be “The Anglo-Syriau Tripoli lloias Railway 
and Tripoli Harbour Improvement (^inpmiy/ 1 

Messrs. I'anile Lrlangcr and Cu.m send out tin engineer ami aeernintunl to 

sm-vry tlio line and ..otntl<? firraiigemcnts and agreeinciit wiili Messrs, Lb//.cdino 

tmd C'J. Oil the sj i^t. il Messrs. E'AKedina agree to the general term* (if lltin Agrivmcm. 
Sir Miarles. Campbell Lo obtain tlm Gbilce'ssiort from th<j Titvkish (Iovorninent, a ss i&tctl 
by Messrs, EKKcdine us much as post bio. 


possible. 

(Signed) 


London, January 12, 1 LtQS. 


(Signed) 


EMI LE EULANi! Ell and Co* 

CHARLES CAMPBELL. 

Ah EZZEBiXE .and Co. 


Tripoli, Syria, December 22, 1 LuS. 


(Two witucsscs t signatures follow.) 

1. Ira Harris, Acting Viue-t'imsul at Tripoli, Syria, do declare that the above in 
the true and genuine signature of .M, EKKedhui, nf 'L’ripoli, Syria, signed in my pie^eneo. 

I also cerlify tlm foregoing ssgjiutur^ worn made al the ^lrmi lime, In witiffisi 
whereof 1 have signed my name and, aflixed tli| soul of my olhcu this 22nd day yf 
Deceinbei*, in i.ho year of our Lord 100S* 

(Signed) mV lit A IIABIUS, 

iihs’ BrUannie Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul. 

[Consular stamp.] 


[ 2043 ] 


No. 10. 


lAeuti'mmt-Cafanet Rantsatj to Sir Edward Gretf,^—^Received January Hj, IOUO.) 

(No. X (lommercial.) 

t i Ifntjdnd, December 10 a 1008. 

I HAVE die 1 mooter to fonvnnl, under flying seat, my ietmr da led the 
Iht1 1 iuslitm,, to ihe (Viimnerdid LileRigntierj Bejjartmcnt. nf the Rnurd of t'mdn. 
] am sending it Lhmugli the Foreign Qllito beefueto it deals with tho dredging nf i.ho 
Jjar id the* mouth of llm Shut-ul Aruli, whmh i^ tin doubt a quest ten that itilrrei|te the 
Admiralty. 

-V I ho multor of dredging this bur r when it eoiues lo he fiennu.dy <\\ "UHse'l, will 

perhaps raise iuloniattonsd (pic^fJorsH. of - inlei'esi. The Laud un lit. left nf the 

Xh iMil-Af:il> IVrtiian tenauuy, while tliat on (lie rigid is Turlci- h torrtlory, and thu 
b;ir may, perhaps, lie held In be in Hie high imus. Inside rhi* lau r Lit.- two wlticEi 

will, after tin* bar is ■ l[vdged, lieeume f-'if-, for large oeean-guiug stnamers. 1 'ne nf 
t: esn, Miibannuarah, is a EVrsiaa p nl , and the miher, iSusaondi, is n Turld^h pnrL In 
ihose «■ ire uni s hint shore may be a difficulty in paying for tin- enst uf drudging by any 
forin ^ nf additiimat pull daes, IWiiibly siuun armugbnicnt might hi; conic to. with, 
llm I ui'kish uml l-orsian Guverimieiits, by which we slum Id tiuc.lerUiko Llm dredging in 

' Cepy seat lo tin; ikmet of Tnuln-em the tltk Fill runty, IUOli. 






return for cWk do lie 1<?vii I by :cli- nurl pui 1 lo m on all vessels rntoriflg tinssortih 
and Miihatnnt:\riiU drawing ntfii'f: ill iri ^fi [minted umonnl nf witter. 

Z. I venture to submit dial site qiiesiuoi is one that is worthy of study before St 
becomes urgent, 

I lltlYO, &z* 

(Signed) J H KAMSAY, Lieutiutmt-Catfinel, Pplhb:tt> 
Resident in Turkish Arabia^ mid. fils Britannic 
Majextya f 'onuul-Gznemt, iitigdutL 


Inelosure ! in IS'), 10. 

Lieulcn t{)tt - Colo h el Ilunmtif to Board of Trade, 

Sir, iijiftfdudi Dvrrtiibir 10, 1D0S. 

A KEKEJIEXCK Id the i^ao^spundenee eliding with your lelUsr daled die 
711 1 duly, I'JliS, will show lhn,l lint Drcil^tiig C.'oj-i;*irath hl (L-imlLei.l).asked mo lo tya-p 
. . j n Ton tint gf :iuy dredging work dial was likely to Uu emtio I mil id ihis imuiry. 

Si Sir William Wiilctjeks and li luiiubejr of surveyo'i-s are now engaged in making 
a (Mailed study of the valleys of idle i igris am! Euphrates wtlh a view todho prepru- 
tion tjf 1 1 u'^c it’rigal.km projects, li these pihjvchs an 1 ever carried out, lhere will Ijo 
urgent need for :i porl. which can be approached by vessels of deep draught. I Ijo 
present port fur lb is eountr^'is Ihis^ornh, f which could easily be made a hmguiii cent port 
if il were not for the uhstiudu caused to navigation by the bar of silt thrown up by flic; 

Sliiii-id-A nib iyhiM'e it ftdlH into i.lu- Eero i an Gulf. Vou will ihmhtleeS remember.'di 

(lisc'iissioti in tii- j■ i' 1 ■ ss us to the most suitable LcFirihms for the Bagdad Buihvay : mosl 
of 1.1 ii§ wan caused by (be knowledge thnl the bar of the Shal-ut-Arab made Bussorah 
unsuitable for n kTiiduus. 

3. 1 inclose a slo/ieti ami a rough esiinsuto id quantittcs-which has l een given lo 
me by Sii William \\ dlouekis, showing what, in hi,'a upiiiiuti, would have to he dune to 
provide suitable channel across the bur. Sir William UdlJcucks has not made a 
detailed study-m tlifesubjoeij and Ids notes liave ton di-awn up tfUsv citing the bar, 
and altar examining char Is and discussing the miUtcnivitli a capiata Who knows Ike 
bar well. Tin' sub]* et is mm which is sure to bo seriously discussed in the future, and 
British linns may likes m give their at(enlSun lo it while there is still leisure. 

1. Should any linns wish lit Work up Lite ertM, 1 will suggest llio following sOUi'Oea 
of in format ion :—- 

(flj) Ailmimlty charts td Lite locality* 

t/e) I Hticni's who have served in I lis Majesty's slops in t]mOulf,atid olHcers of 
the Indian Marine who have nerved in the Gulf. 

(r.) Thu ollicorfi uf tlio following ^teams]dp Compindcs, who have a regular service 
Lo Bn as oral i:—- 

(B) I' 1 . Slrit'k and Go. (Limited), 27, Loudenhull Street, K.C. 

(2.) d’he BucknaU Steamsld[i Lines (limited), 23 a I-ondcnhall Street, G.G. 

(d.) Tlin Wi'sl UErllepiool Strain Navigation Idompony (Limited), LS and LI, Great 
fit. llekai's, E.G. 

(■!.) The Ihiii-Ji India Steam NhivignLioli Gonipauy (Limited), 23, Great Wincliester 
Street, liLO. 

5. Any member of n firm Jiitei'C'.ued in the subject who was on hia way to India 
could easily visit the bnr of the ShaL-ul-Amb, if he imvc-lied by Aleppo, Bagdad, and 
Buffiorah, instead id' by Suer, and Alien. 

I have* 

(Signed) J, liAMSAV, JAiaieitawi m Cohnet t Political 
Rastitvitf in Turkish Arabia y and His Britmmk 
Majesty's Con^ul-dritfru^ BujjtUuL 



Inclosure 2 in No. 10. 

Sktich by Sir IT. IVAlcacfo respecting the. Dredging of the Bur at the Mouth of the 

Shit-nfArab. 


Shutei 
Arad 


ft Kver 


/(IOOQ s 


WOOD Ya/y/e 


Basra 


7 R Bah 
J6.0VO Kiras 


, ^ ° ^ fathoms at extreme low water, 4 fathoms at neap, and 44 fathonie at 

spring time :— 

A—IL 

]g—iO^Hjd yds. V. MO yda. wpy x t y< is. (tcop .. .. ™ S.fiflOynKl crubic yA*. 

Up— It,000 yds. a MO yds, wide x 0 ytk deep .. 55-13,72(1,000 

Total , „ 

li to by trda?prteii 1 l lUiton 


3,620,000 


To give i fallioms at extreme low water, 5 fathoms at neap, and 5.1 fathema at 


spring 


2,S(>n,iNlO cabin ydn. 

S,U'II 3,110(1 

11,300.000 


1 cii i to = 0,01111 ft, (EiiiutiriiL miluj. 

If you could help mu to find out a l what coat, good lirms ncoutitomed to the work 
would do it 1 should he obliged- Estimate (1) is not expensive, and would ennrmhualy 
improve Bnaeotuh. 

Youre aLacorely, 

(Signed) W. WILLCOCES. 


[1042] 
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[2161] 


So. II. 


Sir G. Burelay to Sir Erlumrd Grey*—(Received January 13, 1009.) 

(No. 31© 

Bit, THreva, December 19* 1908* 

YOU were so good ns. u > authorize me liy your telegram No. 310 to accept* 
(nigcet to the omission of certain words, an amended note, the text of which had been 
submitted to mo by me Minister for Foreign A{fairs, in substitution for the note of 
the SHIi April last, inclosed in Mr, Marling’s despatch No, 101 of tlie 21th April, in 
which Musbir-ed-Dowlcls, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, reaffirmed the Perkin claim 
to the sovereignly of Bahrein. As you will remember, AlEi-csdvultnneh made the 
proposed substitution conditional on thie Grmut Vizier 1 * concurrence. 

The matter wjc- submitted to (lie Grand Vizier in Council at Begli-i-Shab on the 
Htli instant, when ho* Highuesrt pronouifficd against the proposed amended note in 
the ntmnge&t terms, declaring that Alnsliir ed-Dowlebs note was an admirable one, and 
that to change it would he giving away lhe Persian case. British activity in Bahrein, 
and British pretensions in regard to that inland, could not Ejtj allowed. 

'fhe influence of the Minister for Foreign Affairs is. 1 leaiy iml strong enough to 
modify the refractory attitude of the Grand Vizier* and I therefore do not propose 
to press further for ilm amended note. Such a course might, in deed, lead to the lull 
of the Minister for Foreign A [lairs, as ! should have to make it clear in any Itirther 
reprcsuMlril ions that Ala-cx-Sillthneh had himself submitted the proposed test to the 
Legation before the Grand Vid|br had seen it, a, fact which Ala-cs-Snltaneh fears would 
have moat damaging results lot himself. 

In tiie ci re urn stances the widest course seems to be to return M ash ir-ed-Dowd elF& 
objectionable communication. This course commends itself to Ahues-SnUniich* who 
Rees in it an escape from Lhe disclosure above indicated, and l have lo-day addressed to 
the Persian Government the note, of which a copy is inclosed herewith, 

I have, &$. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY, 


lnehiflure in No, II. 

Sir G. Bn rein i< to Ala-ex-SuUtineh* 

Your Highness, Teh ran * December 19, 1908, 

I 11A V K ill c honour to re turn herewith a conmumication addressed to Mr, Marling 
by your Itighneas 1 predecessor the DLh April last. On receipt of this coinimmication 
Alt, Marling lout no Vijm in pointing out to the MuahU-ethDowlSh that Mis Majesty’H 
Legation could nol accept it, and Ida Excellency promised to substitute ior it an 
amended note; During the period since iny arrival, i have frequently asked tor a 
fulfilment of this promise* jbut without any satisfactory result, and ii would not. be 
consistent with my duly that 1 should allow any longer time to pass without recording 
officially and in writing that the cori^uunication which 1 now return is altogether 
inadmissible* 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 


[265-6] No. 12. ‘ 

Beard of Trade to Foreign OJ^cc .—(Jitfcei'ntfd January 20,) 

Sir, Board o/Trade t January 19, 1009. 

i AM directed by the Board of t’radc ta acknowledge S|| receipt "F your letter of 
tlip iSth December, lpD3 s witi its ine Insures, mpecting it project fortius imprnvumont 
of Tripoli Harbour, and tito couBtructibn of n nnlwny fcoitl Tripoli to Kqiiib*. 

The Hoard tiro of opinion, so far us they tiro able to judge from the information 
contained in ilm correspondence' inclosed in your hRter, snpplnmentcd by that contained 
In tlie Consular report oii Boirout mid the coast of Syria for 1907, that there is no 
prfriri facie reason why such an undertaking as n railway running between Home mul 
Tripoli should not prove imnnuinlly successful, In this connection 1 am lo refer 


especially to Air, Shinn, t’s sfatemenls with regard lo the population's served, the traffic: 
ofi the e.Gfiling Tripoli 1 loins road, and the lack of |cmin Hhcitii ms for dealing with 
merchandize and passengers',at the harbour of EViriutc as well as in 11 lo fact that 
Tripoli lies some LTD miles distant from Alexandre Lin bn the cme side, while on the 
other is the railway from Helmut to Damascus, which prices tli rough difficult conn try, 
whereas (he projected line would he one of easy gradients, 

fhe rsiimates c[ espeiulilure given in Mr. Skinners Meinominhiin (especially in 
rd.nlion M the efitim^leil eusi of acquiring tin 1 present road from 'Tripoli to IUjjhh) 
nppynr jn ssoinn mspeot • open m criticism. These matters, liowcvm 1 , as well as the 
desiral.iility ■■ if snaii■ midorslanding being etnup lo wi 13 1 ihe Iledjsiy, Ihdlvvay Coihpsiuy 
[who appear likely to ppuse tiie scln me) and the Bagdad Railway Company (in view 
of Article J2 of then- t'crticessfoai), will no duuEq receive the .full consideration of 
Messrs. E'hffiinger and Cm In' jure they uiislorLdie to .finance iho scheme. 

Having regard lb nil the drotinislmuas, llu? Hoard think flail tin- ruse is one in 
which sup porl might he afforded fay His Alajesly's Km hussy at Cun Slant i lit jpJn tu the 
npplicalion fora 1 Vuit'cssinn, pwjvidcd linn a ijjii-i&tjfbnlorv gnaraiitoe is ferihcpndng that 
orders ior llie plant* Ac,, necessary fur the mnlevlaking will be placuil wjl.li Ifritkh 
firms, and liial the fapilnl, or nl bjabl a snllidenl proportion of I lie capital, lo insiii uto 
i eo.alidliug interest will he ruisid in this uonntn. 

the Hoard veitlarc to suggest that it niighl Ih j of advantage, before instructions in 
the matter were sent to Sir G. L -wilier, if Sir Edward ( 1 rev considered ihe tlesirabiltly 
of iinerviewing some ivpivscnlati w p.F the linn of Messrs, Erlanger and Co, willi a vi.ew 
io aseortaiuing whul. gnaranteas on these itnportmil matters they are prepared to offer. 

I have, Ac. 

(.Signed) Cl ISOllGE T. STAN 1,13Y. 
[2652] No. 13. 

Mt'sxru* EUimjcr and Cu. to Foreign Office.—{Received January 2 0.) 

Sir. 28, Oxford Street, Manchester,, January 18, ]9G9, 

K ail's informed by tins Mom-ut-Tujjnr ttiar His MnjosLy s Guvermnenl littvu 
leased Hiq Islrotd m Abu AEnsu J'or a icrm of I.OH yeiu'S, at n rcm.nl of 3 ,IH)9 rupees 
per antuuu, ;md wc arc jnslI’uelc'i by him u> ascertain ln.uu yon wlielher it would E>o 
ngreciilde Lo Hiti Majesty's Government to sublet the island, including the mining 
rights, either lo him or to HH. Should this not he feasible, we should, an any 
Cosicossion of the mining rights on this island is of mnlmnt iiso-iv-L to us, bn glad lo 
liear I; I Its'Majesty 's t ojvcrnment. ivr)u]d giv<' us mi opportunity-of Kittling our views 
before granting any 1'ont'esHjuu lo mine o.Gde of iron on ibis island lo pari ids oilier 
than ourselves. 

dYe ure, &e. 

feigmsd) ELLIN GBR ,vxn Co, 


[3119] 


No, t l. 


Sir G. Land her to Sir Edimrd Grey. — (Receive;! Jauutiru 25.) 

m m 

Sir* Vowstitnti}iQple f January 19, 1909, 

I llA\ F tI[| 1 lono li r Lo ler uird herewith a Jppaidi f'min Elia Mujesty’H Cmisal- 
Gcneml at Heiront, reporting on LElc aumijiistrativc and economic cunditinn of the 
Vilayet of He iron l and ei" the Lebanon during the last (piartur. 

i. have* &c a 

(Signetl) I! ERA li 1) LO WTI i E It, 


Inn Insure in No. 1 I, 

C'tnttmGGeneral (Jumherhtitch to Sir G , Loud her* 

(No, 2. Confidential.) 

^ r > _ i Btirouti January 7, 1999. 

SINCE my last General Report off the administrative and ecumenic condition uj' the 
Vllliycl oi lioi rout and the MiLtysmirilSik of the Laban on* forw’arded on the doth .lane* 
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] Drift, ?fo, i2 f tb'o events that have happened were of such an ungual and important 
nature that special sm-i frequent Reports Ben- necessary* rind as thev contained accounts 
ipf the more i uteres ling Ojj^invenMM in my f’i^nsulsir cl [strict evolving <m of the radical 
crnttiitiLtiojiul changes’cltvdcd in July (Ik 1 present Report will be ptfaciieaUy on the -011110 
lines, but in a more general foitn, hi order to establish the further effeds of these 
cluing ■«, such ft* [hey arc* in these two districts. 

My Inst Report on the progress of events at Eeironl was No, 07 of the 2nd October* 

As regards Ibis vjhiyet it is admitted; on nil sides Unit Llie personal inllueuee of 
Nftidin Ptuffin, during his governorship of four months (September -December), tins had 
a great deal to do with the keeping together of ihe Government machinery which 
showed sign* of gelling. more and more out of joint through tin.- incapacity of the three, 
or four previous Valia, uho followed Khalil Pasha iu rapid fuccesston* to cope w3th the 
difficult situation created by the .sudden removal of the AUfumntic rule of the Sultan Lind 
big- palace clique. 

Notwithstanding that most of his time hud to he taken up with the preparations 
connected with the election of Deputies to the Ottoijjjun Chamber, to the pulling down 
of strikes mii! to itn: prevention of mob violence that showed rigtis ofgettifift u hold ot 
the ralible of the town under the instigation of a clique of Mnsjuulmnn driemies of his 
Kneel! envy, Nmdm Paslia succeeded in keeping sin effectm; control over the various 
Govern in cut Departments, and in improving the efficiency of the police and gendarmerie 
forces, uilh thi* result ;1 hli the mlminisr ratio ti of |]l<^ vilayet has proceeded satisfactorily 
enough, order tins been maintained, and itie nourishing tuts!ness in the smuggling of 
aruiSj tobacco, nud tombao i ll^ been put ;i stop £o. A marked tribute to the success of 
Nazim L'u-sbu, in inanguriniag tSio belter administraiion of (lie district under the altered 
siaie oE' things wan paid by (he Creek Orthodox Metropolitan Bishop of.Jkrirout who, 
on the oecurioiri id" the celeb rations connected n it li the opening of the Ottoman 
Parliament, stated in bis speech that, whereas formerly he had to call at the kouak 
Lhree nr :m t limes a week to intervene on aeuotmt of pmiiu 1 net of injustice done to a 
member ol h : .s coumumity, he had not i ad any occasion to do so -.ince the 23rd July. 

There is s till a strahfc disposition on the part of the populace, especially the 
Mussulman cl emeu l, in make pnhl ic demount rations tin trivial pretexts to coerce the 
Yuli into taking notion in any local matter they consider utieefs their interests* 

The latest ease look place two days ago on the occasion of Lite murder committed 
in the Mu suhnan quarter of the town. The assuHsinr having managed to escape 
immediate arrest by fleeing to the Lebaiirm, where he could not lie pursued by the 
Boil out pul ice owing to the Ldmncii being linger its independent gondii rmorie 
arrange men is. a large crowd of over 300 men assembled before the private town 
residence of the Mutcj&iirif, YcfflMsouf Rashit, whom they insisted upon seeing and 
threatened in a inoat-insoleuL miiuuor, to “bundle him ol'lt” to CtiMtangiiwpIo if the 
fugitive was* not caught within a week and handed over to the Bdmut authorities, 
They afterwards; went to the official residence of the Vnli but their demeanour there 
was more correct* On tlm way they pushed (his OonsuEate-G&ueral and gave vndfemus 
cheers for England and Elis Majesty's £ Jovernmcnt* In satisfy tlmir demands the two 
QuviriLois promised to take the mieeasary measures for apprehending the culprit and two 
telegrams exchanged on the subject of co-operation between the police of i lei rout, and 
tlm gendarmerie uf the Lebanon in future cases were published in the papers next day. 

The revival, with perhaps greater ardour, of the boycott against Austrian goods also 
helps in keep up a certain amount, of unset tidiness and it was feared that- the ruthless 
Attack, iwo or three weeks ago, mu every thing Austrian in the shop* would lead to 
excesses, but, after a raid of one or two days, the boycott was 'confined to the prohibition 
iif all eon tact with Austrian id earners ami the prevention ot landing Austrian goods 
brought by other steamers including nr Lie I eft conveyed by I lie Austrian parcels post, 

E< is satisfacLory to note that t he military element, though of course always ready 
to eo-opcrato with the authorities in maintaining order, bus retired from active 
purl ictjpEU ion in public a I fairs not purely of a military nature, The greatly reduced 
local commit tcc of “ Union ami Progress, IF too, though no doubt keeping hi dose touch 
with 0ovcrpient circles* no longer openly dominates over the Governor-General and 
other high luuetionnrlcfi, There is a certain secrecy maintained as to the identity of 
the active member-, who arc, perhaps, only two or Bird! in number. Cniiimuiucalions 
with them have Lo be by letters deposited in a box placed at the Turkish Best Office 
and collected two or three times a clay by the poatinasler t who transmit them Ut the 
rominUtea* In this way ihe public has easy access to them, whilst kept in the dark aa 
bo their identity, 

Most of the Governmental Departments have been placed under the super¬ 
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in tendance of men nf the " Young Turkey " party, nr of oflictals whp are not tarred 
with tlic llarnidimi brusb, 1 ' 

The saml is the case with the Courts of Justice, though fewer changes have been 
found necessary, 

Udhem Bey. the succ^fcr of NrtSiim Pasliq whose transEer to Damascus was 
reported in my despatch No, 93 pf the iUtb December, is inexperienced in ndniiuLtnilive 
matters, and there is some mixiuty as lo bis ability to mnnugc the somewhat difficult 
affairs of a villayct, lie is, however^ full of the best mtcnlhms, and with the assistance 
of a fairly good stall of subordinates, tie might tu be ship to carry on auecossfLilly tko 
good work commenced by Isis predeces-sor under the auspices of the reforming 
Government of (be Capital, 

He is showing a good deal of energy in several matters of local import, especially 
in connection with the Municipality, which, through its corruption and inefficiency in 
the time of Khalil l J asha, the hist of the “ old ichool" Yalis, allowed the streets to got 
into a most execrable state, not to mention the absence of all sanitary measures, 

From Tripoli Mr, Acting Vice-Cmisitl Harris reports nti the dill insimA m 
follows— 

14 There is nothing special to report in reference to the political condition of ibis 
Consular district; everything is quiet, there in much less crime (bnn there was under the 
old regime, the people who were protected in the past sec that money—or it part 6f the 
proceeds of crime—will riot exempt thorn from punishment, so they do not wish to 
continue longer as “(lie bad mcti” of the place.* There is one thing* however, that Ls 
giving Ihe Government some l rouble, and that is that many seem to think tbnl if I boy- 
do not make a strong protest every time that crime k committed, the police will try and 
prelect, the criminal in order to gel-money, so they go in strong ntimbers lo the police 
station and make a greaL row and get very excited, but on Ihqj whole the prafpeclg are 
very bright as to Ihe future, that is, if we arc to judge from the pritacitL 1 ’ 

From Haifa Mr, Acting Vice-Consul Vbcla has reported nothing special hh having 
occurred to cause trouble* but the Austrian boycott would appear to be -.'maintained in 
that port as thoroughly as it k at Heir out. 

From Sid on and Lai hi kin things arc reported as being quiet, and no untoward 
incident occurred to nulr the eclebrations on the 17th December, 

Lebanon, 

Apart from Ihe effervescence created by the doings in connection wilh the question 
of parliamentary representation in the Otto man ParlEiimynt, which have formed the 
subjeel of separate reports, the hmt being No. 93 of the 2:ih December, the affairs of 
the EiebnncTi liavc gone oel snunothly enough during the pas I six inontlis. 

There is no dtftlbl that though the full extent of the new Ottoman Lonntjtution has 
not been applied £n the Lehanou, 1.1 ic xpiviL uf reform introduced into (he Lnqjiru hus 
spread tuto lliis Province, Though tluj inhabitants have prbhomtceil (hemacIvcH in an 
unmistakable way against the acceptation of pari lament ary representation wbieli wmitd 
necessarily entail a change in tlicir present favoured status, they arc no tie the. less 
ddvrniincd to sec an end put to the many clisEibtLilies under which they stand, and 
vihieli arc incompatible with the constitutional ideas gaining ground nrupnd them. 

The first and foremost is the practically despotic power of ihe Governor regarding 
(he removal of certain functionaries, especially the RaTmakntus and .Mudir*, and several 
denujustmliomi and deputation^ lmcked by scores of niinu-nmsty signed petitions, 
Setting forth the various measures of reform they deem necessary, have been n-ecived 
by YitsHijuf Poaha, 

A very powerful society Culled tire 1 1 Ligue Libannisc, 1 ' having its headquariots m 
Beiruti t, has been formed, mu l has somewhat similar aims to those of the UUminm 
(TmmiUco of Union ami E^nHgress in ifie rest of tlie UiniJire, /.e., (" keep a watch over 
the Governor and 1.3s Administrative UoijAiidl, and lo ceuII (hem lo order should they 
com mi i. any act contrary in the Beglemoni " or u> the welfare of llie puojde in 
general. 

Yuasonf Paahn, whose iiosiliou is not uu enviable one owing lo his being art ofiieial 
ot the old regime, and whttee friendly relations with tlie Palace drque are generally 
made to account lor his ktEccthjduL camlidature for Inn present post, a as .shown a 
disposition nit along to bow to the inevitable. 

His easy complin nee with (he demands of the deputation of (he so-called Liberal 
party in September in dismissing two or three high officials, and later on l:L ceding to 

[.HUH] P 






outside influence in the question of Parliamentary Sections, caused him to lose (he 
pres® attadied to his jiigh Ii met ions, and he \m done nothing since to retrieve the 
ground then Ictah 

Me fiasj however, shown a disposition to refrain from (he arbitrary dfcipiaftl of 
IGumakamg and Mudirs which was n wenkiifes of bis, and he does not resist the 
introduction of administrative measures initiated by his Council. 

in general (he Government of the Lebanon in nil its branches has been efficient!/ 
carried on notwithstanding the rest leas ness caused by the excitem&nt over the election 
question. 

The only important occurrence that reflected on the Administration was the escape 
last- autumn 6f fmly-oric prisoners out of (ho central prison at Heituddin, only six of 
whom were recaptured, 

A certain amoiml of laxity has also appeared in the discipline of tin? gcndarmcSe 
corp^ ^ liicli is clncllj due to the favouritism which prevails ns against efficiency in the 
gendarmes and their officers, one o!' whom hud lo he pluecd under trial hv court-martial 
in September for an alleged net oHosubordination at u somewhat critical moment, 

The Commanding Officer of this Cijrps, Her bur I i cy Kazlm, was dismissed nine 
months ago, bul lie lias not yet been replaced. 

Some considerable excitement was caused last summer in the Koura district owing 
to (i io usual irregularities com mi l ted in connection wiili the elect ion of a new Greek 
Orthodox member of tile Administrative Council, An inquiry instigated li/ihe Russian. 
C'oriHuMlenural led to the diatois^l of Ivlins'Re/ Hqmdnijii', the Kaiiunkam of Koura 
ainl Km it Aouda, a Mndir, for itiibiencing the Sheikhs on behalf of one of (lie 
unmliditlcH. Documentary proofs of bribery by this candidate were also brought forward 
and placed in tin? hand* ol the Public Prosecutor. The effect of the campaign against 
these corrupt practices led by ihc Russian Consul-General, whose position permits of 
his intervening in inaliurs cots corn tug the Greek Orthodox elimcni which predominate:! 
in the Koimi disCi jc[ 5 will, ii L Imped, see we more independent freedom in the elect Eon, 
w hid i, alter a few weeks' postponement; will soon take id ace, 

It wan tin: goings on at (his election, added to past experience, tintt prompted 
Rrinee ftargarmc, M. i’oiSues Duparc, iind myself to draw up liie proposals regarding 
sueli eleeiionw, ami to submit them last month to our respective Embassies for fpprovat, 
alter procuring ihe adhesion of our eolfegucs of Gentiauy, Austria, and I taka Having 
received yiuir lOxedtaueyta appmval and that of ibe Frmtab ahd Russian ArohfUgadors, we 
aru indy wailing for the Greek holidays to pass in order to proceed in the mailer. 

The usual meritorious activity in road mending lias been nutieonbfo thT aitUunu 
und the eomplamt against the judicial department have been few and far between; 

Owing to iin understanding between my French and Russian colleagues and myself 
to rifmin ns much as druilm stances pemiii from inter taring in (he nomination of 
officials, which custom formerly caused a good ileal of personal friction behveen the 
ihivc Cf>nsulatas|(kitcriih as well as embarrass incut to (he Governor, who is now allowed 
to use Ids own discretion in such matters, the local agitation that prevailed in p-L 
limes over (lie tilling of each vacancy has practically ceased. The everlasting 
" struggle lor places" attll goes mi luit the Gullsids-General tip longer rival each other 
in championing the respective candidates for olliee. Occasionally our interference is 
called for by circumstances but hi that case wc usually nut in concert in any 
representations wi.- may make to the Uovcriior-Goiiuifftl, the French Cod|nl inking the 
initialivc if Mai'indiis are concerned, flic Russian in the case of Greek Orthodox] and 
myself wi:t*n it relates to Druses, This fricudly uttdersLanding also obtains, lau glad 
i-o say, in all questions of a feilital interest Lo the Lebanon, and has, 1 helkve, 
wo i k ed ad vai 1 1 ageoualy. 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) 11, A, OHMBLUIUTCJI. 

[3i23j m 

■Sir (!. Lwwther to Sir Edward Grew.—{litTcivaf January 

(Xu, 3ik) 

r i / J cra, January IS, lUOik 

I NAVE ivct'iitly received an interesting Report from His; Majesty^ Vice-Consul 
at \iui ma dm siiiLuitau of the Annomuiui in that province, 

Caplitin Hickson rbjWitk dial tile grant of the CousUluhoii him greatly EimoWutud 
i.heir positiuis, mul thus tile attitude of dm well-known revolutionary Tnshuuk Soeieiv 
has necessarily altered. This Society exercises its influence alumsi more in Rui.-simi 
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Bjan in Turkish territory, mi l the restoration by the Russian Govoruihent to die Chim b 
t>f the Church lands is attributed to their activity, They are perhaps more opposed k> 
the Russian Government slum to the Turkish, for 11icy find (lie more civilized and 
therefore farther reaching methods of (lie former Ad as a much more ptaenl. factor, in 
breaking up the Armenian community and in destroying tlunr nation^! sentiment llum 
do the violent and cruel methods of ihc old Turkish regime. 

At the lime when l he leaders of the Yin mg Turk movement were still in exile, 
endeavouring to form every Ikiml of combination tliii-mgh which to overthrow the 
misrule of the Palace, the chief of the Armenian revolutionaries imbibed (lie hope ihni, 
in return for any assfolauce ihey might render in attaining tills end, iliey would obtain 
eupi a measure of deeeni rali^alioiL a* would go fur in ro-estnlrfish one or two purely 
Armenian provinces, but, us the regetierah-d. C!ovt?nmitsi3| is aiming al the establish¬ 
ment. of n united Uttoumu natfomdicy wil.linm dislinrlfou of raee or reiLgiou, ih.-ir 
di sap] io in I merit is great. 

(Tptnin Dicksori n purls thnt the aims of the Tnslniak Sncioty are [irepoktei'niisly 
ambitious, uml that they liopn fur l.lie furmation of an Armenian Republic; formed <-iii 
of portions of Turkish, Ifussfoih and Persian pix>vincc^ h frmu xvhieh the nou-Arim-ninu 
efomenl* will ginduitljy be uxidudcd, while lie slates that llu; clergy are exhorting their 
Hoelta lo marry young and re beget large families so ris i - swamp these other lemciits ; 

slrai they are ... to gel all dispnleS rH'.-rfe-1 to iheniselves for arbitral ion an I 

jkji e-.i the Turkish t'uurtSi. dial ihoy are siill levying money contributions on llieir 
fellow-Xatioiudists ; and ilisil they are dl.--eouvE|ging foreign -Risst<ms ns injurious to the 
mainiciianee UL the national Spirit. 

1 have 11 in honour lo I nova I'd a copy 1 f line printed programme of the Pocieiy 
wljjeh t taptain Dieksoii iuiss sent me. which in the mnUi substantiates hi^stateiiteiits.'' 
You will observe that ii embodies iu a crude form the mast extreme of (hi- soi iulislic. 
tendencies of Western Europe, 

h up pi virs, however, Ilial lltesc extreme views are only propngftted by die 
revolul ionaries i:l<ise to the Russian fronjfor. I learn that all hough nego! unions 

3i--1ween Delates of the GommtMeu of 1,'nioui and Trogroke with liie .. of 

RiiHs with regard to future measure- iu In- adopt eel in Eastern Anutuljft liavo been 
suddenly broken oil", yet the possibility of an understanding being eventually arrived 
ei i is lay no means exclude'L imd lhn! (lie leading Arun-iiEarns rd (he Btllis■.district Were 
gradually coming round tc* tie,- view [which, as you are aware, is very much lliitt ■>] die 
IVilriareb, ^Egi: Ismirlkn}'I,hat it wdll lie i-i liteir hesr niii-ivsts to wmrk ingi-ih i will] 
tin- Viumg Turk parly, and, while jffiturally inal'sting on Jidequaie protecbigii lining 
afforded them for their lives and properly, not to embarmss Rig umhoritiis by [U'essiug 
oxtrftviigniit ilemands. 

Ills Alsijestyfo Consul at I'hv.iu'oiun slates tlgil be has every reason lo bcliovt! 
(hat (he Tnshnakista in that town are strongly urging tludr eoiupatriots to cotiducl 
(lie in sol vos ou ill e.so 1 \ nos. 

From EG imp ni, t loarn that (here is a oonsiderablc amount of unresl among the 
pco]ill - ; Constantinople L. far off, and iho tvsnlts of the change of ivgime arc so far 
iiuangililo. 'flu- previous .-tropg Mijn-rvisiDii of ihe t iovemmen: has ilisappean^d, and 
<‘vrry one is now free (it do pruH-icaEly as In? pleases. The i urks of die disirici 
Eire increasingly jealous id rho Iiheny enjoyed by the Armenians, and im rcai^iiigly 

susfni'ioiis of the Jural branch ,.,f die ... of l idem and ProgreKs. arid fiavi- 

infmed a rival ** Commiiice of Ishimisin, 1 ' This spirii is ukin to tliut wld.-h lfoiiml 
expressidn in the Rnrliaitleiil llu- other day when in dismissing the meusuro.s lo in: kakon 
Jof the relief of suffer era Try the bad harvest iu Asia Minor, to which I referred in my 
dcspineh No. 8.dO of the -Till idlimo, when a HejuHy rose and said tlial tlie llnvcru 
ineni w'l-re to hknu- on th eh. for they did not make the people respect (lie comirmnd to 
pray live times el- day, 

In tlie Adaiis Vilayet a few niurdi'irs **f Anhi'iiiaiis are roporlerl as having (iikon 
place after Rairanp hut ou liie wdiolu lliings lire quiet, A Hodja In the toivti ol Uajtn 
prejiehed a situ ion leebmnic tiding the JiitaE^ieic <A Ai'meninn*. but tlie nuifiorUies took 
prom pi action siud put him into prison. 

Ji is unfurlnnuto ihnt die dispatch of tlm Govcrimmut CoEnmission to Anatolia whs 
delayed owing to the eausc-s 1 have imd die lionour to report, for it umsL :iow wait, 
until I he icLurit of spring renders the roads m lor (ravelling, 

J Jiave, A.i', 

(Signed) (l EUAUH LOWlTlKli. 


* Ntil ^i-Miterl. 
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No. 1C, 


£ir G. Lowthtr to Sir Edward Grey.' -(Received Jtmutinj 25.) 

(No- 38.) 

Sir, JdMiRT IE), 1900. 

WITH roforoncG to Sir N, O f CW>r f s despatch No. 714 of tiro 26th November, 
19G7, and to your despatch No, 03 of the IGlb March, 190$,1 bityo the honour to forward 
herewith a despatch frain His Majesty’s Coifsul-E toneral at Bagdad on the subject of 
the right of British Government vessels 1o navigate the 1 pper '1 igris, 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) GERA ED LOW THEE. 


Inclosure in No. 10. 

Consul-General Ham say to Sir G. Lowthcr. 

(No. 131,) 

tjlirj Uaijdad) December 15, 190S. 

IN comimiation of my despatch No. I IS, dated the Ibid Nofpiidicr, I have the 
honour to report, for your information, that on the 6th December the " Gomel” went on 
the Ti^is to a place called Tsdibjytf, : then it tbx Kimunitig hours above Bagdad. 

J. The vilayet authorities wished to have Sir William WjUeooks* opinion on tire 
best method of mending some bread ms in the river bank, and the l * Comet " was need 
m ilio most ecuiYomont means of conveyance, 1 The party on board consisted ol the 
V'ali, iho Nakib, the Ntwir of the Aucaf Department, ainl La EAVinJi JamilzEidii, in 
addition to Sir William Wilh-ncks, some of his engineers, and myself. It did not seem 
to occur to any one that there wciS any reason to question the right of tlie * Comet” to 
go above Bagdad. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. RAMSAY, Licutenant-Cofonclf Political 
Resident in Turkish Arabia , and Hi * 
firiitmnic Majesty’s Consul-General, 
Bagdad* 


[ 3126 ; 


No, 17. 


Sir G. Loifibrr to Sir fttfmnl firm /,—(Received January 25.) 

(No, ap.) 

Sir, Cfliisitun^inojule, January 1:9, 1905). 

li E i A \' ]■. Lite honour Eo forward herewith a despatch from lliA Majesty's Consul ai. 
thissornh transmitting translation from the 14 Bagdad " newspaper regarding local dftbra 
at Burundi. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GERARD LOWTHtill. 


Inelosare 1 in No. 17, 

Consul Crow to Sir G.'Lowther. 

vNo, 62 .) . „ A 

^i r( Bmxoi'uh, December 23. 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to imiffiriitL herewith to your Excellency tvanKtation of a letter 

..Uircsomh which appeared in the “ Bagdad ” on the 8th December lust, published 

nt Bagdad. 

The letter is of interest ok si full of local colour. The lad* regarding Sheikh 
KlnjfoalA ex pudilion agnink the lloweyza are, l mu informed, not exaggerated. Many 
Turkitih subject* were forced into hh service. Suyyed Talib and the Nubib faction still 
overawe the population of 6ussonih and ftte too strong Ibr the authorities, who can only 
temporize with them. 1 believe them to be at the mot of much of the lawlessness in 
this vihiyet. The Mali speaks highly, I am toll, of Scryed Tjuib, The subordinate 
Government idlieiaR are subservient lo the Nakib faction, and as nil the had characters 
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21 

nf i lie place find an asylum there, the rcSillEs urb obvious. No oflendm against- the 
law who enjoy the protection of this family can bo punished, Ali Effetmi is the ehiel 
executive police officer here. 3 am rdVoid hi* methods hardly serve ihe ends of justice. 

I have, Ac* 

(Signed) F. i, CKOBA 


Inelosuro 2 in No, 17,. 

ftx tract irom the if Bay dad " of Nopcmlnr 2n. RgM< (f)ect‘tnbcr 8, 1608). 
(Translation;) 

MOST of the men whom Sheikh Khnzal eoUmed were, m I told you in a previous 
letter, Ottoman subjects from places between Kurna and Fan. They were taken by 
force and threhts ugainat their will by Served Talib. Abdul R rzak-eT Am er, loo, placed 
himself at the bead of a luind of men from the south and joined the army, jmd a vessel 
carrying a number of men from Svhiliut, llm reside net; of the Nakib of liussorah, set mil 
after the evening prayer from Sold lint with her passengers, all of them lulberenls ami 
follow era; of the Nakib and acting under his ciders, and proceeded in tlie direction of 
Mohaiuju^rnb. But when they reached Vbn] Kha^aib, opposite the gardens of KbaUd-liin- 
Klmmifi, KliEilid himself, owner ol tlie gardens, came out. to 1 hem, and, seeing them 
armed, Imd his doubts about them tuul took them lor robbers* and 15red cm them, killing 
two of them* Rome of the relatives of the slab ihcrcupnn ai>pcaled lo Seyyed Lie job, 
the Nakib, who ordered a report to be writien to the efifed that the ship’s eimqntiiy were 
proceeding Lo a wedding in the HOLU h when Ivlinliil Rim mis met them and killed two of 
them. The Nakib concealed lbe fact that lhey were proceeding by ids orders to help 
Shaikh KliFiKril, and the story of the wedding was an invention to avert suspicion. Now 
the men who went to Sheikh Khaanl have not returned up tn the prpsont- No skirmish 
has, occurred between them and (be people of lloweyan, again-: whom 8li iikh Klmwul is 
blit they have been left far from I heir own pcple and have died I »y degrees 
from cold and hunger and fatigue, and their familioa are lel'i in want, jind many of the 
properties round Ru^oiali jire tmtemled for want of eultivato®. The people of 
lloweyxji- have given in Lo Sheikh Khnza! and are willing (o jiwy tlie taxes he demands, 
hut Lhc Sheikh docs not consent until their Chiefs come in and sac him, intending' 
perli zips, to put one of his slaves in charge over them. >o they fear to mod him, lest 
he should treat them as lie treated his nephew’s ami his brother's tribe, 

Mubarek~e&-Sabah is on Lhc host of terms with Shaikh K nuznl, ziud ban helped him 
with men, money, and army, tie even brought BOO men from K-mveit and one of Ins 
sons, and placed them at Nesar to protect it. He In nfitdf has liaen with Slmikh Khazal 
from the beginning to the end of the affair. Mziy Gml curHO those who work for the 
destruction of Ihe untorfuimte peopb-. ‘rbere is no relief hm in Cod. 

VeBterday Ahmed Pastm Zoheyr wept to Zolieir* his native plaee, and was greeted 
with great joy arid el fusion by tlie whole popalaLion. When Talib went there ho was 
only met by the Notables, and they went to meet.him against their will, unil only baeatise 
they were afraid of Uiin. But rich tmd pnnr, great mi! sumti* nil eiiine out Lo mei i Zpheyr, 
in gratitude for the many henehts and kindnesses hestowett by ids deceased lather on 
ihem, and all the good d"iic to bis feUow-cnimirymen by the members of this family. 

The elec(ions here uro not yet completed. Two d(iys ngn Ahmed Dasha Zoheyr 
wnUc to 'J’ulib Bey and said that, it be did not pay in Ibret days C l 1 . lO^UOO for tlie 
damage done with the assislnnee of Ahul Hudu (" bis i?eoperty in the C hernnuLIFair, and 
U'l'. byn)() for his house which lie had set fire to at CoristantinOpIo he would, take legal 
proceedings against him. Talib told I be messenger that thero warn no answer, I’he 
tlircc days expires to-morrow, ami we shall see wbftt will happen. The ctimncl between 
Zoheyr ami Talib has become acute, and Talib never goes one mi less lie is aeeompumud 
by n bodyguard of fourteen men armed ■ahti Martiiim mid Mziusers for his protection. 
What about the Government prohibition itgainsl carryiiif urnw j 1 They see these things 
and raise no opposition. The police Commisstdre, Alt EUciidf, nrrestei] in Mukblts 
Rasbnks time one Atner, a servant of iho Nakib, who, with his compatdona, rilled a 
goldsmith's shop in the bazaar in Proud daylight and wcmiulod (lie proprietor. The 
Court ncqui tied him, and he was role fisc d. Ali Iblcudi lelt mmsideiMhle imensinuss 
wlijini Talib liey returned to linssomh, as Ivo was atiaid of being murdered for ihe hand 
be hud bad in the a Hair ol Amur's impriaoniuoiil, lie thought of escaping to Bagdad, 
bni wfs too avaricious to sacrifice Ids chanco^ nt making money, els In; is hi the pay n: 
(Sm proLiiitutoa and br^Flbol-keeperd* So be iotnnl people to microeile for him and threw 
[lb 12] O 








himself jU Sfiyycil " T'a 3 i 1 j i’ecf, kissed them, and lies aught hm pardon* which weis 
granted. The rosl of .the Government oiiicmls present their respects in person to TnlSb 
Bey f-very day* and 1 lie Notables of (lie town place themselves at his orders. 

r'liere only remains 1 lie question of grain export, The prohibition against. the 
e^jniTl ni grain from oilier vilayets to iktssorah continues, tjussotuli is excluded from 
fair treatment. 



[3577] No. IS. 


India Office to Forchjn Office. — {'Received January &7.) 

■ h IFnder-fJccroiftiy of Stair for India presents his compliments to the Undt:r- 
Sccretary nt State for Foreign Allairs, and, by directfoii of Viscount Morlcy, forwards 
herewith, tor the information of the. Secretary of Stitto; copy of m|losure"in a letter 
from the Foreign .Secrtdaiy to the Government of India dated the 171,h December* 
relative; to a Hairs at. Bagdad. 

india Officct .Imuiorif 20, lHOfl. 


E nclosure l in No. IS. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay to Sir G, Losi'ther, 

Btujdntlf November 14, 1908. 

IN continuation of my telegram dated the 12 th November, l have Mm honour to 
inform yon ihnl on (die 1 lfh November I had an interview' with (he Acting Vali 6n 
tin: subject ol' ihr prohibitum of the export of wheat* &c. The official intimation sent 
to the ConsuMicimivil tinted (hat (dm exportation of wheal, barley, and ghi was of a 
temporary ms l ure* hut dm iusl ructions sent to the Bagdad Custoift-hbuso were that 
ex|)or(itiion was lorblddou until after dir Ltnmadban, After that date some wheat was 
exported ms (lie ’■ Blosae Lynch 11 and out*of the Turkish steatmii's was being loaded, 
when si portion of (he wheal was returned to the store i the exact reason for ill I do 
not know. 

Hie Vali said ihat ho was satisfied lhat thorn was plenty of wheat in I lie country, 
bill dial dm populace might resent the export of food grains while dm present high 
prices cut in lie and time tie felt (bat lie would bd unwise to take the risk of doing 
what might trail lie a dfslurhnhcr, unless hr was quite sure that lie could justify what 
he had done. Muhammad Aaslm is esseiilialty a man of the swonl and not a man of 
dm pen, and lit: said lliii( ho wanted [o lie supplied with good arguments in favour of 

allowing the exputtt of wheal, .. la; would telegraph io Vonsianihiople for orders. 

L 11 uilc synipal tii.se ivi t h M uhnmmjjil Tasini's diilkutH ies r an 1 1 have sent hiinu Memo¬ 
randum of Ike raismiB which appear to me to call for a withdrawal of die present 
prohibition, I in id use a copy, of (Ids Mimiomriduiii for your Excellency's iuformMdor. 

I ; was writieii in eon junction wilh the representatives of Messrs, Lvuch and Co* and 
of All ■ssi’H, Biockoy, Cree, and tin. 

I had asked his Excellency ihe Vali In secure (lie presence during our interview ol 
no ndroeulc in (.siytmr of continuing Iho prohibition* and when we got. to the tim-ai wo 
found (he Nuib of (tic Aloha kainaiad-Shcrhlh who Is a mem I tor of the Adminblrativn 
Council. I understood from him di;M lie* members of the Council would like to see 
iIn' |tmliihiiion withdrawn, hut 11 ml they were afraid that there might lie popular 
resentment and that dim migtiE gel into (rouble, lie. had no arguments to use in 
favour of itic prohibition: he said that the Government was aft-aid of the populate* 
bus tie admitled that lie dared not say tins in (lm hearing of the Acting Valii, E 
do noi think Mint (he present Acting Vali i* afraid of dm populace, hut lie shrinks 
from thd re&poiisihilti v of revising Nuaim t'nsluTs policy, because tie feels (hat he is 
entirety uni uf Ills element when ddl ting with matters ot trrmu and civil I administration, 

2. U'tioii the pro hi hi 1 iuu was oh forced oil the 11th August I declined lo take 
any active step* to get it removed for ivanms which wilt be found in the inelusurc of 
niy letter* dated tin-1.7(h August, 19Q8,’ with dm present Vuli I do ivui think th:it any 
one will dare to create a serious disturbance* and (he current of public feeling is now 
so strongly in favour of ihe British nation Chut I do not think that a lew ilL-disposvti 
persons could got up any enthusiasm for an iulI i-fun.-ign movement. The tiamadhu.t 
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coupled with Lite laxity in the matter of fasting shown by some of dll' 1 Young Turk,a 
vras a si dei id id opportunity for the fauitiicaf and reaetimiary parly, hui t hat opportunity 
is now- happily a thing of the past. 

3. r l he pro hi hi cion so seriously injures British trade at the present time amt in the 


ne:ir Juturc that i think that 1 should no longer be justified in not urging the leer 
authorities lo remove ii even if there is some slight danger of opposition fin the part c 
the populace. 


[ncloaure 2 in No. 18* 

AfomerjEiiidipt of Reasons why the Prohibition on the ICaffOrt of Grain should not be 

continued. 

TITE prohibition was a mistake from (he beginning, St. was said (hat. H would 
reducei the price of wheat, bn! it has not done so. 

-■ Il is known in commercial circles that there are very Ijijege stocks of wheat on 
(he tipper Tigris nud Zah Itivoiv., 

■h The result of the prohibition lias not hivn to increase thr amoiml of wdieot hi 
Ha grind, nil the contrary holders of wheat do not cure to nencl il to Bagdad as tgiig E m 
the prohibition continues. They know that the grain stores have been pillaged oneu 
am! until rally they do not earn to send il loft pto.ee where they cm iiriLhcr sell nor 
iie^ufe safety, 

-I-, In India, wlic;re serious famiiuis are not rare, il has been found by experience 
1 hrLi inLi-rlV'tvnco with trade Is unwise. 

r>, The fhivernmeiti would cmi chink of .ordering the Sukkas mid irnmals lo work 
I'nr less than the- market wage in order that 1 hi- pom* might get cheap water and wocuL 
ti liy slioukt I he men who have turned (heir labour into wheal be prevented from 
gelling the fair return which an open marked will give them? 

G. E ii.■ price of wheat is high now and ii pays In export il, If tin 1 pndiihilhm Is 
maim:itiled tile price may in Site meantime I'atl in Loml.m run! Bombay and what will 
ibu cultivators then do with iIns wheal which remain* mi ilehr hands ? They can 
mtiy keep it ns rU ; I lie i.-omtlry eantmL consume all (he wheat Ii productis. 

7, Tltere nre two kiiKl# of wheal in (.he (foimiry known as '-hha-hnu" and 
* l Nu'amfi/ - Only the kilter ti eaten by (ho people o' ti*.' country, and at present 
] 1 rices only Mm h rmei 1 can he exported at. a prulll, CoiLsegiLently lie- iuimediale 
1 Ih'd of idlmving ihe expofl of grain will be Mint tin-wheat which is not wauled for 
consumption will lie exchanged for money. 

ft. The grain troth provides employment for a InftfCi rm^ibci 1 of poor people, such 
;w liamiiiuK gnl'aci.is, uwn.-rs of river craft, ami l mjieraol' Mins. The mrivnl of rafts 
reduces the price of building (imher and if t his is very high the pi.wMcms earning Iheir 
living in tiir liulidiiig' (rjide must suireL', Kven if (In' c:iiwe||;ilimi of the prohibition 
did h ave the dlVecl. of sllghfly I'aising ptires She poor would better olf wilh ample 
work arid slightly ilcarer food, than wilh elicapei' food and no money Lu buy ii witlu 

I)* if tile people arc not allowed to sell what they have in excess how easi they 
olToi'd to buy whui. I hey need, fiiieli ns coll’ee, tea, sugar* ami elnlbcs? 

10, ! 3n ■ i ! overiinicnt wishes (o increase its land revenue, but it cannot expect 
cultivation \<* iuercsisc if il pn.U'cntg the cultivators from obtaining tin: prolil tlinl il is 
poHsibic wiii'n prices are high. 

IT uni I'eijsonahb' lo talk about a laminc bciihiisc there may mil he rain. 

Asa mailer of fuel, a telegram has been received from .Mosul on the I Mb November 
repotting that the river had I'Escn 2 fees, and was still rising, This must have been 
caused by min* 

12. With a rising river wheat may he expected lo How freely in|o Bagdad if the, 
pruhihil loji is willidrnwii* The river water is.ituw eotd, and consequently both old and 
now skins enn lie used [nr rails. 

(8enL to Govern [limit of India,) 

(Signed) J„ BAM.SAY, [.iVufoafral-C'rjfowe^ Rolith'ai Resident 

in Ta fit if Ii Arabia and His flri{Hnnin Mttjr t>/s 
th)nint-1i fjj vntI , Httfjdad. 

I%ujdnd, Nouvinker 13 r ITUS, 
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No. HI. 


Foreign Office to India Ofjtcv. 

Qi ri Foreign 0//iYt;„ Jttnunm 27 1 Jd)Q!l 

WITH re fare tics to previous correspondence ftspceliiijg the Abu Musk, Mining 
Cmtemraimra, I am directed by Secrptfwy Sir E; Gray lo trausmit to ypn, in he laid 
’boforcs til® Secretary of Statu for India, the accompanying cijpy of a letter; diilcil tlio 
18th ii|jtant p from Messrs Ellingei* and Uo, of Mjuush ester/' inquiring whcjiiov IHe 
Majesty's Onv&rnm&iit would agree u> sublet the ini urn* cither to tlie Mtdn-uDTujjar or 
to tlmn3solves, 

Sir E. Qrqy proposes, subject to tho concurrmioe of Lord Motley, ■ to reply tltht 
Abu Musa is owned by theSbojiluuf Sbarguli, ;i Time ini t hief, under British. protection ; 
t.hur. ]Tis Majesty's 1 ■ overmucht hold no louse of the island ; and that there ls at present 
elo question of granting any pcrmitiuanL fJontcssiuii of the mines. 

I itiiip Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALI,ET. 


[ 4183 ] 

Sir G. Loit’ther to Sir tSdmtrtt Grey.—{Reemed Fehrtyiry I,) 

(No. caJ 

Sir, CoHxtiiutiHOftfa, JpTtvnrjr 2(5 r iHOEh 

1 NAVE (he honour tn forward herewith a despatch from Mis NfcijestyA Con Kill ul 
Damascus, trail emitting bin General Report for the. Djumber quartm, 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) G LILAllD LO WTil Bib 


liicloBhre in Mu. 2f'i. 


No. 20, 


Ooittui Dewey to Sir G , Lowthei\ 

(No, i.) 

Si v, Dtitiiftitaiif, Jftmtfinj 2, 100 g. 

] HAVE the Imimur to Kiibmit herewith my (Amend Report l L nr die last quarter. 

Ali Yinnni Hffi mil. Mukssnrif of Keruk, resigned Isis pod mid went to 
Const iintiiwiple oil account ol being iinnUu to cope with the backward am I little 
dviliml condition* ol that siinjuk, much im Haidar Rey a year oi so ago toutid it 
impossible to remain in jluiirnit district. He was succeeded by Ibrahim Fashu, IEx- 
MiitCHsarir of liodckla. 

'I'lii! Persian ('onstil-Geiicrab Mirva Hashim Khan, died On the lltli October, liud 
tiis grandson carried on in Ins stem] I ill lately, when the Fifimd] Consul here was given 
charge of I he IVrsbin aflat rs pending the appointment and arrival of a successor to the 
deerased old ollicq|. 

Tim new Alai Rcy, Shevket Bey, Cavalry Major, m lived Imre and took charge of 
his post mi the 25th October. 

Mohammed Pasha Adnij after retiring from his post as Member of l dura Modjlissufc 
Hie request of (he Viill, was again taken back to his post and regained his strong 
i nil nenec. Throe or four other o did ah who were d rami asm I at Hie suggestion of the 
Union and Progress Committee were recently restored to their old places. 

The new Chief of Police, ServeL Roy, arrived here and took charge of his duties on 


the nth November, 

jcvdel Bey. plubiri of Aleppo, was appointed to the Kaunakamlik of Zihdtuii ; 
Mohammed Uejtk liny of Zawich in Tripoli of Africa lo that, of Reiau; david Bey to 
ilint of lloiLis- 11 1 rasa mud-Din Hey to Uema; and Itifuut Bey RiraroJ-ilitrir *, the hist 
itlrce came from Constantinople quite recently, 

Thu President of the Correctional Court here, Till rain Bey, was transferred ns 
President nf (lie Court of First luRtuiice to ttivnss; he is replaced here by Hikinnt 


EllVndi, Assistant PnnitireLir-General in Salomcn, 

M. Caruim, ilm Itnlhin Consul here, wits inn inferred to Hn Plata and replaced by 


M. Malieo, 


* No, 1U. 



E n he ^ ali ^huliri I Audi a was tli^inissei], prcsumahlv on account of his passivetie^’i 
and lack of activity, Maseru Pasha, Vali of Hoi rout, replaced him. and arrived here and 
took charge on the 31st ultimo. It is believed that Rliukri Pash.ds dismissal was eati'iccl 
by I he representations in add again It him by Major Sand Bov, who was here acting Alai 
Bey and Iclt for Siilonicd and Cou&anitinuple late in Uetohcr, ^dwequcnl to the riot 
excited ngainst thi$ oltiuer mill Ids Liberal friends by the Uleinaj and reported in my 
despatch Ku. u-H ol ibe 27tb Uclober, This Vnli was ncciised nf not only showing 

weakness to the mob but of being pleas# with the reactionary r|U against the 

Liberals! 

Mir Lira Half Pasha, Chief of ihe Staff hcre T was pro moled to the rank of 
Fcrik nail Intnsiorreil to be the Commatnlatil of Konia \ no odicor has ycl cornu to 
replace him, 

l,hvo delegates, Naimm licy find A!"oiissuf Zia Bey. from the Union mid Progress of 
8a I oi i Sea, arrived here l o wards ihc end of October and left about ihe Khh December. 
During tbeir stay they tried to influence the elections for Pai'lin until, hut tlscir eiTorts 
holed and ilm resuH was ilhfdeasing to the Liberals, They also modified the 
ergauizru imi of tiic 1 id mi and Progress in Daniasaus and appointed the Committee 
anew, instructju| Unit secrecy should tie strictly observed, 

d tie Christians were thoroughly diLiii|poiiiied at the result of (he elections, failing 
to obtain one rep resent at ivo among tho eight Dopulies assigned to t]jis vilkyci. And 
Et. must ho observed that the Moslem electors met befarc the elect ions were held, and 
mostly agreed among them selves that they would prefer Lu elect Moslems, A certain 
want of unity among the various Christian sects contributed tu this result. 

Oh the 1Kb ultimo Abdurrahman Pay, the Haj Muhafisi, arid Chalib Hey, the 
Surni Hmiiii, left by train to join (lie Mahnial and pilgrims preceding them i.o Med inn, 
the road between lien; find that place being safe and security well preserved. Even 
beyond Medina to Mecca, according to the rupCiLs of Balm Pasha, there is no 
disturbance at prcHCni, mid the turbulence nf the Bedouins is practically aupprossed and 
the relmls have no\v ofi'crcit obcdieifec and submission. 

The prestige o 

regain its normal aspect, anil during the quarter 
in the vilayet, except the disputes in Uiunascus, 
ebreaternng ilemnnstnirinn against the Ala 
the 2*1tb Octnher. The disorder in Mic 
cohiidninLs were heard from R&ulhek district il bout 
brigands, but as siem as mi cllieieut Kaimakaui 


f Mie GovermAeiiL, after being dim for awhile, Is now hegiiniing to 

no extraordinary disorder was noticed 
. occasioned by the elections and the 
Bey and Chief of Police on the evening of 
interior is hardly mure than ordinary; special 
Increasing number and activity of 
(Ikil Hey of No hit) was sent there order 

w:is re Hared and people mimed. 

The general state of things in Jobid Hruxo and Hie I-Tmiran is I'airly quiet at ibis 
moment, the Bcilouins having wErtidrawn for the winter into the ICastei'o Desert as usual. 
But a eeitaici amount of iIUfcoling exists between DniKes and Moslems of ilia' district, 
and. quite receni ly the former killed a Mmjle.ni pcimant from Bos ra-I'L krai iu in over sorue 
bud dispute; the .MoKbmu of that village in fflyenge nftai'kod two UrtiKcs returning 
from Damascus at the railway station of Sheikltrniskin ami tmmhcrously killed thpin, 
and list- t o 11 [jarties are now antagonistic to each other; however, Hie Uovemment 
me taking mcaam os to nmisSi i he guilty and reassure safety, 

'flic Druzu couraninity in general in believed to he feeling somewhat appfgheiraivc 
as til ilu; tendency and possible future designs nf the CuiisiUuiinmd moveumriL in 
Turkey, which they have not welcomed with any cordiality in respect of their quasi- 
hide pendent pn.dtiuEi; t hey Are anxious lest tills may be hereafter attacked, and t hey then i- 
selves forced tn eonliilmle their fair quota of eosiscripttt and unm-rsal taxe.s with almohit 
nil cjlhi:T dijsIrieU of the Ertqnre. Of lute years they have uot iunen^d in lithithcr imr 
in jmwer and inlhieuce, hat during 11ni ptisl twelve nr cig'nicen mmH lm ihcii uHnni-ces 
and wealth have bcan consdtlerably angnunitod by lip? outlet afforded by ihe Hcjait and 
i I alia Hail way. for sale of Huitrau grain, Wlmt sur|du> funds l hy have at their 
disposal they ira iisu?d lay out in the pul'd in sd ot arinaymd these are unluckily uowimuys 
H> be fmiiiu more easily and at fai leas cost than was the cases few years ago, if rumour 
is tn he believed. 

1 1 will lie icnietnl lined that some demmisl nitimi "T ubpl^peroitsineKK was lit temp led 
11 > (he month of Oetober, which was quickly civaueseent at. the word of the hjc.il 
aulbcU'il sos, Now (hat. Nir/nn Hashu, who tinring has late tenure of office ill Syria wus 
regarded as friend and protector of Draws so lat as in him lay, lias been reappointed 
they should, be ^ratified, btit I believe feci uncertainly us to whothuv ho will continue hi^ 
turn cr eoncilhuciry and mild lines of tidmiivMration, A })eputy fur the chamber was, 
indeed, select ml at Derisa, but the Druzes took little oi no part in the elect ions, 

U(H2jj II 







The Hubs founded here arc now losing zeal and activity, one of them already 
collapsed* while the others are practically doing nothing; towards reforms in any respect t 
except the Commercial Club, whioh U still working to get subscriptions for 12,000/., with 
;l view m establish a plant for manufacturing fezges; the shares floated for this purpose 
arc 3,000, half of which is already subscribed for. The Hurriycf Club is social rather 
tmm political. 

Though the wheat, and barley crops of the Iasi harvest were exceptionally good, and 
stocks are much greater than untidily at this period in past years, yet the prices are still 
high, averaging about r>.?, per bushel for wheat and about half as much for barky. The 
mu fall during the autumn was good* and prospects for the next crops are so far 
promising. 

The: boycott of Austrian goods, which began about two months ago* continues here, 
but not to a great extent, Damascus being a small direct trading centre for European 
finite, depends mostly on RcironR which supplies this province with whatever stocks it. 
has; but people here, abstain from buying articles if they know that they are from an 
Austrian Origin. 

During i he last quarter three papers appeared in Damascus,. vix., <l Muktiibass" 
(daily), Kl-A&rnl-Jedid " (weekly)* and Ertud etas-Sham ” (twice a-week). Other 
papers are also being prepared for. 

Hairiness in tile Government Departments is conducted on a rather better basin than 
ii used lo Ik? : officiate dare not Lake bribes except in rare cases when secrecy is assured, 
bm salaries are still not forthcpndiig. In general we may say that present, conditions 
are undt rgoing a slow process uf nroeliorritirjiL 

The liejiiz Uni I way construction work has been hunted to completing some 
masonry parts still wanting between Me (Jilin Salih and Medina, and keeping the line in 
repair; while the Traffic Department has been so ill-managed that receipts do net cover 
expenses Morco/cr, the pilgrims going by laud (his year wore actually less than 5,000 
—-half nf ihe number of last season, Even flic Traffic Department could not manage to 
carry this number ihroiijgh, and many of them returned from til-01 a or Tcbouk to Haifa 
daiming their money bank or a scl^pftssii'ge to Jeddah. Much construction work yet 
needs very serious attention. 

1 have, &e, 

(Signed) G. P, DEVEY* 


Yet, as the (ftgumeut makes no mention of the Armenians* if is hard to ace on 
vlub his Highness will be able to base Ids negotiation*! in Ibis dim:Lion* and 1 he 
PirsE Dragoman of flic Russian Embassy vacc nil y re marked that it could indeed lie 
cancelled, but only at a good price. 

t have, &c* 

(Signed) GERARD LOW PEER: 


Inclosuro iti No. 21. 

-iffrwtiwnt between Turkey ti/ttl Rtutsia respecting the Con&tructiQn of Railway!? in Northern 

Ax in Minor, 


DANS le ens oft !c Oouvornoniont Imperial ottoman jugeralt epportiBi tic 
cm-tmire- des voles ferries dans los provinces srjptcntrioualcs do la Turquic; d'Asia, il 
ost decide, cu egnvd aux relations dam if in -jui existent cnitro la Tntquu! et la Eriaaio, 
quo, si 1c Gmivcntomeiu Impciial ottoman uYdaii pas on unsure d'exdeuUr Lea 
ligifics projutdoa uvee ses propres ressourees, la Concession nVn m?r:i nenmhY qi.rfi. ilus 
tinjets russes et eelit dans les m6im$ (amdllions 4uu cellos qiii oriL servi do base A hi 
Convention du 12 (2 1) ddecmhre, ispf), rulativci au Clicmin du For do Bagdad. 

Lors do la crcaliou do uouvollcs Lignes daus'da legion qnl forme |o littoral do in 
Mer Noire, il sum lonu cbm p to des into rots 001 n mere in ux das deux jj&ys. 

La pr6souto ddoision no sera pas appMqude ii la ligne d’.Yda-lku ir it I [drndde, ni 
oux ligucs "tTAugofpa a L-bsarbc 1$. harp ut-Hil-lis cfc Van, q 111 on sant formal3oniont. 
exeepLuos, 

Mars 1900. 


Shor'd of Trade to Foreign Oj/iee,—[Received Febrvajfy 3,) 

Sir, Hoard nf Trwiv, February 1, 1G®>. 

I AM directed by third Board of Trade tfracknowledge tin- receipt el'your letter of 
the 21st .January tvausniittLiig print of a letter from Vice-Adiiiiral Sir r, Campbell on 
the subject of the projected Tripoli Homs Railway, 

l.’hc Board mom ihnt it is stated under bead No, 1 of this letter that the Memorandum 
and Articles of Association of the Oompnny will lie submitted to the Foreign Office if 
eu desired, and they would suggest, provided Sir K, Grey sous no olij"Hiuii, that 
advantage might 1 >m taken of this provision, 

Sjitenid this conrse he followed, tS Board would be glad to have nu o[>pt>rRm'ity 
in ihie Course of perusing the ..and Articles of A sane i alien. 

3 am, c^e. 

(Signed) (igORUE J. STANLEY. 


Sir (7, Lotr {(ter to Sir Edusttnf Grets *—{Received February l r ) 

(No u7. Cuitfidentiill.) 

Sir, Pern, Jn?rterry 27, 1005). 

SIR. N. O'CONOR in 1 its despatches Xoa. 31- of the 1 Itli February, 08 of the 
1st March, 101 of I lie 22ud Uarcli, and 115 of the 28 tb March, LlKHh dealt with 
the subject of a Secret Arrangement v one Ended between Turkey and Russia relative 
to the construction ol railways in Northern Asia Minor, but 1 have been unable U> 
discover fhat the actual text of the Agreement was ever UtwismUted to your 
Depart me 1 it, as Lhnt transmitted in Sir N, O'C'onor's despatch was at tho time 
considered to be apocryphal. 

I have now the honour to inclose tlie text of the Agreement, which has come 
into my bauds, and from which you will observe dusl Ihu construction of any lines in 
tliis district is reserved exclusively to Russians, among foreigners, under the suite0 
conditions as those gowindiig the construction of the Eugdtid Railway. The Agree- 
inent does not extend to the Ada ik^aav-Iteraclee line, nor to the lines from Angora 
C:esarea--RhaL'pu(.-Bi(lis and Van. 

TlUf matter is of interest id this iLiouuml, as n quoslion is shortly to be asked in 
the Chamber about this Agreement-, but ihetirruid MkIlt informs me that an omsives 
answer will be given. His lligbnesa added, Howerer, (hat when the Turkish 
t Inverjimeut bare got over! heir oilier troubles tSiuy will suggest to the Russian Hove™- 
inent that, us all the Armenian* have returned to tlte Turkish side of thft fronliev, the 
preVeilfiou of their return having been at the time nf I he Agreement, great ly desired 
h\ the Sultan in bis fear of revolutionaries, and one of the main considerations for 
which tbe Agreement was made on the part of the Ottoman Government, this side 
of the Agreement has ipso facto lapsed. 


Sir G, I,tar (her to Sir Kfimrd Grets*—{Received February 8.) 

CunxttintiuQpt# t Jumittrtj 21 b 1 !) 00 . 

I'l L'ei'eure f 1 my despatch No, «T ihe 2 lilt OeUil. -r, Rlfls, [ have 1,1 11 ! 
forward heicwilli a deApsitch from lli* Majesty'pt Guuxnl at DamascyH,, 
n lVic reeent nlVairs in tin: Nejil. 

I havo, Ac. 

(Signed) C EytA JIT> LC^WTH tilt 
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Inclosure in No. 23, 

Consul Devftj to Sir G, Lowtfter, 

(No, 4.) 

3ir„ Damimus, January 19* 1909. 

WlTTI ^referenco to my despatch No, .LG of the 13th October, 19083 respecting 
nJIairs in the Sfojd, T have ,tho honour io report that Tlainnitd-ibn-Seldmn, pndp and 
gUfirMi of the ynning Emir of l lsd! Stwud-ibu-Ilashid, has jbeen during theg||t four 
months trying with :i certain nmourit-oF success to ebnfplidate and unite the various 
Kub-i rihos oT Chilli mini' under his command and to draw to his sii k; as'idaiiy tribes- of 
the Najd as lie can, so that at. present ho is in a position to defy 31m Sooud and Ins 
forces (‘oiusoiitrated iu Kussim. The latter, moreover, has been deserted hiy the 
powerful tribes of Otedudi and Mutdr, who declare thnir hrdug independent of either 
of the two Emirs of Nejd, and further tjjfc ttrorig siiMribe of Sbnmmar, Asl|m, 
which left U)ii Etashid about n year ago and joined 11m tiooii'd, now ttimud hiick to 
Ibn Scbhanfo side; and consequently the Forces upon which I'm Suomi counted are 
diminishing in tlieiT oRectiyc, M that. lie abandoned the Idda of carrying an expedition 
against. I [ansa and the eastern const. 

Lately II m Sobhun retired from Kffiffium frontiers to Hall, and I bn Soon* l h stdl at 
Buret dob, in Iviissim, and it ts not pro liable that those two rivals will be engaged in 
battle in (ho near future 

I have, &c„ 

(Signed) G. F. DEVEf 


1,4783] No. 24. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received February r>.) 

(No, til. tamlidoiuiLil.) 

yi lr Pe.ra t January'A 0, LOOS). 

I HAVE the honour to reply to your despatch No. 10 of the 12th instant, 
roqucsl i n g my observations upon n scheme which is being put forward by certain 
British subjects in eonnnqtioii with a Syrian graft p for the construction of a railway 
faun Tripoli to limns, ami for the amelioratkm of Lho harbour at 1 lit: former town. 

I have but link- to add to the remarks contained in my predecessor^ Commercial 
despnltih No. Ld2 of the 2ijl.li November, L107* to which I have the hoi tour to invito 
your attention. It is obvious that the lost paragraph no longer holds good, as people 
arc now presenting themselves I'm* the development nf the project. 

E presume that tiio present group hope to evade the application of the stipulation 
in An idle 12 of the Bagdad Bail way Concession by the fact [hut. the new line wi 11 
not toitoll that railway. and so cannot In- considered us foiling ti branch pF it. 

In the present embryonic and eoufidouiial si (foe oT Hie negotiations between the 
private p» ii i«'s ciumcnunh i am reluctant, for I ear of damaging their interests, to 
inquire Imw strong an opposition,, whether political or linancial, they arc likely 
toe neon liter on the part of their Brents 1 1 avid German rivals, hut i can hardly doubt 
but I hat. il will be severe. 

ills Majesty's ConsuLi teticml at Beirutit» to whom I forwarded your despatch 
for Ids observations, had none to oiler beyond expressing the opinion ihcl the lino 
auglu ha prove a linancial success, lint he forwarded to me some letters from 
Miv Skinner, who is the ehief promoter oT the new sehenie, copies of wliicb I. have 
the honour to Forward herewith. From these il a|>peius that the Company is to be 
n British C§npatsy r : \yhEelL should materially tend to secure the favour,aid dial toid ion 
of ihr Furbish Government to the application lor a Otmecssion, (hough it will not 
lessen French iuul German opposition. 

Next yon will observe that ibo scheme is far more ambitious than it appeared 
from the papers submitted to you. The idea really is to carry it on from Moms to 
Dei run the Euphrates and (lienee down the river lo Bussornh, which will involve a sum 
of about K00<MJiH)h 'ii grunting their assistance and protection to the Tripoll-lloms 
scheme, His Majesty's Government are, of course, not cimiiniiliug them selves to the 
greater project, but tlie present scheme lifts to he viewed with & di Horen t eye when 

its propn^'d nltimaio development is considered. For instance, Una lit.und meet 

the Bngdrnl lino ui Deir, mul it is then a question if tluffioby an 11 ciubmnolle(uoiit 
2 L la mer" is not constituted. 
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Mr. Cumber batch, in noticing that flic Agreement between the Syrian Company 
and that under I he auspices of Sir Charles Campbell transfers all the rights of 
pre-emption of the former lo tho hitter, while it engages the former to provide a 
portion of the capital needed for making tile railway, adds tlmt he presumes Hint 
Sir Charles Campbell has taken guarantees For the carrying out of their engage mints 
by (lie Tripoli group to prevent difficulties being raised later on. It. is not easy to 
use too much caution in dealing with Syrians f 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) GEE Alt'!) GOWTHEK. 


In closure I in "No, 24. 

Mr. Sfltinner to Ck?-Consul A bid a. 


(Vht. Confident iaE.) Jaf mdfkrg, Ltmtikach (t!esM$> Gtwmnm^ 

Dear Mr. Ahda, October SO, HKB. 

NO doubt you will have been informed, by our Syrian friends that Air. EmMmo 
would, not accept Messrs. Carlton, Creig and‘Company's pnqjosats for carrying out 
the I’ripolillloms Railway, and as it wau impossible to get any other firm to undertake 
the business on Air. Ezzedino’s terms, I had to give up the scheme ns intended by our 
Syrian I rrends. 

In the mean ii me, the ebnstit.utioiial changes in Turkey and tin; Increased nitejvut 
that Eiighind and kranee are taking iu Turkish and especially Syrian nlthirs made me 
decide to lay (lie matter before our Foreign Office, bm in ah extencliid fin in, as 
] knew that our Foreign Office would lake imHif tle mba-est in such a small vail wav, 
as we intended it to E>e, from Tripoli |d "Homs, tu vituv of the gran I elTnHs the 
Gta'inau Government is making to obtain eonf.rol of the greater jiart of Mesopotamia 
and Syria through its Bagdad Railway, I suggested an English competition fry 
building a eonneeting line between tbe Atediterraiteau and the Fersiau Gulf, for 
which no better shirting point than Tripoli could be found, on account of its splendid 
lmrbour and Its dost: proximity In Cyprus and tho Egyptian ports ami Ihe Sues 
Canal, L am pleased Lo say that I met with success, and mat levs a ns pm grossing so 
far so satisfactorily that Sir Charles Campbell, Vice-Admiral mid K.C.G., is appidumd, 
and lias undertaken inis post to be British Agent in London for eum'ing h>ui ihis 
gigantic sehoirn Jointly with us the French Go von uncut, has taken the greatest 
interest, in tlie undertaking, which has hc?en persunally apprevtd of by the French 

Miuistm's, Cleraencjgau and Tinhorn, who have also no mi uated iwn Agents, ..I v, 

Al. i’abre-.laice nf the Credit Lyon mi is (Vice-Fresi dead i ami M, Titeques Siegfrieds of 
the Bauquede 1‘AfrispLe dc Si a I, to eo-ctpefgie with sir Cluu-les Oamptjell for carrying 
out the scheme. 

The leading 3tanks for the finance of (be business arc- — 

For EnyiautL —Baron iV Erl anger. 

For Fra tier .—Tlie Credit Lyonnais. 


One half of the capital is to hr. subscribed by the English Bank, the other half 
by the Credit Lyonnais. 

In view of ibis joint working of the higge-t banks in England and I.Tiince nud 
tile assistance M the French Gnvermiuml and our Foreign Glfier, there is every 
legibility now that this railway will s(art from 'i’ripcti and he carried via Unins to 
Ddr on the ISuphmtea, arid from there along the Euphrates lo JSussorahj r>r .-u far ;m 
the Fiver .Fujilarateh Is navigable for bigger ships to tho J’urchin Gulf. Tlu; capilui 
required for this undertaking is naturally a very large one, as tho length of. lino is 
nearly 1,000 miles mid will absorb circa SJJOfofifKJ/. 

J i.ave laid all [Ive former negotiations with our Syrian friends before tho 'foreign 
Office, mid gave all [he original Itil turn I held, Of course, I had to men I inn tho great 
aitieiinl of trouble: mid Ihe untiring inleresT you ymirseli' have luken in getting thin 
business so Ihr, and 3 reported In Sir Charles tEiat il was only through your inlluo'Lco 
we managed to keep the business sb h>»g in our hands and n-reveiitiug btliers from 
getting hold of it, mid I lirtve no clou)it that your services in this matter null bo 
remembered in some form or. another. 

Now (Sir Charles has written tome nEioirtour Syrian friends and flieir en-opemiiim 
vrijr the Anglo-Frendi, OcnnjKiny carrying out this underEnking, nud he ? Lt i-s thn( for 
]H>li[-ieal reasuiis it is most imporLunl lhal. tliis Gompuuv must ho au A agio French* 
[lb-12] ' " I 












Syrian one, find that. El: is absolutely necessary that our Syrian friends arc incorporated 
in this business, not so much on account oF tho capital they will invest in this under¬ 
taking as to dear away some obstacles which some of the continental Powers 
(Germany) an 1 sum to raise when the Concession will he applied tor.- To an Anglo- 
French Company they may object* but to an Anglo-Erench-Syrinn Company they 
cannot* as they have no grounds to lmsa their objections upon, for nobody can hinder 
the Syriaffs TrOtn developing their own country, and by means of railways and harbours 
this can best be effected. 

For tliis. reason I have suggested to Sir Charles that our Syrian friends enter into 
the Anglo-French Company on ihc form nr conditions, namely * that they carry out the 
original programme fora line from Tripoli to ’] Corns* and the Anglo-French Company 
will find half Ihn capital required for 1 hi a n section **—to start with — of the Tripoli- 
Persian Guii" Railway, and if our Syrian friends then like to invest further capital for 
tho prolongation from I loins to Deir and the Persian Gull', of course they arc quite 
welcome to subscribe such amounts as they wish to invent. II El] you ihcrpliHv be so 
kind# to explain this business to Mr. FsHse'dindj and point out to him that on tliis^sifto 
(Ili l greatest importance is attached to the on-operation of tins. Syrians with the Anglo- 
French Coin puny, mid what an immense profit Tripoli and Us trade will derive Horn 
being made the centre of the Mediterranean once tSic line is carried as far as Jhissorah, 
in which doubtless Mr. Ivzzcdino and his friends will take a very great shave. Will 
you please, then, get Mr. Fzuedine to state what amount of capital is likely to bo 
subscribed bv him and Ills friends—- 


{«,.) For the bnp Tripoli"!tijm Si 

(£.) For the line I leiiis-Mr- Uussomh. 

This statement J should suggest to be made in a form lb® can be laid directly 
before Sir Charles. 

Kindly get also Mr. Eazegine acid lm friends to state their willingness to order 
onto a co-operation with the AngLuOimfph Company, and that, lie 1$.agreeable to Sir 
Cliafles Campbell neting as agent also on their behalf in England. When oil this is 
settled somebody will probably come out to Constantinople arid Tripoli to arrange all 
the details of the under taking with Mr* EttmHne and Ids friends. 

Do not forget to i nun Li mi to Mr. E/.zedine and his friends, and for information to 
liis Iriond Mi-. Moussuli at Beirnutj that as regards the commissions to he paid to him 
and Mr, Moiistfuli as was arranged in London that that arridBment Sudds, of course* 
good, mid should more capital he subscribed beyond* Homs the ion m ueration will also 
ho larger. 

! leave it to your discretion to inform Messrs. Yanni almut thispctfe|; of course, 
if rhe business goes Ihrough they will get also the commission as arranged previously. 

I it eo i idled on. t must, poind out that in case* against all especial ions, Mr* K^edine 
should nol consul loco-op mate with the Anglo-French Company for tarry fog out iho 
mil way* it-is to be feared sliai ihe Cunecssioii will be taken up all the same hy Lhu 
Viiglo-FreneU Company, and, (hough under d I file allies* carried out ; but Mr.. IvzKeditm 
mid his friends mid M r, Y&uui would not profit in anyway by such a ineueedEng, as 
the Auglo-Fi'Oiich (tanpany would assuredly refuse to pay any coiftLiiis.riuns it' they 
cibtmned tho Conctssst<m wEtlioul the co-operation ot our Syrian Irieuds. 1 hope ibis 
will, not be ihe cage, and you will gel Mr. Iv/Kcdiue and Company Lo j on in this 
enterprise, out of wliieb a lot of money will find Els way into the pockets jjf our Syrian 
friends if they work witli us. 

Please got Mi\ Ezzcdine to semi the two stateincnIs I iiskedfur assouii as possible* 
so thnl Sir Charles niay know wbuLfurther slops lo take, as the business k being urged 
mi as fast as possible. 

[ have no doubt you will be very pleased to hear these interesting and good news, 
but l must beg that you will, keep thorn as secim its possible, and enjoin Mr. \kwetdhc 
and Mr. Yiuini to do likewise; till positlvts facts admit of publishing ibis very 
important luuhsrtnking, which no doubt will have a very startling effect in some 
countries. 


Yours* &■c. 

(Signed) UAKlll 11, Y, sSKLNNEli, 



In closure 2 in No. 2 J 


Mr. Sfnmicr to I 'k'c-Consitl Harris. 


Auf Eichberg, Ln a hr bach Gentium/, ‘ 

My dear Dr* .1 [arris * ‘|o, |[j|§[. 

INCLOSED I send you it letter to Mr. G. S, Yanni, with two inch »su res, namely,, 
a draft Agreement, between Sir Charles Campbell and Baton d 1 Ivi-kiuger a in l Co 
on the one part and Messrs, iim?iEinii and Co. on the other part, for ihn preliminaries 
to set flip Tripoli i Loins 'Railway and Harbour I'm]jmvomcrit sehomo agoing. F also 
scud a copy of Sir Charles* letter to the. -Foreign Office in .London, sent here on (ho 
28th instant. In regard to tps letter, T beg to remark that Sir Charles had a long 
interview at the Foreign O'jpce with t-ho head of the Syrian branch on Hie 2bth 
instant* and they agreed on all points relating to tins Tripoli-Homs Railway and 
Harbour Improvement scheme* promised all the if''support and otleifd a&tanco, and. 
in order to lake stops in this respect, Sir Charles was asked to send in a Icltor to the 
Foreign Office giving all the details, and ask officially for the Foreign Office support. 
This letter (copy of wliieb 1 spud inclosed) was sent to (.lie Foreign UlUco on the 
Sstli instant, and now the road is clear. I solid all these letters in you, Mint before 
giving them to Messrs. Yaiudi Ibr Mr. k&tfcdiue, you may mad them c;md'ully through 
and iiil'orm youi-sdf on all points and know wha(. is going on; Eifiuv wards please give 
these letters and indt^nres to llpa, Yanni for air. 'Fmaluie, urging them now to 
carry out all 1 ask for in this letter and in mv jSevions ones to you with as little 
delay as pnssEble, so that we can go abend with the business* 

Trusting to hear from you, Aics^t’s, Yanni and Ezzeditng soon, vonra very 
faitlifully* 

(Signed) HARJiY 1L V, SKINNER, 

Hhiif titttjhirer. 


rndosuro 3 in No. 21 


Mr. Skinner to Messrs. G. S. Ywawi 


Arf Kichbvrtj t L'mierhactt (I {rss K rn)> Gvrmnnit t 
Di’ar Sira* Now tit Hr dO, 1EI06. 

I AM much obliged to you for ynnv kind letter of the 17lh instant a few days 
ago; 1 had also one from Dr. Harris.. 

At last we have now tlm business in the right quarter, and from all appearance h 
seems as if i( would ’Iw a great snort as. at any mie, wo have iho very best po rplts in 
ii with the best intentions to ilo ii interested in it, L am sending you a short Agree- 

ittCHt drriwn ii[f by Sir Ctmi'his Campbell arid Rama d 1 Krlaugor and Cos lo *.. I'm- 

the present, as a [i-rcliiinnary basis for a deiilite Agreement tu I.. into soul 

concluded and rufjlicd. on tho spot in .Syria* J stmd you also a Jotter whieh, at thi' 
n‘quest of the London Foreign Oflico, Sir CSirles has laid lud'oru th ■ Set:rotary of 
Statu for Foreign A flairs, in order (hat steps can ho taken at onuoby.our British 
Embassy at Constantinople to protect out interests and piiivojit anybody else from 
steppiiu;-in and laking up I lm ('Miieessi'.in. I musl .remark lb Ell., for the pvustint, I 
have already written to Hr.' Ilarris, we must only apply for a ('.'dneesahm # rnr :ih 
tfnms, afterwards going on with Hie railway,# mum ns it is aid rial at Tripoli. Now, 
what I wish M r, FzKedine and yauirself to do is this 

1. To lot us know r if you eon scut to this Agreement, leaving ii In you to add any 
clauses you may wish to, though for tho present I think it contains everything 
necessary fora prelim man, Agreement, till the final one is drawn up out I here 

2, To send, if it has not l high tlwic already, a document empowering Sir Charles 
In act on behalf of the Syrian group in this business in London with us little delay us 
possible. 

To infirm your friends.at CuiisbuM [no] !e that an ripplicalion will liu made tor a 
Concession In coils trite E and work a railway from Tripoli to 11 tuna, and also for Urn 
improvement i>f the harbour at Tripoli in connection wish tins railway* requesting 
your friends fa assist in every way, that such a (toncession is given witli every possible 
.speed, this being of flic utmost importance and Fir thu muLuol beisellt. oT all those 
concerned in thu undertaking* 













As regards Hie Agreement, diawn up liy Sir Charles and Company, I point out 
ilint^ the commission for you mid Mr. lis^Kodiixi lias berm left out oil purpose, as 
1 think that when the final Agreement is drawn up out there on the spot between 
your group mid llie London one. you will he able In make hotter terms and obtain a 
higher sum, and [ will support you for all your trouble a, than we agreed upon in 
London, Tt was for thisilismi il was omitted to mention any special fern in tills 
preliminary Agreement assuring you which shall in no ease he less than agreed upon, 
and tor which ample means have been set aside, I have written to 'lh\ Harris a few 
days ago explaining what I wanted him to ask JJr, Emdine to do, and t am now 
awaiting to hear Irani him, and, of course, now also from you, 1 requested him 
especially to hog you, Afca&s. teedine and Lis group (o consent to my using iluj title 
of “ Chief Cong tilting and |bwslructing Engineer^ cm belief of the Syrian group, 
and act in that, character, I shall consider ir. a great favour if a letter to this purpose 
was sent me hy Mr. E iodine and his group. 

Awaiting your JurthiT good news, and with my best compliments aBd amcerest 
regards to Air, Ezmlincaud viiuTwelves, I. am, &c, 

(Signed) EAETLy IL V, yTv 1XNElk, 

Chic/ Engineer , 


Inelosurc 4 in No. 2d, 


Agreement brtwetm Sir C. Cttwpfoti, British Admir% find Messrs. limit c d'Erfonger 
(tnti Go,, Littnfou, on tin; one parf and Messrs. Mtisiupha t'zzedinv anti Co., Tripoli, 
Syria, on she other part. 

KM!. CHARLES CAMPBELL to he the British Representative and Agent, with 
JKWlr to net. for 1 he group, 

f Huron 1C mite dMIrlangqt and Company, British Bauk&rs and Financiers, of 
20, Risliopsgaiu Street (V. iihin), City of London, lo Iso the Rankers and Emanciors* 

:L Messrs, I Ruling ;vnd Company to be the head Contractors for the line, 

■L Mr, Mustupha Emidi no and Company to he tfe local Sub-Con tractor, and to 
act locally jointly with the British Contractor and Agents. 

5 The moment Che preliminaries Can 3n- arranged mi Anglo-Symm Company, to 
no h'fiiM'd with :\ capital ol I min Iib0,00bh In AOBjOOU/. Tlic propovl ions in Syria and 
threat Britain to he mutually agreed upon,. 

jj*. ^ u ' lhlin,t * £ d Hie Company to he “ The Anglo-Syrian IVipnliMIoms Bail wav 
and I ripolt Harbour Improvement Company/' 

7, Messrs, d LrJanger and Company to send out an engineer and accountant lo 
Mirvry i hi' lino and conclude arrange mi mts and Agreement, with Messrs, kmaline 
and Company on the spot-, if Messrs. kzzedine agrees to the general terms of this 
Agreement, Sir Charles Campbell lo obtain ihe Coucflkm from the Turkish 
(lOvmmicuL assisted by Messrs. Ez$rjdhic ns much ns possible. 

(signed) C. CAMPBELL, 

&M1LK 1)’ 1311 LAtfGEll and Co. 


Landon, November LS)()S, 


T$mi, Syria, 


(Signed) 


Inch'sure 5 in No/24, 

f ice-Admiral Sir (\ Vampbdt to Sir Edward Greg. 

, & tout is 'ten ace, Onslow Gardens, South Reusing lav, 

hEt , nnn , .. . _ London* November 27, 1908, 

L lAi t the honour to bring to your notice tlm details of an undertaking 
wlueJi has tor its object dm improvement of the harbour of Tripoli, and the 
^o'mik's 0,1 ° ^ Hftilway from Tkriflf lo Uoms, a distance of some 

i, I hc pvpseuL owners of tin? Tiipoli-lfoms road for waggon^ eamfes, tkc. f are 
wheiiViirm'^r H ■ " ' Vt,U d “ U lliL> l ' 0 ^ 10 the Tripoli-lli.ms Hallway Company 


3. Bankers, Einaneers, &o, 

I. have approached Messrs. d'ErlnngCr and Company, British Thinkers j iii.il 
Financiers, of 20, IHshOpsgatc Street (Within), and they have consented lo investigate 
the scheme in detail, and to send out an engineer and accountant to make a survey and 
estimate with a view of forming a Company if the report is satisfactory. 

4, This Company would be a British Company under British management, and its 
head-quarters will he in Loudon. 

The estimated capital required is from 350,000/. to 4 j(J0,00GL 

6. The chief Contractors would be English (Messrs. Pauling ami Company). 

£>. Loir id labour would he employed to the fullest ex lent possible, and 
Messrs. Bmidinc and Company, who besides owning the prfcsonf road have properly 
along the line, would ha the local Contractors. 

7. Some French eapitalisEs have, expressed a desire lo vo-opemfo. and if 
satisfactory arrangements can hr made their assistance might ha accepted, but on no 
account will any Gorman assistance bo sought, or interference permitted, 

8. The present Const i tut urn Es solely and purely Anglo-Syrian, and I am most 
anxious with as Utile delay as possible to obtain a Concession from the Turk lull 
Government for the laying of Hie roils on the present road, and making flic necessary 
alteration* irt curves, gradients, Ac. 

D. Under the above conditions, I have the honour to request, nn behalf of (lie 
Aiiglo-Syihvn group, whom 1' represent in England, Hint. the British Government Kill 
grout- the undertaking Ik? privilege of its support, and such assistance as h constate it 
with the existing regulations mid customs in obtaining a Concession for the TripuJE- 
Lloms Hail way and Tripoli Harbour Improvement. .My object in making this request 
is to prevent the possibility of the scheme being taken up by German capital. 

L am, &&, 

(Signed) C LI AILLE8 CAM MB ELL. 


[48071 


No. 25, 


India Office to Foreign Office.-—i Received Fchnianj 5 ,) 


Sir, India Office t Fcbrwmj'd, 1 HDSL 

ItV ET1l reference to previous eomeqnmdcucc as to the Abu Musa oxide qneslimi. 
ending with Hie letter from this Offices of the Hilt Xovembcr last, wiiich iiiclosed, ropy 
of [he Resident's Idcgrom to the Govern man t of India of the Iftth October, l.SMH, [ 
am d iron ted lo inclose copy of a telegram on the suhjeol from the Goverhinent of 
India, d^ted Hie 3itl rlamiary, UHOS), logether with copy of the Resident's letter ol lbo 
29th Xovt otbpv therein refem-d to. The situatirm ras regards l:lie oxicjte already mined 
was explained lo the German Government- in Eir E. Grey’s ndlc of the 2'ird July 
last. 

Viscount M[>rley would he glad to he favoured with the views of Seerehiry 
Sir E. Grey on the suggestion of the Government- of India that t.lus German Govern^ 
ment should be asked lor delipitp iulbrmaHon as to the alleged forward controcls uf 
Me^sa's, \VuiidvlianH iuu|^' to the intentions of tile hrtn with regard lo lurt Iwr shijj- 
moots of oxide from the island. 

As regards ihe lx^ommencciiLOril of mining operations. Lord MoiTm is of opinion 
that any wttrk ol the kind sltmihl, if imssihle, bo avoided ptindiitg a set Lie u um t of the 
ease with the GurmM: GovernmeiiL Consideration of the action to be taken In 1 lie 
even I either of ait application from .Messrs. £ l rick, or of a demand hy Messrs. VVi'mek- 
Imus l'ora I'nrlhcramount of oxide beyond that already mined on their account, may 
perhaps be deferred lit! the occasion rises. In Hie lirsi vmiliagency tin 1 question may 
rLt: of exclusive rights that may tic claimed by Messrs. Wmicklntns in respesd of 
Atm AEusn oxiiio under their ctndKiet with EIjishjiil of the l^i damimy, ItKMh But the 
.Mcmuromlnm to the (iennan t iovcnmicnt of the HHb July, undertook no more 
than Hunt. Me.^rs, Wfinckhaus sliotild lie enabled lo pmeure a limited amount of 
oxide with a view to fulfilling eon tracts made before the enuccIhUion of the lease. 

As regards Hie question of guaranteeing dm Ik'stdeuoy Agents broil., who 

would In: entrusted temporarily n Lt.l) ihe mining U|K,Tlitions in the event of furtlh r 
supplies being saiLclioiujdT sheru seems no reason why the purchasers, if other them 


j (; i-i 


“ Sec' tmliJ yiliee, ( 4 H'pvct 1 lo tsiu-.i. ^ululwrty08. 
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•MeftBTs. Wfrnckhatis, should not pay a price sufficient to cover the cost of the opera 
tioTis, But if Messrs. Woncklmua are the purchasers, they may claim to be mutled, 
under Hie coning of the 1st June, 1000, to pay no more than 13s. GA a ton, a pace 
Which Major Cox’s letter of the 23th November, 190S, suggests might not cover til© 
cost of the operations. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A- GQDLEY. 


Inclosure. 1 in No. 25, 

fjtl|?eranieR£ of India to Viscount Morley* 

(TeiagnrafeScij I’. . . „ „ . ; 

PLEASE refer to telegram from Resident, Persian Gulf, dated the I.Jth October, 

. .inline Abu Musa Oxide Concession, forwarded with weekly letter of the Snd 

October/ Removal of oxide lifts not been begun by Hasswin, and Major Cox lias been 
told Ijy Gertmm Consul that there has been no move on of Messrs. M bnekliaus, 

ahlmmdi he ha# since .Tune, reminded firm from time to time of obligation to give us 
nulLcc” Stres$ Wj)#1ot 3 in the German ease on the loss which, owing to failure to 
supply oxide in accordance with terms of forward. contracts, hud been mcuiTcd by 
AYimckhrunc The inaction of the firm, particularly m view ol tact 1 hat the Abu M tisa 
oxide has no assured position in the trade, lends Major Cox to doubt whether forward 
cbiitracts existed. The 400 tons shipped by the Louise 11 arc rumoured to he lying 
ft t Hamburg unsold As regards negotiations with Germany we have no recent 
information concerning jn-egress that has bison made, but, it possible, it, would appear 
destinblc that definite! information as to nature of alleged forward contracts, and ns to 
IntMitUb of Messrs. Wbnekbnus respecting further shipments, unless there is 
demand for oxide, should bo obtained from German Government If R^u eney 
Aunt’s brother is required to carry out furtl^r mining operations, it will be 
neiwary to guarantee hS against loss. Major Cox appears to have been ml or on id 
l ,v local* ageist of Messrs. St rick and Co., that 60l tons will lm req uired by his firm. 
\\n\w Cox rEScemmendftj and we arc disposed to agree, that, unless Ibis be 1tiu. h 
brot her of lic^deuey Agent should wait until there is some demand for aside before 

lenummcncing mining operations. . * , ,, p .. 

Major Cos 3 'letter of the 2-lth November, forwarded with weekly letter of the 

M-th ultimo, explains the whole case. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 25. 

Major Co;r to Government of India. 

(Confident iii!,) BuMns Number aS, 1903. 

1 HAVE the honour to lay before Qfflraaiment the present local osped ot hit 

2 It will seen from the Enclosure to my letter dated the 8th June, that 
Hi&im Saumivoh and Mr, fawn oitimat#, in May last, that the preporti m ol mined 
oxide lying on Urn island* which Hm Of marketable quatitv and winch thuy nould 
}/rimti iiirk be glad to ship, amounted to afimt 3,900 tonsbut Messrs* V .nickImus 
agent then had no mm of any desire on the part of hij principals to ship uiore in the 
imar future, and llassau Sanmlyeh (who was informed by me that he was at bheriy to 
handle t& oatidu for the German firm according to tlieir requirement-?) replied 
under the circumstances* he would not commence moving more material to the shore 

until after the hot weather. . . , . T * , 

\ little* lati-r iTiilvinit to a conituuiuiialton ot dims!, Ill a lettar ol wjucii I ineloso 
*' eonv Dr. List.'iunnii, 0«rnm.i Crainul. undertook I« give W Aw warning ot any 
ill!i'lltion .... the nart of MtijSsrii. WSucIcImim tn take a further rtltnmmt; ami Mnoc ray 
iv Siim from Sliirar. at flm Iwginiliiig .of the present uuuilli, ray eolteagiui has uilormi'd 
m( . that altliunjrli sine' June lie lias from lira.- tn tiroo r.'inimlail II rises. M thick nans 
of H$r obligation to give us ail«i|«ate notice, up to dale the lirra has made no sign in 
I hat direction. H e is now making anoUier referenco to them. 

Ilassnn Simmiveli did, indeed, inform our Agent that lie ivnuld ... work 

after |ho end of Ikutman (fire* Ha 1 2dth October), hut. he has tmi vrt sinned 
operations. It will be rcmc-mbcrcd, however, lliat f-huro is already a Unbrace ot about 



J/M) tans lying on the sea-shore which Use ” Louise” could not take in April, and 
which will form a jtucldM for (he nexl shipment, and ITriHsau knows that, lie can 
go on removing the other material to the sea, as soon 3is the German firm are ready for 
liim to do so. 

It. is clear, therefore, that, as far as wu arc concerned, what is necessary for the 
facilitation of their operations on the accu mu kited oxide lias been done. The delay 
winch has occurred has been on their own part and we can do no mom :u present then 
await an int imation from them. 

3 b This inactivity on the part of the German firm during the past seven months 
has a hearing upon the question of forward contracts to which l venture to diivei 
attention. 

In the communications of Ills Majesty’s. Government- marginally cited/'- 
emphasis is laid on the expediency of our making arrangements to enable 
Messrs. UYnsekhaus to fulfil their con tracts ”• , * . * ^ undertaken before the ea nee 1- 
Ialien of the lease.” 

■In this connection it will be remembered that Mm German f.’ase dated the 
31st Rcefiinber* LliS7,represented Messrs, M^niekhau^as daitnEng'^wi eimcc^iomuitre 
against the Sheikh, Complaint was made that tup Shdkh’s action had ]ire\Lmlcd the 
cMuecssiomiaires front fulOiling their contracts to WAnekhauK omh-r the document 
f.u-iiiiiig 1 nclosxire 5 of {.lie Gorman Case, but all tliat was said regarding contracts 
fiTiin Alessrs. Wbackhaus to firms in EuiSpe was that Lt I liar Wriiu khans on Ins side 
I ns already sold tlicirou oxide to his shipper, and, in order to fulfil his ; ohligation, must 
buy oxide elsewhere at a high price.” 

F ilo not think \vl have anything more definite (.ban l itis regarding Herr Wbuek- 
haus 1 forward contracts. 

\ may usefully observe here that '** Abu Mum oxide” has not yet achieved a 
repulation or assured position in fhe trade, as has " Hormu| oxide ;and nmatiwlnle it- 
U regsoiiahle to suppose that no trader in Kurnpe would hi' likely to commit himself In 
1 ‘ forward contracts M covering any long period of time or c(?nsidcral>lo quantity of 
mulerlah The Ihd: ts flint, up to now the Abu Musa brand has proved of variable 
quality; souil! consignments have been approved ami some not, and the mercliaiU in* 
Europe is thus in Hie habit of protecting himself by stipulating, ,l I will taki: so many 
tons of oxiilo or flic same quality as the shipment by such ami sucsli a vessel.” Tin? 
ierhis of Ilsessati Sanmiyeh's contract of the 1st Juno, 1900, with Messrs. W oiickbaua 
support this statement* 

Cbnsoqueutly, though, as stated in the tier man Case, LIussau Hainaij^ih lias 
engagements with Wouokhaus to th© extent set tortli in the document ot the 
ii.si June, IS30G, it seems very improbable that l:err \\ duekhaus has, or ever bud, any 
I'urward contracts in connection with the Abu Musa nmU iial of such a definite mdore 
as to cause him to stand to slier h m ^ noiiMullilment, and his present inactivity 


give# support to this supposition* 

I liavis drawn attention to this point as a prefnec to tlu? Inquiry whether il would 
tini he Jvisahlr for us to ask for a little more definite information regarding.liaise 
nouii'oet* which we have given Messrs* Wdnekhaus credit lor having entered into, 
prior tn the cancellation of the Abu Musil lease* At present iheijfc is nothing to 
pi'eidndc the firm from claiming to have contracts in lluroho np to [.lie 
1st Jiine; 1910, and thus prtilb&iug [fassan Samaiyelfs ro msec lion with the island 
until then* 

l. A nether point for rcinark is that, accords ug to reliable report, the skfam-Msip 
Louise s 1T cargo of last April is still lying at Hainhuig nnsoUl, and il seen is puwhh* 
Men the pretext may be advanced by the German firm (in order to niakt; cupital out i i 
the non-sale) lliat 1 he delay which intervened between the time at which t Isis dispute arose 
ami Use date oH lie “ Louise's 11 arrival, had caused the oxide shippgrf by hot'toduleriuriitc. 
In view of tins possihihiy, 1 would mention tbnl it has always been i he custom gw 
i In- oxide operator!*, whether at Hormuz or Abu Musa, In nccumnhiLe by leisurely' work 
il .i small scale in slaeb limes h considerable quantities of oxide ready tor shipment 
when orders come in ; and oxide so nee lui minimi, wlmu the surface is ^aeted on by rain 
or damp, seems to provide itself with a hard superficial evust which is on leu hi led 
bulb to preserve the inlfirior from deteriorulit>u from weather or Irom inlulteivuion by 
sand, 

8o much furthu material already mined and at the disposal of 1 fas sun Bainaiyeb 
ami the Gernmn firm, 

* 111,:in OiTjeo, ikiruli ai, v> ImiU Oiliia', Aj.ril hsdii* Uilke, JepUiuiK'r 3, 1SW&. 







5* Lastly, IS ere is the question of ftjwh niiuiihg operations to lie considered. In 
ibis cm meet. Inn, Government lifryfc fieri tied Hint it is not expedient that Hie Sheikli of 
fthumub should issue n formal (Jnnccs&ion to a British linn until tin 1 dispute with 
Germany is net I led. Meanwhile,, ns reported, in my telegraph, ifEura?,, of tlio 
isJih Ofloinloos, the h collier of the Kckidbncy Agent at Lin»uh is prepared to 
undertake (ha necessary mining operations either without contract under Ihe 
instructions! of the itesidcmry, or on a emitted with the Sheikh* Any temporary 
contract with the Sheikh is, however, in my ojiiniim, unworkable,and it is agreed that 
no contract for a term of years is for the present desirable. 

We arc therefore mliiced to the Prfit alternative and this to me seems muqh tins 
Mio.sl. convenient under the drcntmtcnce^ 

Hul it. will he dearly difficult to make an entirely sat is factory arrange incut unless 
the working agent is guaranteed against loss. 

The posit ion is t his :— 

The eotLveyrtiif e of the oxide, when mined, In the shore, transport involving an 

outlay of nearly 0 , 0 ( 1 " rupees.. he provided in order to pm, operations on an HTrruvn 

rooting; thorn will also be recurring expenditure amounting to about SCO rupees 
per mouth according to I he degree of expedition necessary and the number of coolies 
employed (ritlr estimate attached), < )uy Agent's brother or other nominee could hardly 
he expected to [nr nr s lie above expenditure without definite orders for oxide in quaiil ities 
such 1 hnls iln proceeds* will be sulbcten! to reimburse him. At present all wo 
have in prospect is a pi oho hie request for a sample shipment of 500 tons hy 
Messrs* St rick. 

The Inlter pity 12*. hr/, par ton for rlie HormiiK oxide, and Messrs. Wtinckhaus 
IJjar] (ie/. for the Abu Musa brand. if Messrs. St rick paid 15#. (jo. for 500 lims s 
the proceeds, would he 7,750 rupcea, wliicli would bandy cover the outlay if no 
further orders were received. If they paid even £.js, the proceeds would well cover 
the whole•-amount expended and give a margin of profit an well* Tlic risk incurred 
by Government of ultimately losing money hy giving a guarantee is therefore very 
small, and in any ease we might reasonably arrange with fclfo Siieikh ttmt the money 
be reimbursed from tin. 1 proceeds, if and when a new concession is granted. IT, 
therefore, Mrs-is. Slriiik signify 1 heir willingness to take the 500 tons, as their local 
agent Has advised, I recommend that I be authorijopd to instruct the Kesideney 
A gem’s brother to go abend, and to inform him that over this shipment ho will 
be guaranteed against loss, t will undertake that expenses are supervised and kept 
down to the utmost. 

i beg thftt this question may lie given early consideration pending receipt of 
Messrs. Hindis reply from London, expected dinrily, 

(I. U Messrs. Strifk do cud now want a sample—(their decision probably depends 
on wink I is passing between tin m ami the Mein in regard to llorinuu)—theii I think 
we might postpone the actual institution of fresh mining opemtioliis until some other 
demand Ibr oxide is noli lied ; hut, in any case, I would ask (lie same authority 
to couuueace work through the Liugah Agent's brother when necessary, under the 
arrangement above suggested. 

7 In view of iln 1 ..itly bad reception of the “ Louise's 11 cnrgk it seems 

possible that Messrs, Wouekhans may say that (ho quality of the accumulated oxide 
not now finding a market, they would Lie glad to have some of the freshly-mined 
art Eele. 

I ... tba! in Elicit ease we could assume that they had no further claim on 

the remainder of the accumulated oxide, and should inform Nassau Simiaiyeb that he 
could either take it by a certain date or leave it 

Me could 1 1 1 i’ii go on supplying Messrs. Wtihckliaus or ol hers with ItTshly-miued 
material under the above arrangement, until Min Majesty's Gov Tumeui are in a 
position to reel mi mend the gran! of another Coiieessiou by the Sliotkh of Bhnrgab 
under oni' auspices* 

ft, lbe. Ilesideney Agent at Liugnli reported on the 17th November that- 
AbdulhdmelIassEin Siunaiyeli had been getiing various religious luminaries to rtffiord 
t heir opinions in reply to some questions which bad been submitted to them regarding 
l Hr Abu Musii hvoe. and that Mr, Brawn was endeavouring wil h considerable dillicuUy 
lo make Inundations of the papers, beyond Ibis ! have no special inlVnimfton as to 
action which i he German Ih'm maybe taking locally in trounce! ion with the arguments 
which have been exchanged between ourselves ami the German Government in lids 
case* 


in closure 3 in Mo. 25. 


Dr. Lixteman ri hi Major Car. 

M* le Evident., Bashire, te IS jtmi, 1908, 

J-Ai;i'ho)iT]our d'aceusrer recaption do voire lettre on date du ft da cc mois, pur 
laquelle yous avex Idem voulu mhufbrmer de ce qua votre Gouve moment vows a donnu 
ties instructions d'avertlr 1c Cheikh de CHargah qu'il dpvuit permeMra Tin lavement, 
par MAI. Wuncklmus. ct CiO* du tout i’oxyde dej:i mine ct amoncelc sur kilo 
d'Aboii Mousui. Jo ne mauquerai pas de voijs ; veitir, column vmis on ayea expiimti 
le dcsir, lorsquo la maison U'bnekhaus desire fa ire uii autre churgeiunuf. 

Jo vous remureie on mCme tumps d'avoir bicn voulu m informer de ee quo 
f ? a]]pai'cil de chaigeinent, Ac,, so trouve en lien shr sur lTlte dMhoti Mousa. 

Bn vous remerdant hion sine Fremont du bicuveillanE concoiirs pie vous iivuz hi on 
voulu me prfiter jusqu'ii prdsont, rlans cotto affaiiq, Jo voua prie, Ac, 

Lc Consul Inipdrial (VAHenSigiie, 

(Sign<S) 11. LISTiiMANN. 


Indusuru 1 in No, 25* 

Estiuats; of Cost involved in starting dlieient Mining Operations on Abu 

Musa Islhud* 



Initkl, 

IJccurj'Li)^* 

fliruaf bont tor plying from Liugiih lo Aliu ihiax 
to curry pr<>visiom?, Ac, . * ,. 

0 ?iii n II liglitors, nt JLK) mpecK *. 

lL J ff tliiie tiiiUK from Minuli fer ImLn ., 

2EM> mats from Bn moth li 
.1 Krnsuiw cliundutH 

5,000 bflaikota ^ , 

\ Ijiitkwk gharries*, 

5 bullocks ., 

L r ) dunkuya .. ., ., i. 

40 cootccs^ , * ., ■. 

'2 Tmdnls », ., 

1 lHhistin. * ,, . - . * ., 

25 crowbar, ;it. -1 runites; 2i\ apctrlna, ;il 1 rupuc . 
Wisce]i.l^nec»lit Mpiwia for fddtw! Hie. ., 

Rupees, 

L h r ici0 

1 2h 
eo 

m 

:m 

5011 

soo 

725 

iuot 

no 

Eiuf'OCK. 

240 per luoutli. 

520 

40 

■to 

Totil .. *, 

4,L!00 

S40 

(Signed) P. Z. COX. 


[5065] No. 26. 

Sir <3, Ucwthe? ia Sir Ed ward GrGy,—February l?,) 

(No. 65.} 

Sir, P m> t Jtmuurt} 30, 1909- 

' J HA Mi the lioiibiH 1 to transmit to vou horewitb copy of a despatch dated i ho 
5th ultimo, which reached me on ihe 28th of that month, from His Majesty’s Consul 
at Bussorah reporting fuTtI \ov eases of piracy on l.ho Shatt-el-Avabj and t he incompe¬ 
tence or reluctance of Use local authorities to put mi cud to this staEu of tilings, 
Air. Crow adds that the iVoqueiit instructions sent from Coi^tanlinOpIc iircphsiugawlcd, 
but though i was uot very sanguine of good moults, jet there Is the hope that the 
more resolute character of the present Minister ot the Interior, Hussein Elilmi Pasha, 
and the good hiteulimni oT the ralonncd (fovioriifficnt id I urkey inn)! make themselves 
felt in this long disordered corner of the Umpire, In lho meantime, I received a 
lolcgmiu on the Lst instant reporting an attack on the '* Blosae Lynch,” and 1 have the 

* Numl^r ol diggers enjiJoynliJc on expodtiicm SpEt^ir^ :cid ofux nf iiusidiig b[u...< j . At 

m'diiiiii-y- liuu's LWffniy ar« a-ufficwnL 
4 f [Sfe ?| 














honour to inclose a despatch which has subsequently; readied me vecountuag this 
incident. 1 accordingly approached Hilmi Pasha on the subject, suggesting that 
the Vali uii^lit Tgp instructed. to invito the co-operation of the Persian authorities of 
Mbliammerob. 

His Excellency then sent detailed orders to the Vali of Bus surah, directing him 
to use all energy in preventing the occurrence of similar acts of violence, and 
an tho rifting him to seek the aid, when necessary., of the Persian! authorities. 

1 have the honour to cull your attention to my despatch No. SSO of the 
22ml ultimo, reporting the departure of the Turkish gun-heats to patrol the 
Kliatt-d-Amb. I trust that when tl]esc vessels read i their destination they w;ll produce 
some effect 

I do not consider that tl. would be in any way opportune for His Majesty’s 
Government to take any steps for policing the river, and whilst 1 am giving the 
question my most careCul and constant attention, in the hope of attaining some reel 
result when Hilmi Pas}]# I ms more (herouglily grasped the rdns of ptfioc, yet 3 
venture to think that people whq follow their callings in the pursuit of gain in 
districts so notoriously ill-governed as are these extreme limits of the Turkish and 
Persian I3m|srcs should not forget in their calculations the risks whifiji must inevitably 
surround therm 

I have* &c, 

(Signed) GERARD LOWTHER. 


Inelostiro 1 in No* 26* 

Consul Crow to Sir G* Lowther* 

(No. Sta) 

Sir, JJiHfioraft, December 5, 1908* 

WITH reference to the last part of my telegranppb, G2 and previous telegrams 
about river piracy, I have the honour to report the following authenticated recent 
eases of piracy on British sailing- vessels between Itassomh andFno:-- 

1. The tf Lucknipasa J1 of .Tumseluya, which anchored near the custom-house at 
Abut Id i as sth, and was b carded on the night of the '22 nd October by fifteen individuals 
in a belfem, who disdwged their rifles at the crow, drove them below and took away 
100 rupees in cjush, clothes valued at 200 rupees, provisions and ship's instruments'and 
papers. Vessel arrived at the Bussorah quarantine ground on the 23rd October, but 
was unable to ivport the nlfiiek I ill the 29th October, owing to quarantine 
Regulations* 

2. 'Tho “ Fateh Knrfih,” of Xiunclii, while anchored in the creek opposite the 
custom-house at AbulkhussEb, was nltaeked hy a boatful of armed robbers at 1. a.m. 
on the 291k October* One man was wounded and 500 rupees cash and all the crew's 
effects taken, No assistance \vm rendered Ivom the custom-house beyond ilimig a few 
guns in tlio air. 

6. Dates (105 baskets), alleged value 1,155 rupees, loaded in a native lighter for 
Ehissomh, and belonging to an Indian firm of Bombay, while lying at Ma'amer on 
the 31st October, were seized by seventy frits) Arab robbers, who were dispersed after 
one hour by eighty rifiemen of the Sheikh of li'ao (sic), This account was given by 
tDo firm's Arab employes, and seems highly coloured, lint tho fact remains that 
1(55 baskets of dates were taken at Mufumer by river pirates. 

■t, The u Itu&soini," of Karachi, while anchored at Dora, was attacked by a 
boatful of twenty armed men at 2 a. it, on the Ihth November, who Ixjarded the vessel, 
killed two of tho crew and threw thorn overboard, wounded another, and carried 
away 300 rupees cash, clothes, and cooking-pots. Case was not reported till tho 
30tb N member, presumably owing to quarantine Regulations. 

These eases have all been reported officially to the authorities, but beyond 
asking a flow questions at l ? ao and elsewhere, and dispatching a few policemen to 
make belated inquiries, nothing has been done* The Vali, indeed, sent mo a message 
that the pirates came from the Persian side, and seemed to be under the impression 
that, it this were ho* the attacks were no concern of lib, even though they occurred 
in Turkish waters, tt 3ins been the same story for tho last twelve years. My 
predecessor and I have suggested patrols, gun-boats, and other preventive measures 
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to no purpose, 'Hie distance from Bussorah to h'ao is 57 miles* There are Turkish 
establishments at. the following approximate intervals along this stretch ^— 

-* . * 7 mllittt train Biisson\h T a Turjtjjili guard, 

*, ** .1 on a msUnn-tivugip. 

J inile, oil r Turkish gfuutil 
*, .. G milos, „ „ 

* * +, 12 V4, ,, ,, 

* * * * ~ .1 11 IP 

p + ■ * m r* n ii 

1C ,, on jl K:ii m ulaiiiilik-, jlth. 1 a Turkics) gumd, 

C7 iiSII&Jn 

II cannot be said [bat tlir Turkish nde of I ho river is improteeted if the guards 
do their duty, tint ! am convinced that the police and soldiers at tlie guard houses 
either aid and abet the robbers, oral least fake no trouble to prevent river piracy, 
I have discussed the question wifh.cvjhy Vali^md Acting Vali hero during tjfo past 
live years, mid all screen fluunselvcs behind the alleged inefficiency of their sub- 
ordinates. Tlie authorities want tlnrougldy roiiaing to a sense of their responsibility 
in llie matter, and the argument that the robbers como from the Persian side could 
be met by genuine co-operation with fhe Sheikh of Mohammerah, who is very 
powerful on the river, if (lie Vali would take the trouble to see tliat the existing posts 
are kiqit up to their full complement, and a constant patrol exercised by some 
responsible officials* At present the matter is left in tho 1 lands of the village 
muk! liars, and they sire either in collusion with the robbers or too afraid of them to 
assist in checking the evil 

The frequent instructions sent fmm Constantinople are disregarded, or carried 
out in too perfunctory a manner to be of the slightest use* River piracy fc on the 
increase, and Ihe moral (meet exercised hy the presence of a British gun-boat in tho 
river, if any, is wholly inadequate to have any practical result 

I have, (to, 

(Signed) P. 13. CROW. 


Saggar 
Abulkhngaih 
A bail-Mwa 
Tk'in,*. 

Kn ShbEm 
Seniyij 
EftWiWH - 
l'no .* 


Inelosuve 2 in No* 26* 

Consul Crow to Sir G. Lvwthcr. 

{No, I.) 

Sir, Burner tth f Jitnutinj 2, ltiQft, 

‘WITH reference to my telegram No. 09 of the 20th December last, T have the 
honour to inclose a bppy of Messrs, Lynch Brothers 5 letter reporting the attack on the 
' L Blossu Lynch " on the 20th December. 

1 informed the authorities and drew the Yuli's attention to the complete 
insecurity of the river. Ho states that he h doing all I hal is possible to protect 
navigation, and will try and find the offenders. Telegraphic orders have, lie says, been 
sent to the Mutasaarif of Ampra and tho Katmakam of the Shutt in the above sense. 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) P, EL CROW* 


In closure 3 m No. 20, 

^fessrx. Lynch Brothers to Consul Crow, 

Sir, Bus tor ah, December 27, 1903. 

WE have to report that the 6 Blussc Lynch ,*’ while at anchor on her downward 
voyage in the Abdulla ilm AUl reach, close to the: tomb of the |jtme name, was fired 
upoA at 1 a.M.on the morning of the 2E?tli instant. Four slipdischarged at 
close range, apparently from tx inas.huf which had erept alongside unpoi’ieivtd in the 
darkness, but which was afterwards seen makingj olf in tins distance. Two shots 
struck the ship, one having passed through the upper deck narrowly missing n native 
passenger, but wr lire happy to state that, with the exception of the deck having been 
splintered, no damage was done* 

Prom the Commander's report we gather that robbery was the object of tho 
attack. Twenty fat hops \ms out out ui the vopcs mooring the vessel to the hank 

















eight British subjects having suiTcvcd lass tm that occasion, of whom eighteen, in a 
collective (Petition to this Consulate, state that the caravan was lived upon by 
Bedouin^ and the ctoimel-men out- the ropes of tbo litters on tluu camels' backs and 
fled with their camels, leaving pilgrims and their belongings on the ground ; that 
the tliirtjvoight British subjects were thou and there robbed of :\U, the leases of the 
eighteen being estimated ai 2,735 rupees, mid the of her twenty of the 1hirty*oight 
disn ] ■ peared; amt that they, the eighteen., returned i ■ Ihe coast in a destitute state, 
and were provided with a passage by sea to Jeddah and with food and some olofchmg 
by Ihe Sheikh of R|bigh. The twenty missing British Indians reached Medina n 
day or two after the attack, and got back to Mecca with, tin: Syrian “ inahniaF 1 i n 
the 3(1 st Be comber, the day before the pilgrimage day, hut have not yet communi¬ 
cated with Ibis Cnn&tdiitc. I have duly, hut so far without result, applied for the 
indemnity of 2,730 rupees for the eighteen. Sixty-two Javanese arc reported to have 
reached Medina after this robbery in a qbstit-ute state, and In have brun maintained 
there and sent hack to Mecca by public subscription, The rest of the robbed 
pilgrims, with' Lhe exception of a few who may have died or boon killed, appear to 
have joined the main caravan, which turned back, and on nr about the list December 
reached Mecca. Hie number of killed and wounded in 1 ho above-related attack was 
small, but has not been precisely stated. I hear from good authority that three 
pilgrims in all were killed. 

The Hejaz newspaper, the organ of freedom and Coiistif-idinn, has made itself 
ridiculous by EisSjrtmg, on the alleged authority of the (iOYonior of Medina, tied the 
caravan was never attacked at, i til, bul gof safely through to Medium 

Prom the thh to ihe lAth (Dcweuiberavll cummin neat ton between Medina and the 
coast was slopped, except that one mercbabdisic caravan of 200 camels from Ytjmho 
got- through by a little-used route, and about the l £ ith December reached a point on 
Ihc railway u few miles to the north of Medina, and safely delivered the imwdsruuLke 
in Mad; town. 

Tm Syrian 11 mulmiat ” arrived at Medina from Damascus by rail on the 
loth December, and between the loth and LSth a peace was pfitebed up between 
the .Medina Turkish authorities and the lkdouim, the terms of which Slave not been 
published. The Bedouins gave up Shu gun and rifles taken on (lie 1st November, and 
03i the IStbj peace having been concluded, the Syrian “ inn braid,” consisting of fSW) or 
7(3(0 camels, joined Ijv 2,0® or 3,000 other camHs bearing pilgrims, departed (Mi* 
Mecca, all the came 1 b bring hired from Medina Bedouins (including Um insurgents) 
i\l very exorbitant rates for the Syrians and somewhat less but. still exorbitant tub 1 * 
for the others. At two days' march from Medina the "mulmial' 1 was Attacked 
at a place called Masajid by Bedouins of the Ahumida .sub-tribe of the lioni jSuliiu 
tribe, two soldier hrmig killed. (Heavy blackmail bad to bn paid, and the caravan 
bad lo make a detour from the regular route, losing iti least n day. The Beni Salim 
are ju general friendly to the Government (sPe my despatch No, 31 of ihe 15th July, 
190B), but the Ahainida have a claim against the Government for arrears of allow¬ 
ances* Tim mm van was again liml upon at Wadi Fatima, near Mecca, but Dial is 
not unusual. U finally reached Mecca on the 81st December, as I have stated 
above. 

Tbo well-known Abdul Xtalinum Pasha has resigned bis position of Amir (leader) 
of the Syrian *' muhmalH which he has hold for many years, and lias come to jtfdduh 
at nmte for Syria, a sullidenl forec, according to Ids views, not having been supplied 
for Ihe return journey from Mecca to Medina, on which the £ ' mnhmul " is .-expected Lo 
skill to-morrow under Mu- leadership of Nusir F&hit, brother of tile present Grand 
£ hereof. Thine being only about 5^000 soldiers in Mecca, 2011 in Jeddah, and ltiOJrt 
Tcmbo, a large escort van hardly tit; supplied. 

The Egvplhm “ mahmtd 11 arrived here from klccca on the lOMi, and loft on the 


but apparently the robbers were disturbed, ns nothing further, as far as lias yet been 
ascertained, is missing. 

From this description it might be assumed that the incident, unattended as it was 
by any serious consequences, was of small moment,, and with the object ol eon'ecting 
any such impression we would point out that tlie " lUnsse Lynch," having beam 
detained in the above roach for repairs uniil alter sunset, was unable to proceed until 
daylight on, the following day owing to the djifieutty of navigating the narrow roaches 
ahead, and that in consequence she was absolutely at the mercy of the Arabs, laid 
they chosen to push home the attack in great, numbers. Me would further venture 
to say that unless strong measures arc taken by the authorities lhe Arabs will be 
encouraged to make similar attacks on our vessels whcnpver Lhoy^are in future placed 
in a like predicament in this Locality, which they may well be during any voyage. 

Our pi'cscut object is to request your kind services in drawing the attention oi 
the local authorities to the matter, and Eu bringing pressure to. hear on-.them to secure 
the speedy and severe jjLinisbmcnt of all concerned In the attack, \\ c i.iu in formal 
that two villages, one on cither bank, are situated close to the spot, wbeio our vessel 
was anchored, so that, no difficulty should be experienced in tracing the ollcnccrsj 
provided that Immediate steps be tafem 

"VYo have, &c, 

(Ifor Lynch (Brothers), 

(S ig tied) (R EU F E It N, A y Vfi ts ■ 


Sir ft. Lowthrr in Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 

(Ni», 37.) 

jjfo Constantinople, February 2, 190® 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 813 of tlie 1st December last, I have the 
honour to forward hmeivith n despatch from f I is (Majesty's Consul at- Jeddah reporting 
on the disturbed stale of the roads, &c., En the Mejaz, 

I have. &c, 

(Signed) GERARD LOWTUER. 


Inciosurc in No. 2 j 


JedflalC January 20, 1909. 

'WITH ] eferonee to my despatch No + GO of the ISth November, vela live 

to disturbance^rl Medina and Mecca, I. have the honour to report ^vhat follows. 

■To my account of the engagement of the 1st November between Ottoman 
troops and Bedouins near Medina .should be added thid the Bedouins captured cue 
gnu. wluvh they threw into a well, and also captured many rifles. The gnu and viflea 
have been subsequonilv ivstorcd to tiio Turks (see below), H 

All Ou-ough \H>vembcr and until about the 18 th December desultory light mg 
ivcnt oil between the troops and armed townspeople in Medina and the Bedouins 
outside. Reinforcements from tho north consisting, l am informed, oi about SJKHj 
man with six guns arrived in Medina during ibis period, the original garrison hot 
having been more than 790. Perhaps on an average it man or D vo 011 eitbrr skin 
was killed every day. Many small and indecisive sorties were math: from the 
town, Hue sortie at the end of November wits driven had; into Medina with 
comparatively heavy loss, perhaps as many as twenty men tm the Turkish side having 

been killed. . . , ,, r 

Sevend onruvan robberies took place during ibis period on Elio Mecca (Medina, 
and Ymnljm-Medinn Vends ; also straggling pilgrims (lira others were being murdered 
by robbers, bul that is not utiusual. I have heard of one caravan ot merchandise, 
cuusisliug oT 100 camels, having been entirely looted on the mad between Itabigh and 
Medina in tin 1 early part of November, 

On the 9ih December the great pilgrim caravan ol (ibout 5|QU0 OBiMcls coming 
from Mecca was sitopped at two hours 1 distance from (Medina by Bedouins, who 
took between 500 and 700 eumobloiuls of the property of I hose pilgrims, mostly 
Javanese, who were a. little tibcad of the main earavim, I have heard ol only thirty- 












The min| of the Bedouins near Medina would seem to he chiefly attributed to 
their dislike oil lie pro jetted Medina-Mecca El ail way* which would ruin their camel 
business. They, il. seems, still talk of the railway as an unholy Prankish thing. They 
have tilROj as they have every year, claims against the Government for arrears of 
allowances. 

[ have, &c. 

(Signed) J. IT. MONAHAN, 


[5071] No. 28* 

.SeV G * Ldwlker to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received February 8.) 

(No. 71.) 

Sir, Peru, February 1, 1909. 

I RAVE I,lie honour to transmit herewith esppy of a Memorandum compiled by 
the British Delegate on the Ottoman Debt, in view of the interpellation wlflch was to 
have been addressed to the Minister of Public Works in the Ottoman Chamber on the 
subject of the Jlagdad Railway Concession, 

Sir Adam libel; presented this .Memorandum to the Grand Vizier, who showed 
considerable alarm at the conclusions arrived at in it, and proceeded at once to consult 
with the Minister of 1'inance upon the question. 

Meanwhile the in torpid la-t-i on* which was to have conic up on Saturday, had to be 
postponed on account of the absence of both the Minister of Public Works and the 
Minister for Do reign Affairs from the Chamber, 

f have, Ac. 

(Signed) GEBAKD LQWTHER. 


Tnclosurc in No. 28, 

MemorttHwtn respecting the Batjdad RaHuwy and the Surplus of the Ceded Revenues of the 

Dt’h ( Adtu in ist rtt l i cm. 

ARTH-LE 7 of the “ 1 >dcrct-Annexe ” of the 1st (1-lth) September, 1003 s ^tatce i— 

14 Urs oxecibnts dcs recettes 4.1c la Bette Puhlique Ottomans au-dessus du ehifTrc 
dc £T. 2,157,375 scrfiit partagds outre h Gouverucm|ub fitipuiml et la Detto 
Puhliquo Ottomanc dans hs proportiojis suivanfees : 75 pour cent au Gouvernement 
Imperial, 25 pour cent a la Dettr l’uhlii|ue Ottomanc. 

lit part ilea 25 pour cent de la Unite Tublique Ottomanc: dans Ids gxoddbnts 
ei-dessus indiijucs sera applhpuje a un amortize me nt extraordinaire des obligations do 
la Unite Converfic Uni lice, ctdes Unis Turcs.” 

Thus the whole of the surplus practically reverts to the Tuikish Government, as 
the 25 per conk applied to amortization of the Turkish Debt may also be said to revert 
to Iho Go vern monk 

i'lie 7b per cent-., however, is paid in cash to tho Turkish Government at the end 
of the year. 

Tho average estimated surplus of the ceded revenues of the Debt Administration 
may be taken at U T. 590,000 (taking into account that the Eastern KouIndian annuity 
is no longer forthcoming), of which 75 per cent,, or £T. 375,000, reverts annually in 
cash to the Turkish Government. 

Of this £T, 375,000, the sum of C T. 121,059 is assigned for the service of iho 
4 per Coni. Loan of ifipl, leaving n balance of CT. 259,91-1 annually available for the 
Turkish Government-. 

Out of this, C T. 15,000 is at present miuuaUy duo to tile Public Debt Administra¬ 
tion for (he increase of the reserve, 

There is ilius an average estimated annual sum of .1T.236,9 LI which reverts to 
[■lie'Turkish Government from their share in the surplus revenue of the Debt. 

There exist to-day floating charges ou Lise Govoi'iimont’s share in the surplus 
amounting to ,£T. 1,]99,1}&2; of which JET. 200,900 will be paid out of the proceeds 
of the new loan and CT.300.UIM) only payable after the annuity of the Bagdad Loan, 
second series, and may therefore be deducted, leaving £T. GG9,902. These floating 
charges will be paid oil lu about three years and a-half. 
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According to the Decree of Muhammi, any Emu-ease in the custom revenues b 
ended to the I >eht Ad mi 11 isf rat i on f o r i l to 1 1 ornl ho Iders. Ti ie oi 1 1 < n- ceded re venues 
being sufficient For the service of iho Deft, all new revenues produced by fai iuerense 
of the customs will go to increase the surplus, ami will therefore (as long as tho oilier 
revenues sujfllec for the service of tho Debt) he divided between the Government and 
the Debt, 75 per cent, for Hie former, and 25 per cent, for the latter for extraordinary 
sinking fund uf tho Debt. 

When tho 3 percent., however, was agreed to by the Powers, the Government's 
share in that part of the surplus rif the Debt revenues produced by the increased 
3 per cent wns set apart for ll specific purpose, namely, to cover the deficit in the 
Macedonian Budget. 

Its round figures, the 3 per cent, gives to-day .ST.809,000, (It could with a 
reformed and reorganized Customs Administration give a. good deal mere.) 

Seventy "-Jive percent, of this, namely, £T 000,090, is paid to the Maced <mitui 
CommissiN* -.and 25 per cent, is applied to the extraordinary sinking fund of tho 
Debt. 

The position is I bus as follows;— 


Surplus of ceded revenues, say .£ ‘15590,000, of which 75 per cent, is paid to 
Government, namely,, £ T, 375*900, Ukss C T. 124,059 annuity of Lori} of 190 i, anti less 
£T. 15,090 for Debt reserve fund, leaving CT, 235,91-1 1u Gom-iimcnt per annum, 

Surplus produced by 3 put rent., £ T + SOU,000, of which Government's share of 
75 per cent., namely, £ T. 309,0.00, is applied to Macedonia. 

All further increase of customs dues has to be paid to Debt Administration under 
the Decree of Muharrem, and 75 per emit, reverts to Government. 

Supposing that the duties am increased by 4 per cent., bringing the total duty to 
1.5 per cent.* this would produce, say, £ T. 1,070,009, and, if the Customs Administra¬ 
tion is reorganized, perhaps 20 per cent, more, namely, in all* £ T. 1/281,000, of whicli 
75 percent, again reverts to the Government in cash. This sum of CT. 903,000 would 
be available For services of a new loan were it not that the Turkish Government 
has signed u ConveiU-ion with the Bagdad Railway Company, which I shall now 
proceed to explain. 

[ inclose for rbfereuco Fi Ex trait du Trucks-verbal No. 03" of the Debt Council, 
emtaining the |eliberatid® of the Council, the £1 Convention Add itioi malic" of Elm 
Siagdad Railway of the 2ml June, 1908, and flic contend id 1 tho loan of the Ra-diul 
Railway, series 2 and 3, of the same date. 

Article 9 of tlm eon (met stipulates that tho Government shall assign, " dbtiio 
rnauiere exclusive ct irrevocable^' the stuns of £T, 200,000 fur iJn- second' series and 
t: T. 220,000 for the third series, to ho taken from the surplus of the cot tod revenues 
(the product of. the 3 per cent, lining excepted). (In case of ihmiiUdmjfy other 
revenues aro assigned.) 

Thus already tlic Government is engaged to pay JET. t-d0,000 jier annum. 

1 have shown that; the Government's share in tho average :iumial surplus is 
Oj-diiy only 5J T ’235,9 ti, and as {.bore arc Healing charges yet to be paid oft h is only 
in 1913 that this will be available. 

The Government cannot therefore to-day pay the annuities of l i\200,000 and 
£T..220,000 out of the surplus ; and ft the Germans consjruct the rour sections, a» 
specifled in the epnt^act of the 2nd June, tlm Government will have to find the money 
ftnm tho Aglm&n of the Yila^cLs of lionin, Adruai, and Aleppo, sih^) the other 
siiiqileiheufary guarantedfi spectiled in Article 9 nvo not available, and will not be 
available for years to come, if ever. (The biEercst of series 2 is -'running and lias 
drawings are taking place. The Railway Company paying E-be interest.) 

ISnt as soon as the surplus is available it mu^t, tmth| the cojifrimt, go to tho 
service (if the construction loans of the four jMicms. IF, lihem in tl|| men mime, the 
4mstoiii8 duties are increased, the ]U'oduct of the increasi-d duties, winch brcorneH 
surplus of the Debt revenues—or, ratiicr, the 75 per cent, which belongs to Govern- 
meni of the increased surplus—must lie applied to the service of tho construct ion 
loans of I bn four sections, unless the increased duties are excepted by a new armngc- 
ment and at the moment when agreed to by the Rowers it is expressly stated that 
1 in: : Mvrnimont's share in the produel of ihc increased duties eball he applied to 
a spccilic oSjjcct, ns was the case with the 3 per rent. 

Rut Dies is nol all. In the "ConveMUon AdditinTinellc," paragraph X J , it is slated 
explicitly that “ I'cxcuidi nt des revenus eoiuaalcs h la IJetto Tubliqne avnut did nlfeeFd 
au piniongomeat de In ligne ch‘ Rngdud/’ Ac. Tliis general Htatcmcht dflrs not apply 







to the four sections, hut 1" the whole lihe, anti will therefore apply to the remaining 
five sections from [leiif onwards. 

This genera) condition, which is confirmed hy the letter of tlm Ministry of 
Finance to (lac Debt [p. 3 of “ Hx trait du Fmrto. verbal ”) means that even when the 
.C'l\ t20 ± 000 h available from the Gov ton men (to share in the surplus of the Debt 
revenues all further surpluses wilt he applied to SI:*' remaining live sections or, 
in other words, a further sum of, say, $'J'.5.7.',90 9 will have to (jonie out of the 
Governments shore in the surplus, 

To-ilny £T. [-20JH 0 are required nireuiiliy and I hove Is oi ly £ T, 230,1)11 available, 
ami Mint, only after payment of floating charge* on the surplus- namely, It wilt hi 
available in 1913 only, 

After that the (invoi-hinimlY shave iik the surplus, as ir increases, will go lo 
provide the haianeo of ihe 6 l'„ 1^0,000, namely, I' T. JA ];$59, ami then for the 
£ T. fp50,000 for tlif remaining live sections—a total of C T. 

Supposing tlie i norm sort customs duties give, ;t-s above shown, B r P. l n 2S 1,000 ; 
of the Government's share of £T. !)33,090, the sum of lirAlv C T. 1ST,959 for the 
four sections, and secondly G T. ."j50 T 000 for the remaining live seeMon-i, or in all 
;C T, 7541.059, will have lo he deducted fur the railway construction loans, leaving 
only £ T. S2 h,P- 11 fov the tfovertimeut from the inerr:sis|vl duties, to la; applied to ;i 
now loan, or to cover ordinary current oiqii-mhlure, unless Mane artongomind ls come 
to with the Bagdad Uni l way Gmupauv. 

Thorn is still another point iu the ConveTiMuu ydittounclto 1,8 which again 
affects Iho surplus I'< e mil's lu III./ prejudice of the ttoverijmcnU, and prevents Lhe 
latter from the free usufruct uf any increase in the new duties, IforAgmplk 3 states: 
<f (J Hunt an* funis dbspbitidion, ils so rout garautis eu premier lieu par les racoUcs 
brule:, dc oes 8 M) kiloni., dtltnl enfemlu que si les m:idles brutes do ectto ligiie 
dtaient in tori' 1 nines an aldlVre do I- s fj iJO fi 1 . pur kilo in.'* (which liny must ho for years to 
come) “stipule i\ I'Artido 35 do la Convention do Bagdad, ia difference qui r?ova 
emistutci: a la His dr Ibmnee sura nlglee, idle aiissi. but 1'excellent dus revenus concedes 
n la Met,to Rubliqur (Htoncum aN'cc! r h la .gfimiitio dc la llgne, si lo dit uxcedent y 
audit, et dails le emit|hiro !«■ ditJoronCi? si-m, do mcnm pile TinsuIU&ituic p.lc hi 
gamiiMe, eomhb'le par his promit'rds roeotths ties Aglinamsdes trots vilayets on question, 
do Ihnrieo suivimtc,'' 

This moans Llwt, assuming that the gross receipts, do not attain -1,5.00 fr. 
per kilometre, and only at lam, as is probable for tin? present, 2,500 fiv per 
Kilometre, the Government must find the balance unt of the surplus of the ended 
revenues. For the four siruems this means 1,030,000 fr,. or £ T. 73,920, and for 
t lio remaining live sod tons §000,000 fr.. or &. 85,000, or in nil £ T. Mil,020, 
which bus again ineume outeflhe surplus revenues of the Debt,and the Governineiifb 
share in the incruasp in 1 he eu.stoins, oiigiiially G 1\ 9,53,000, of which 1 have shown, 
only T T, 2L3 r 1J U, is nb'eady ]o(t, will lie furthi i' reduced to £ T.07,021, an. 

arrarigemmU is ensue to wil h (he Bagdad Hallway, on Ma? ground thal f.lie assignment 
at lliis moment hi the railway annuities of the new customs revenues will so cripple 
the him rices and render reform SC ]ii L oblemaJ Sen!, dial the very existence of the 
country Is in danger, I have left out of I ho question altogether any possible normal 
increase of Iho ceded revenues, since there would seem to he a tendency for these 
revenues to decrease for the moment, owing to the effects of the hsf two harvest a 
and to the conirnhand in suit and tobacco. These are passing and temporary 
difficult tea, bui it is net prudent in count upon any immediate inerease in the six 
revenues. 

JutLiuirt; 20, 11)39, 


Sir fi. Lowihcr to Sir iuhvurd Graf. —{hYcrrYef/ February HA 

im 4 $l) 

(Tel. ?.ti r mphic,) lb ” ConfilfodiaMY, Ftlmiary 3, 1909. 

SI till K ft SI i A WASH. 

With reference to your telegram Ko. G-l, there is no question, I am assured both 
by the Minister of Public Instruction here and by (lie Sublime Porte, of any such 
jtppoi 11 linenL being niade. 


)5 


[5946] h T o. 30. 

Sir Bfimrd Grnj to Sir F. /YrJiY. 

(No. SO.) 

Sir> J^&ruffr^ 10, I9fi.9. 

}U CAMPON then so id that the reception of the King appeared to be good in 
licrlrn, and Iho speeches^were excellent. ITo thoughi flolmity would now' propose 
something to up but hs did not know what. P&ibly it might"be about the Ouffdhd 
Runway. * 

l told him w& should he quite willing to .discuss thp Bagdad Uaihvay on jhn [|rms 
I had previously indicated. I had been approached recently by one or two British 
financiers w'iio had been in cdpirmmicatiori with (Ionium Jinauciers. I hey had asked 
me whether the British Guvermnenl were prepared to favour negotiations with 
Gemumy about the railway, l had always replied dine wv were prepared to do no tm 
proper ionus, provided there were? ncgoEiasions « ffimtre between I'Yqiitie, t h rmSm', 
Russia, and oumdves. The difficuhy lay in the Russian CkwornrfeiL I bud not 
however, had any proposal about anything from Berlin. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. GREY, 


[6670] No. i. 

India Office ia Fureitjn Office, — (Ih'Cfk'ed February 11 .) 

THE Under-Seeretaiy of State tor I ndia presents his compliment to the? Ihider- 
Secrotary of State tor Foreign Affairs* and, by direction of Viscount .VlorJcvj forwards 
herewith, Lor the information of the Secretory of State, copy ol mclosurea in a letter 
from the Foreign Secretory to (.bo Government of India, dated the 7lIl ultimo, rchilivo 
to the navigation of the Tigris olxive Bagdad by British vessels': 

India Office t February ID, 1909. 


Inclosuro 1 in No, 31* 

Lteulentmt-Cohnfi llamsay to Government of India. 

^ T nA1TP . . . t lixydud, Her etcher If), 

J. HAVE the honour to submit, tor the information of iho Government of India ei 
copy of my despatch dated the 15th December, 1908, which I have addressed to His 
Britamnc Majesty Y Ambassador at Constantinople. 

-■ The last reference to this subject h my letter- dated the 2nd November, 1908. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. RAMSAY, lAeutenant-Cobnef, Poiitktii Resident 
jii Furbish Aritbiu tint! His Britannic Xfftjestif’g 
Con *!(/ - G titer it j, / tfii/ dad. 


IncloauTo - in No. 31. 

Lieutenant-Colonel itamsay to Sir Q „ Lowther. 

Bagdad, December 15, 1903, 

IN continuation of my despatch dated the 2nd November, 1908, l have the honour 
to report, for your in form at ion, that on the EitU December, 1908, the u Comet " went on 
llse r l igris to a place celled Mhtibiya, about six Rtcaming hours above Bagdad. 

-- 3’he vilayet authoriries wished te have *Sir William Wilkiocks' opinion mi ihe 
best method of mending some breaches in the river bunk, and tho u Comet 18 wua 11 h i■ I 
as die most cQnvcmenl method of conveyance. The party an board cojiMster! of the 
[XtHS] » ' N 













Vtilij the Kaldbj the Nazir of the Aueaf Department, and Isa EfTendi J ami Lada, in 
addition to Sir \\ il] jam Willcocke, some of his engineers, and myself. It did not, seem 
to occur to any one that there whs any reason to question the right of the " Comet 31 to 
go abo|e Bagdad. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J, RAMSAY, Lieutmpnt-Cohnd t Political Resident 
in Turkish Arabia ami Ilia Britannic Majesty's 
Consul- General, Bagdad, 


[5707] No. 52. 

India Office to Foreign Office,—(Received February LI.) 

SIrj, India Office, February 10, 1909. 

IN reply lo your hitter dated the 2 -$)ih ultimp, as to life attitude of the Persian 
(dnvei-jjim-ni on the question of the status of IMiridn, I am (I i roe ted hy Viscount jMorley 
U> inform you Hint lie concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
A flairs it> approve the action of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran in reinming the 
Mtisiii r-i'ii-| irm'h'h's non■ of ibe 9 th April, 190 S, and to defer until ;t more opportune 
moment the further discussion of lliis subject with the Persian Government. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) A. GOB LEY, 


[4807] No. S3, 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

« 

Sir, Foreign Qffice t February 12, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary' Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 3rd instant respect inf the Aim Musa Oxide question. 

In reply to the inquiry contained in the second paragraph of that letter, I cm to 
slate, for the information ofYiscomit. Morby, that Sir E. Grey-does not ooniaider that 
much advantage would be gained by approaching life German Government on the 
subject ni once, u ideas Messrs. Si rick desire soon to begin purchasing oxide from 
Abu Musa. 

Such a step on the part of that firm appears, however, to Sir Ik Grey to lie unlikely 
until they lmve prospected on Dahtuih, &c. } as the oxide on Abu Musa is of poor quality, 
anti the market is at present overstocked. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[4844] No. 34. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. EUingcr and Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 12, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Gray to acknowledge receipt, of your letter 
of She 18th ultimo, inquiring whether Ills Majesty's Government would sublet the 
Island of Abu Musa, including mining rights thereon, to the Moin-nt-Tujjar or to your 
firm. 

In reply, I am to inform you that the Island ot Abu Musa is owned by the Sheikh 
of Shurgah, a Truckil Chief under British protection; that Mis Majesty's Government 
hold no lease of the island; and that there is no question at present of granting any 
permanent Concession of the mines. 

I urn, Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 


f6022] 


No. 35, 


(No. 10 .) 
Sir, 


Sir G. Bar day to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 15.) 


7V/jrnfi, January 22, 1909, 


mmm «* m. ■» ^ $»***■ ^ as;; i .• 

ini,. k;,‘r" fVi? ’ ?" l> " tlia-SnS iuslaut MoitiUi-es^uMiicli, 

h Li IT ' 0 ’ 1 « for ffortdffo Mmre,flaUcd m, m 0 o.i 

I, lulf <*I AhwK-biiliaiid,. II, saj-lM ,1 I wmdd withdraw my nolo rctiiniii,- dio 

tilijcHlonjiMr cwnmnmcutim, , 1 m Persia,, Gcwrcniei.l would n<m a.-ml i„ m.lwii,,- 

i,mi for Hie l.uier an amended note In the sense di’siral, Ho said ilm; if [ did imi ... 
my w«y to di-oept this amn W’nt tlfo IVrsim, f lover would be old ford m send 

r h*il ,V I 10 - 0 ' i V s ■"'" lllli ™iswl tbe getieml r[u™ii»n of hdiroin, 

nrm unmet! t is'dMrly inofrortimo, and 1 11 ,wefort, peopled |bc 

.1 h ; l y llifliomiiir to transmit a irnnslalioit of the am ended note wliieli I Save now 
leeeived fjpni the Minister for Foreign Ail'aira. 


(%ned) 


I have, &C, 


G. BARCLAY, 


f Translation.) 
Your Excellency, 
IX answer i 


Inclosure in No. 35, 
Baud-cd*Dawleh to Sir G, Barclay. 


Tehran, January ! J, 1909. 


IX ^answer to the respited m>je of the 30th March, DOS, respecting a certain 
lulliV3"Mil I Jiiignh, I have the honour In&iniu that by rdfhrrmg in previous notes of 
m- I'omm Muustry awarding tin- Island of Bahrein Ml its iiihrtl>U<iiite-'ymi will Iks 
quite on]ighteued as to the arguments of ihe Premia Government,; Jail as i-vrry 
imi i onr -i 1 ® A waya , :en mat ^ folp lllc ' ftiii&mi'stratioii of justice and the inquiry into 
Mic claims ul persons who are wronged, nl that ‘same time ammgtelegraphic insirnctionft 
v.t'iv issued, fliwj it is evident t-hffet the .Persian GoycmriieiiL ofiluats will unt fail in tins 
necessary endeavours lor the administration, of jus! ice 

I avail, Ac, 

(Signed) HA A 1 |eD- l )U WLE1!. 


[6102] 


(Np, a,) 

Sir, 


No. 3(3. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received February 15.) 


* j TT . t rr Constantinople, February 9,1909. 

-p, 1 1 he honour to Jorwurd herewith a despatch from His Majesty's ConsuTl iit 

amaseus, reporting on the damage done to the Uedjaz liailway by Bedouin Arabs. 

] lmve, &c, 

(Signed) G EUARD LOWTI ] IGt. 


(No. 9,) 
Sir, 


Inc Ins ure in No. 3 (h 
Consul Daeij to Sir G r Lowther, 


OJF 

1 irsvu i January gS, ]QU£b 

rT_ fAi t lCl report chat Rome Bedouin raiders, willin’ crossing llm 

j- j i s tLi lU at Auozeh etatioii, 29 miles north of Mum cut Hie telegraph wire 
^ md damaged U»c line. Tim line, however, was at met ruopm^ 
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and fele|p$iphic communication restored; but the stetipii-ihasler disappeared and. is 
nmvheire. to be fovmd. It is believed ihul tin: itiiriiuders are of (be Hmveitaifc tribe. 

Tim incident is uE small importation save tor its occurring in ilic ivinlcr-timo when 
few such disturbances take place. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) G. P. DEVEY, 


L6103J No, 87. 

Sir G. Low (her to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 15,) 

(No. 85.) 

Sir, Constinttfavplcy Febntanj 9, 1909, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 8SI of the 16th liMember last, 1 have the 
honour to forward herewith despatches from I [is Majb&ty's Consul at BussoraU reporting 
on the Condi Lien orimtLirsivf Wnkm, 

1 have, &c. 

(Signal) G Ell AIM) LOATHE lb 


Enclosure 1 in No* 87 , 

Consul Crow to Sir G. Lowtlfcr* 

(No. S7.) 

Sir* Ihssmah, Decembej 1* 1908, 

IN coid i mi at ion of my despatch No. 85 of I he 30th ultimoon the subject of \\ akm, 
1 have the honour to report that, in reply to my representations, the Vnli in forms me 
1 lint he, has already received the petitioners from the A Mm-Amain and directed them to 
apply to t he Mutcssarif of 11 assn lor assistance, i has I. lie bus also written to the 
Mutc^HJirii" on tlur subject, and lliut, should Jasiui-bm- Flmiu pay no heed, he would do 
wlint is required, Mis Excellency also said that these people were Ottoman subjects 
and entitled to his protection 

As the Yuli is new S have had fcbo position carefully explained to him, and told him 
Hi at. in Lev le venue cannot he allowed. 1 inclose copy of a letter which I addressed to 
him to-day on the subject, on the basis of Sir N. O’OunoYs telegram to this Consulate 
dated the 9th March, 1908. 

Your Excellency may ^ec lit to cause fresit instructions to be issued to the Tali in 
the matter, 

I 1 1 uvu f &c. 

(Signed) JA E. CHOW* 


Iiielosure 2 in No. 37, 

Consul Crow to the Vali of Bnssorah, 

gjj-j December 1, 1908. 

1 AM informed that certain people of the AMiu-Ainuin, inhabitants of \Vttkrn, on 
the Ktilr Coast, have applied ui your Exci-tlency for pretension and assistance, I have 
the honour to remind your Excellency tlmt HE Majesty’s Government do nor recugnEc 
Turkish sovereignty on the 3ill Ka.tr Peninsula, and that interference cannot be itUowed 
i here. 

In accordance wit Si in si rue Lions issued to the? Vilayet of Buss ora h by the Sublime 
Porto, llm Yuli directed the MiQessarif of Ilnssa, in letters dated tbe 27th May, 1829, 
and rlus £§nfl July, 1320, to itbolteb the Mudiriet of Wjjikm, and not to interfere with 
that district. 

The Mutemrii'of Hassa replied to the Vali, in a letter dated the 2nd September, 
1320, Lhat the orders of the Imperial Ottoman Government had been communicated to 
Sheikh Abdul li alumni at Wnkrn. 

S have i here fore the honour to request your Exec Honey to give no assistance to 
the petitioners from Wakru, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) lb \i. CHOW, 


2D 


1 Indosure 3 in No, 37. 

„ Consul Crow to Sir Q. Louithcr; 

fNo. 91.} 

. /JiurjH)ni/h December II, 15198. 

IS continuation of my dcSp^tdi No. 90 of the 8th instant* I have the honour to 
Truruntnt herewith a lurfhcr co-mimnucalion on the subject of Wukra received from the 
ttahitjm Agency, and forwarded to me by the iSritssh Resident at, llushire, 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) F. E. ®MM 


Inclosure -1 m No, 37. 

Mr, f,obo to First Assistant Resident., fhiskire. 

tKT , Bahrein, Detitm&m 3, 3908. 

IN continual ion of my letter of the Mth November, I have the honour to report 
Uiai Amned-nm-Khatav Al-bu-Amain lias now returned from llussoiat, 

R w believed that lie lias brought two letters from the Vuli of Uiiesorah, one lo the 
address of the lurkish Commander of the Doha Garrison, with instructions to establish 
a military post at Wakra for the protection of the Al-hu-Ainaiu tribe there, and the 
other to Lhe address of Sheikh Jasim-bm-Thaiii, contents of which are not. yet known 
f urther inquiries are being made into this matter to get at the real faJL and the 
resuli will ho communicated to you in due ooarse, 

Ahmed-biii-Khatar Inis since left For Jeddah on a pilgrimage. 


(Sigurd) 


I have, &e. 


[>. X. 1,0BO, Head Clerk. 


In close re 5 in No, 37. 

... Consul Crow (a Sir G t Low!her. 

{No, 3,J 

T Bussorah, J unitary 15, 1999 

1\ continuation of my despatch No. 91 of ihe 11th ultimo, T have the honour to 
transmit herewith a fur tier com mini Scat ion and imdosure on t.he subrect of Wakrn 
received from the British Itesidenf. at llushire. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) b\ U, CHOW. 

In closure Li in No. 37. 

Major Cor to Cwixn! Crow. 

r ’ wimrr t> * i Bushire, Jn pa ry 7,1908. 

u i i n reference to the correspondence regarding Wakra ultairs, ending with your 
^Uer dated the 6th December, lim f have the honour to ibrward, for your 
Bahi’eii^ 1 ^ 11 ^ ^ ^ & re ^ ort rac&fcd from the Head Clerk in charge at 

. Major PriMus: has since returned From leave, and will keep himself and mo 
mtormed ol jinything futtliur that transpires locally. 

1 have, && 

(SigUod) lb Z, COX, Major. 

Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


I nobs tire 7 in No, 37, 

JVr. Lobo tn First desist nut Resident ., Ilttahine. 
t>ir 

f lirrmu Bahrein^ December 12, 1908. 

nilti rctcrence to my letter dated the 3rd December, 1908, 1 have the 

<>llot11 u * ro P or - lIm ct 3 during his stay In Miieaimi three members of the AUbu-Aiudii 
IHU2] 0 









tribe of Wakra Katar visited Mahir l?asha, Mutessarif of 1 laasa* and informed 3dm 
that Lheu tribe had arrived at an amicable and satisfactory settlement with Sheikh 
Jnsim-bin-Thnni* and that they had no fears now of being- iurthrijf : molested by the 
Maudhidhtribe, The Mutesaarif replied that tie was very glad to hear that the tribe 
had amicably settled with the Bin Tlimti family, and that the settlement was accepted by 
him, He said henceforth the tribe was under the Turkish protection, and told them 
that if they were again oppressed by the Bin Thani family they should at once report 
tile matter to him \n Bxim> to enable him to take prompt action against the oppressors 
3k: gave a. letter to the visitors for their Headman to Lite above elTect, 

From the above interview, it is generally inferred that the Al-bu-Ain&in are not now 
anxious for the establishment of a Turkish military post in Wakra, and likewise that the 
Mutessarif will not at present press the matter any further, 

1 have, Ac, 

(Signed) D. X. LOB 0, Head Clerk, _ 
Political Agency^ Bahrein (in charge * current tihtrie.s), 

[ 5707 ]" No, 38, 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 17) 

Sir, Foreign O^fce, February 18, 1909. 

I i I AYE received your despatch No. 310 of the 19th December, 1,908, staling that:, 
you rb not propose to pres* further for an amended note on the Bahrein question, and 
that you have returned Mush ii-ed-Do wields note- of tlio 9th April, 1908, as being 
altogether inadmissilile. 

Your action in this mar. tor is approved by His Majesty's Government. 

The Peifen Government should, however, clearly understand that His Majesty’s 
Government in no way depart From (heir attitude ns explained in Mr. Mailing's note o£ 
the 30 Lh March, 1908, and that the question will ho raised again when an opportunity 
prcsenia itself. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E, GREY, 

[7048] No. m. 

Sir G, Leather to Sir Edward Greg.- Received February 33.) 

<Sn. 100.) 

Sir, Peru, February 14, 1909, 

! HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Ilia Majesty's 
Consul-General at Helmut reporting on the refusal of Moslem students at the Syrian 
Brute stun t College there to attend the compulsory religious services ami classes of the 
college , 

This is only one of many iiulicnliona of insubordination throughout the country. 
It is perhaps even more remarkable that the Moslems have for such a long time 
.submitted to attending Christian services, The college can have on right- to enforce 
Christian doctrines on Moslems, but they have the raghi* and will use it, to withhold 
certificates and diplomas from those who have omitted to attend the classes, ami the 
Moslems will suffer,, as they will not get the cheap and good education they at present 
benefit by. This will be a test case for the very numerous missions that exist throughput 
Syria and Asia Minor. 

E have, 

(Signed) G E It AED LGWTIIFIG 

tm losure in No. 39. 

Consul-General Cumhvrbateh to Sir G. Lattriher. 

(Ho, 12,) 

Sir, firirojiri FctriJimy 4, 3,909- 

\Y1 I'll refereuee to my telegram of the 20th, and your Excel!cucyA reply of the 
27fit ultimo* on the subject of the incident at the Syrian Protestant College at lloirout* 
1 have the honour to submit- the following more detailed report:— 

About the middle of lamiary the Moslem students of the college, 127 in number, 
presented a protest to the Acting Principal, the Hey. Dr, G, E. Post, against their 



co n i pul sory attend an c e at the daily religions sendees and classes, am! demanded that 
they should be exempted from such attendance, 

! he reply of Dr, Rost was a decided refusal in attar the fundamental rC’nilutimss of 
the college. 

! lie .students then declared their intention of abstaining from attending and of 
refusing to leave the college, 

Jti the meant into they aim] 11 Loir grievances in the local press, their arguments 
being the following : — 

]■ Gie action of the college* which compels i(g Moslem students to attend the 
iMigious .seni( es and in he taught t hristiun dogmas* is not consistent wills its preach- 
ing.s } egnrding reljginiis toleration* and is not in accordance with the principles <>t 
religious liberty existing all over the world, and especially in America, 

... rise college nuritoriiios had no right to elaborate and enforce-regulations-that 
w era not approved by the Government of the conn try. 

3. [’lie college, though American* should submit to the laws of the GLLomnii 
Empire, 

4- It,"as r3< ^ right that students who have spent several years al the college* and 
give still a year or two left to complete the collegiate course, should he compelled to 
■dmora between betraying their religion or leaving, 

7 he argument on the side of the college is (hat at the time of entering t lie students 
wore fnlij aware ot the rule* and that it they do not want to abide by it- any longer they 
are free to leave. 

All efforts to induce the students to return in their religious classes and to attend 
the dniiy services failed owing to their having taken a solemn oath on the Koran to 
abstain and also io resist expulsion by force. Not only were they supported by their 
parents or guardians in (lie town, who hud taken up the cudgels on their bcluiU, 
hut there was an unmistakable disposition on the part of tlie local authorities to ride 
with them. 

After very serious consideration of the critical position, in consultation with several 
of ihe heads of American mission schools in this neighbourhood, ami with the American 
Lon ruNG eneral and myself, the Faculty of the college sent a long telegraphic report to 
Ih'ui Board oJ I r us lees hi New York asking for instructions. The reply was not to 
giro En anil to act- legally as they thought best pending the return of the principal 
Dr* Howard Ribs. 

In view ol the mural lied state of the country and llic unmistakable rigns ot the? 
awakening of the anti-Christian feeling, for which tire Moslems of this town arc 
■notorious, the I- acuity have been well advised in abstaining from the forcible expulsion 
oi their^ recalcitrant students* as, even if special ardors were procurable from 
CunsiEintinople to the G uvornor-General to take measures tu proven f reprisals on the 
college, it- is more than doubtful wither he would be able to prevent an outbreak of 
fanaticism. 

I p to the present three students have been removed by their parents, presumably in 
response to a circular letter from the Faculty asking to do so if (hey approved of their 
sous' conduct, or to make them obey the rule if they did not countenance I heir 
iusu bordi n ate eoi idu c f, 

I be. little help l have personally been able to lend in Lius matter lias been* through 
two British Endian post graduates who have taken a leadingp£rt in the movement, to 
counsel * c& } m attitude to ward a the college authorities inside and abstention from 
courting outside manifestation* of sympathy, I have also used my influence in Moslem 
circle* to prevent an active interference on the part of the inhabitants, 

M) as is expected, the student* on (he one side mid the college auUiorilie* on [fie 
other maintain ibetr present resolute utfHude* it will be very diilicidt fur Dr, Howard 
l^lisR to elFcct a satisfactory compromise, and in any ease the question of ( tie attendance 
oi Moslem school-children at Christian religions services ami classes* whether volun¬ 
tarily or tinder compulsion, having been once raised, will not he dropped in Moslem 
circle r, and as ihy campaign that is to he reasonably foresliiidowcd will n licet the 
mnnerous British schools in Syria and Mount Dclmnon, and ultimately those all over Lira 
Ou|ni|n Empire* I have thought your Excellency tv an Id be interested Lo know lira 
present position of the question at lire American college, 

I have, &c, 

(Sighed) ID A. GHAIBEHBATQIT, 
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[7336] Ko 'm 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received February 23.) 

TOE Under-S&cretory of State for India presents him eomplin|iite to tlif: Umler- 
Secretary oF State‘for Foreign AIVluih. ami, by direction of VisiwmU Morlo^ forward 
herewith, for tlio information of ibe Secretory of Stnto, copy of ipolci^^riC) jh a b ttei 
from the Foreign Secretary to the f!■ wcvumr r 1 1 oi India, dated the tka ultimo, reuUtvo 
to affairs at. Kaiif. 

India Office Fetrrjfjry 22, ] DOI). 


Inclosure in No, 40, 


Ihisliiw, December 9, I90S, 


Major Cox to Government of India 

(Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. ... , , , . 

IX <-o]rnceho]i with tin- epmspoudcjiice ending svil.li my letter dated mo 
]3tli September, l <108, regarding silTiurs ;U Kntif, I have the honour to vc\mi fhai, ou 
the 1st instonLmt Sheikh Huljsirnk'a return to. Mohiimmeinli fmiii the Shaikh of 
Mohamtherjill's hawe nC uporations on Ore Karim where la- ami fi few retainers h;ui l^en, 
alaying with hk friend Sheikli Kha^l (rife the weekly dim-its of this Keaidouey), 
Ui\ McDouall vkilcd him, mid as il seems of interest, I beg to coinimmie&tb tho 

following note of wltat pnsskb , 

2. Mr. McDouall understood Sheikh Mulftmk to sny that tb li\all of IW.rith 
had junl sent u confidential messenger to him io say that, Ub hud jnsLiatel.ions .from 
t^oiistanl-inople to give Mnlmrutr tin 1 (Governors!iip of Kaiil and Al llasa; that it was 
urn necessary for Sheikh Mubarak to go to Al llnfifl himself hewagat liberty todopnto 
his sbii | l-i li that thb Purtc wprp desiipns that be should la hr over the' districts. 
Mubarak replied tlmt while anxious to show his friendship (sidaqnh) to the Turkish 
Gov on im ei it, it was guile impossible for him to undertake such a task, and he had 
no one lo south his sous "being fully engage 1 1 at Nowo.il owing to his own frequent 
absences from homo. t 

The messenger then proceeded to make inquiries about the Sheikh of Mohammeruh 
ami Sheikh MuWtuk’ft relations With him, esprrkdlv alluding to the expedition which 
the farmer had just com !mini. Sheikh Muhnruk stairs that he replied that he had 
simply l>eeu on n friendly visit to Sheikh Kha^nl, taking only ton of lhs servants with 
' thill Khav.ii I wrifi busy hv day im| lie (Mubarak) used logo out limiting during 

j 1 1 ■ I 1 .1 __t f ,,... .... --U 4 . IW«.\ I:-. l<i L JIIV i. i m • i r riJ 
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the day {the spurt being goo# in the surrounding country), and to spend his toveuiugs 
and leisure moments with Ins friend. 


[7620] No. 4 L 

Messrs* E* Fiiiurjer nnd Co. to Foreign Office.—{Received February 25,) 

gj r> S 8 ■ Oxford Street* Manchester, Febntiny 34 , 1009 , 

WE have to adatowltolgb receipt of your loner of the 12th iListaut, from which 
we unto that tlio Island of Aba Musa ia owned by the Sheikh of Shnrgab, a initial 
Chief under British protection, and that Ills Majesty's GoyenuiBxit hold the lease of 
the island, and tJial there is no question at present of granting any pernnmmii. Crea¬ 
tion of the mines, and we have passed on this iufomiatton to the Moum-ut-Tujur. 

Tli is gout Ionian now asks us whether it would be agreeable to Ills Majesty s 
Government if ho entered into negotiations with the Sheikh of Shffigah with a view 
of gelling the Concession for tho working of the oxide mines on this island ; and, if so T 
whether yon would write in this sense to His MuJostyV Minister at Tehran, so that the 
Mouinut-Tujar could discuss tho matter with the Legation before commencing 
negotiations with tho Sheikh, Y\e shall ho glad to hear from you on tho subject. 

Tours, etc, 

(Signed) ELLINGER as t t> Co 


[7935] 


No. -12, 


J£iV G. Loicther to Sir Edward Crrcy ,—(Received February 28.) 

(No, (IT,) 

(lelegrapliic.) lb ^ Constantinople y February 28, 1009. 

I HE Bagdad liailway came up for discussion m the Cliamher yesterday, in tho 
course os which the Convention was violently eriiieiKed by several Deputies ; tlie Acting 
Minister for foreign Aifairs, however, defended the Company, and his explanitioiia 
were accepted by the Chamber ns satisfactory. 

, ; 1 be question o[ Koweit was also toutihcd on by a Deputy, who expressed the con- 
viyuoTi that His MajestyV Gqverninjeht, who |how sndi sympathy for Turkey, will bo 
willing to settle (lie question in a manner favourable m Turkov, seeing lhat Kowcii ia 
undeniably an iutogral part of the Turkish Empire, as guaranteed by tin■ Treaty of 
bans, i Etc reply of the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs was to. the eilfocl that it 
w!ia no1 - nepeasary to deal with this question, as (lie fierminus of tho Bagdad Railway 
had not yet been decided on. 


[7935] No, 4| 

Sir Edward Grctt to Sir G. Lowlher. 

mo, 149.) ^ 

(l degmphic,) K, Foreign Office , Match 2, 1909. 

1 01 R telegram No, 07 of the 2Stb ultimo : Dagdad Railway. 

Please send home detailed reporL of debate by despatch. 


[7620] No. 44. 

Foreign Office to Indin Office. 

Foreign Office , March 4, 1909, 

nIrH reference to your letter of the 4th ultimo, l am directed bv Secretory 36ii- 
Grey to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretory.-of State" for India, the 
occompnnying ooj>y of a FnrEher let Wr whidi Itos.beeni rricciv{!< 1 froin M< mts . lilIiiigor 
in regard to the lied Oxido Conces|ipn on ihc island of Aim Mnsa,' 

■ E, Grey proposes, subject to the dbneurrenco of ftord Murlcy, to point out to 
McsHm. Ellinger in reply that they inaccurately effitr the l&iler aihli'esfcd to them 
friau this Depart incut on the 1.2th ultimo, which stated that Ilia Mnjr^yV ^Government 
hold no lease of the ishitnl : thur WU Majesty V Goveniment wonld not favour the course 
tn wliieh _i hoy refer, ns t$b question of the Aim Must mines jh m presonL }udir,G t 
and that in any c.ase they would tie Oppose.I tn a CcmctMiou for the; mines (jn Abu Mn.-ni 
beivig granted to a Persian subject. Ho would add iluii Abu Musa, not being Persian 
territory, does nipt come under the province of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran t but 
under that of tho British Resident in flic Persian Gulf. 

1 am, Ac* 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


LS8S7.; No, 45* 

Sir G. Lnirtner to Sir Edward Grey.-—(itreeieed March SA 
(No, 123,) ; 

JP^rrq February 25, 1909. 

JN my [Icspafch No. 77 of the fitli instant i had the Imnour to forward Lo 5 r on a 
detailed account of the disturbances in Mosul a t the beginning oF dan nary. I ha<| 











drawn the attention of tho Porto to the telegraphic accounts of the matter which I 
had received from Ilia Majesty's Consul in that town, and on Monday last the Grand 
Vizigr, Hussein Hilmi Pasha, informed me Mint all washow quiet at Mosul and in the 
province. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) GERARD LOWTHER. 


[8397] No. 46. 

Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey ,-—[Jieeeiyt'if March S.) 

(No. 134.) 

Sir, Constantinople > February 26, 1909. 

WITH reference to mv despatch No, 61 of the 29th ultimo, I have the honour ti> 
forward herewith a despatch from His Majesty’s Consul at Damascus, reporting 
iul.i;rtribitl fightinj hi Nejd. 

1 have, Sec. 

(Signed) + GERARD LOWTHER. 


1 1 ]closure in No. 46. 

Consul Devey to Sir Q. Lowther. 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, DrtiMfftfcujf, February 16* 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 4 of the 19tU ultimo, [ have the honour to 
report that 11m Rajihid liuoe coded in drawing to his side and retaking an alliance with 
rite Harb tribe of the 1 Tedjaz. Ilm Stijpud, on being informed of this, led an expedition 
against thhl tribe to punish them for intriguing with his rival, and engaged them at, 
three days' journey distance e$B( of Medina* inflicting upon them a severe defeat, and 
carrying away a rich booty, In the meantime, Ilm Rashid, to pay out his rival, 
attacked ilia Mutoir tribe, friends of llj|i Sound, at two days' journey from Bureideh, in 
Kassim, and caused to them very great losses. 

The two Ilmira are preparing lo meet each other in battle, but do not appear very 
anxious to do so, and would be glad to shirk a bloody encounter. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signed) G. V. DEVEY. 


[8899] No. 17, 

Sir G, Lowther ta Sir Edward Grey.—'{Received Mur eh S.) 

(No. 136.) 

Sir* Constantinople t February 26, 1609. 

I HAVE the honour Lo forward herewith a despatch from the Military Attache Lo 
this Embassy, reporting on ilm military preparations being made with a view to 
keeping order in the l-Iodja?. and the liuuran and amongst the Druses. 

1 lus.YCi iSit'r 

(Signed) ' ’ GERARD LOWTHER. 


Inclosure in No. 17. 

•r 

Colonel Surtees to Sir G r LwtMr, 

(No, 12.) 

Sir, Comtimtinaple, February 20, 1909. 

“I HAVE the honour to inform you that preparations are being made for deni in 
"VYcirly wish the Bedouins, who for some time have been molesting the Hodja 
railway lino, especially in the neighbourhood of Medina. 

“Aticofdiiig io trustworthy information that Iron reached mu, a force of some eight 
l>:itsalioiis la exported to arrive at Beirut for the above purpose as well as for quelling 
disturbance in the Hmirim and keeping order amongst tho Druses. 

On or about the Oth February the steam-ship fC Abdul Kader 1 ' arrived at 
Alexaudrotta with war materiel, including 2,382 boxes containing rifles and ammu- 


k A 


nit ion, which, with tho exception of 1,377 scut on to Beirut, wore landed mid forwarded 
to Aleppo. 

The steam-ship “Abdul Kader' 5 went on from Alexandretta to Beirut, and, on or 
aboutthe 15th February, two trains wore being formed there to take mi the above- 
mentioned materiel to Damascus. 

The rifles, although packed in old cages which are said to have previously 
contained Martini-Henry rifles and to have been marked accordingly, are confidently 
stated Lo have been Mausers, am! to have numbered in all 33i<XK>- 

I have* Ac. 

(Signed) II. CONYERS SURTEES, Gene rat Staff, 

Military Attachl 


[8901] No. 18. 

Sir G. LaiLithcr lo Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received March S.) 

(No. 138*) 

Sir, Pern, February 23, 1909- 

IN your despatch No. 4:39 of the 22nd October, 1908, you requested that I should 
propose to the OUotitau Government an arbitration to decide on the claim of the SJieikh 
of Kovrcii to certain property at Fao T leaving, however, tho selection of a suitable 
moment for making th© proposal to my discretion. 

I regret to have to state that no favourable opportunity for such a stop has yet. 
presented [itself, nor does the idea seem feasible under the altered conditions in 
Turkey- 

An interpellation of several of the Ministers lias been announcer I on I he subject of 
the Bagdad Railway Goiicession* tEtonJa Ibr one reason or another it lias, so hr, on 
each occasion been postponed, Attached to this have linen questions regarding tho 
rights of Russia in railway must motion in the Black iSoa basin, and regarding I he 

status of Kuweit, which latter the late Minister for foreign Afllirs assured . lie 

would have no difficulty in avoiding by the statement that it was a matter the 
'.liscufeiph pf which was undcftiHfl|)lo for Feusens of Shite. 

The press has also several limes referred Lo alleged British encroach nun its at 
Koiveit, once undoalitedly at German for Austrian) instiljuou. Only two days ago 
rlic Shiiru-i-mmnct, in comment! i&..on international poll tics, attributed the sidisihctiqii 
of England with the establishment of the Constitution herb Ip the prospect of its 
interfering with Germany’s commercial privileges in Turkey, and instanced tho 
upl’ie.nranee of the Kuwait question simviltaneonsly with the grant of the Bagdad 
Railway Concession as a proof of this. 

It will he necessary to treat tire matter with great camion, and it would probably 
be best to allow iL to remain dormant for the present at all events, il indued the I’urks 

on their aide allow it to remain so, It .at be very carefully borne in mind that 

Turkish rights and claims bear a very different comptasion now from[whut they did 
under tho old regime, and will need to be treated with great circumspection so Jong m 
the new order of tilings lasts, nr at all events until we sop clearly the groove into 
which the new regime will settle. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) G ERffiD 1 .QWTTLER. 


[8915] No. 49. 

Sir G. Lain her to Sir Edward Grey.—wReceived March 6.) 

(No, 152.) 

£h. p Pera, March 3, 1009. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch Iroiu Ills Majesty^ 
Cmtsul-Gcneral at- Bagdad,, forwarding the substance of a Report which Sir \\ . 
Wiflcooks Has addressed to tho Ministry of Rubliu Works, on the subject ol Be- survey 
operations being conducted in Mesopotamia in connection with the pvepavai ion, ol 
various navigation projects. 

The Minister For Public Works recently informed me that ho had henvd from 
Sir AY. Willcoeks that the latter was proposing to depart in April. Nonutounghinu 
Kll'endi could not, litnvcver, hel iovo Ihiil lie could yet have got III rough all the 
nqflCfisary l^pftratory work, and had thercTorc instructed him to remain on. I Ha 
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Excellency intimated to me that there would be great difficulty in nbtuirung the 
funda required far litis work, m. in spite of his protests, M. Da u rent was cutting down 
the expenses of this Department as well ns of ethers, 

I ham &c, 

(Signed) GERARD LOlYTlTER, 


Tticlosure 1 in No. ID- 


Consul-General Ramsay to Sir G. Lowlher. 

(No. SO 

Sir, fhtfftlod, Jnnvtiry 27, T903. 

I HAVE (.lie honour to inform you that Sir William Willeoeks has kirnlly 
allowed mo to see, and take notes of, his Report dated the lsi January, 1909, to ilia 
Minister for Public Works. 

1 inclose, for your Excellency's information, a brief translation of such portions of 
the R|poi t as are likely to be of interest, 

1 have, ■fcf'n 

(Signed) J. It AMS A V, Lieutenant-Colonel, Political ResitUm 
in Turkish Arabia, and II is Brit a unit; Majesty'# 
Consul- General, Btiydad. 


In closure 2 in No. 49. 

Report dated January 1, 1009, cuhmUtctl by Sir IT. YCUlcooks to the Minister of Public 

ITar/w, Constantinople, 

(Abstract. Tmnslution,) 

THE object of the survey operations is to facilitate the preparations of the 
following projects;— 

(1 L ) To restore irrigation near Babylon and Ililla, by sending water down the old 
bed of (he Euphrates. This can be done by the completion of llie works at the 
i liiuliya barrage. 

(2.‘i To insure navigation between BnasoroR and Bagdad; 

(3.) To restore (ho ancient irrigation round Bagdad, Ctesiphnn, and Selucia 
by means of the Siikluwic, Abu GSarnib, and Nulmvaii Canals, and the protection of 
this iiTigjidou against [funds, 

(41 To restore the ancient. irrigation round Bussorah. 

(A^T’o restore the ancient irrigation on the llai Canal by means of a dam across 
the Tigris at K at. 

The respective levels of I be water in the Tigris mid Euphrates arc such that all 
these woi% can he conveniently carried out, 

2. Twelve engineers have been employed, of whom live.arc Englishmen, each of 
wlmm gets 30/, a mouth* which is far less limn was expected. All the men are well 
(mined, and have only accepted such small pay because the work is hilcresting 
and oilers the possibility of a good earner. All these engineers are working iji Hie 
iUrllls. 

3. On arrival at Bagdad early in December it-appeared desirable to divide 'the 
engineers into three brigades of four each, but (lm Resident ami British Consul- 
General kindly gave me a copy of a map of the !'ignis between Bagdad and 
Buss crab, and he also lent me the “Comet/ 1 on condition tiial. L paid for tile cost of 
fuel. 1 was thus able to make a minute in*peclkm of (he river, and to start at work 
six brigades ol two engineers each. All the engineers began to work between the 0th 
and 1 fnh December, and the weather has boon very favourable, consequently by (lie 
15th pJaniifiry I shall have a plan of the Tigris from Bagdad to the sea, allowing 
sections, levels, discharge, and all the details necessary for preparing project No, 2, 
mentioned fji paragraph 1. Owing to the plan of the river given me by Colonel 
Ramsay, six onginoevs have accomplished in one mouth work which, without the 
plan, would have required twelve engiMfei’s working for lliree months. A great deal 
of work lias thus hum done. The three other brigades of engineers have fixed bendi- 
murks mi the Euphrates at TATuja, at the intake of the Saklawie Ciuml, at the 
Eliudiya barrage, and at ililla, A bench-mark lavs also hum fixed on the Nabrwun, 
near CLesiplion, 
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4 Tents have been locally made. 

5, A 1 iouse has been rented at Bagdad. 

h. By means of the inlbnnation furnished to mo weekly by the various parties of 
engineers, 1 am able to direct, the operations in the Held by telegraph without lostm- 
a day of this extraordinarily good weather. 

■'Hie schemes, in addition to that of improving the navigation or the Tigris, 
already mentioned, which \vc hope to prepare this winter, arc : — 

(Id A commote project for the Hindiya Canal. 

(2-) A project for the navigation of the Tigris. 

. lrJ ') project ior a dam at Foluja and the Suklawie- Nahnvan Canal, with a 
navigable gaunt between the iuqdiMes and Bagdad on the Tigris, 

(4.) A project to restore the ancient irrigation at- Busscmih. 

(o.) A project for a dam across the Tigris at Kut, 

'■ The iriudiyn barrage has been twice examined, and tlic Minister oflhiliic 
\\orks has sanctioned £E.£QJ$0 for repairing it. M. Cugnin lias been put in 
chrtrge of tins work, _ The barrage is almost a ruin, and 210 kiknn. of the Euphrates 
enlirdy owe their existence to it. We hope to make satisfiaefory repairs, and to close 
the opening in the dam, which for twenty vears lias been the evil genius of the 
river. 

S, Acknowledges assistance of Turkish officials. 


[89I9J No, 50. 

Sir G. Lowthfr to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received March 8.) 

(No. 156.) ■ 

Sir ’ , Per«> March 3, 1909. 

vv I in reference to my despatch No. 188 of the? 28th ultimo, in which l urged 
tlie desirability of not at present raising the question of the Sheikh of Kowdt's claim 
to property near Nan and to my telegmin of iiie same date, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith the best account of the int|rpoUation in the Chamber on l he subject 
|llc Bagdad Railway Convention which appeared in the local presfl While iltn 
Convention was severely ori^med by several Deputies, who treated the subject in 
detail, the Minister cl Tub lie b ods, who is muw acting as Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, defended it on general lines, and though Ids explanations do not .seem wiry 
convincing, they were accepted as sufficient by a majority of the House. 

Among the live points raised in Ismail If&kki Bey's interpellation is Hint of 
Kuweit ns a possible terminus for tlio railway. In his reply tire Minister merely slated 
that the question of the terminus had xml yt| been settled, and that it must depend 
on further local investi gat ions and eons Ulorat ions of commercial expediency. But In 
ihe ensuing discussion the mtcvpollatoi- stated that Lord Uurstun had rendered tho 
status of K owe it a somewhat anomalous one, having perhaps exceeded the wishes of 
bis Government in the matter, but that it was to he hoped that the friendship of 
England would not suitor such a Mure of alTnira to continue;. The OllpuiiLu Govern- 
inont. was at the same time an Islamic Govuruniem, and England would never sacrificii 
JiameEisc interests for the sake of a liulc corner liko Kuweit, By this Hu; speaker 
alluded presumably to the pnssiiulit-y of the spread of difenEYeclion among the Moslems 
m India, owing to British encroachments on the doininions of the Caliph, but he went 
on to smooth any susceptibility that might he ufeted by such a reference hy the 
declaration Marti the presence of Rifaal Faslia at Hi| Ministry of Foreign Alfaira on 
his arrival Rom England would he a proof of the friendly spirit cELtertaincd among 
Otjomaus for England, lb I he q not ion ns to why flic route followed the Knnia 
plain instead of tho Augom-Uesureu line, in which decision foreign intervention was 
suspected, the Minister replied that ii was solely on economic grounds ihnt the 
northern rpitfo ivn.s abfitidaheiL As regards tlie*&Uegcd flxi^touedof au Agreemortt: 
with II uss in, reserving all Kail way Concessions within a certain s?0ne in Nov them 
Anatolia to Russian enterprise, the Minister declined to make a definite state me at. 
hut said tMt understandings come to with the Russian Government previous to rhii 
lntredmniou of Ct>nistituLioual Government in both countries could ensilv be recast 
in view of tho very friendly relations which now existed between Turkey and 
Russia. 

The hiicrpellnior laid stress on the political importance of the ownership uf 
fihatejj ns evinced by the negotiations for the particlpatiou of Euglisli and Frgnoh 

[lp] Q 







capital on equal terms mm Germany* negotiations which broke down through the 
Anglo-Erendi enteiitfi filter the South African War, Ismail llakki Bey criticised the 
terms of tiie Convention in detail, pointing out that while Sift general rate of 
Id In metric guarantees should he from 8*000 fr. to 9,000 fr., tlie Ottoman Government 
gave 15,000 fr., thus assuring a 4 per cent, interest on 1 lie capital But it was not 
the Company which 'found that capital, if. was again the State which Kart to borrow it 
and become Ike debtor instead of the Company. * The Convention really included 
seven or eight different Concessional with all its different privileges for exploiting 
mines, quarries, &o + As it was impossible to ciincel the Concession, and to buy it in 
would ho more burdensome than its execution the speaker said it only remained 
cither to atop the work or modify the Convention. 

Aiiother Deputy, after inveighing against Ilia ruinous methods of the old Palace 
camarilla generally and deploring Ilia rejection of various previous oilers to build the 
line without a kiloinqtno guarantee, showed that while the cost of constructing similar 
railways in India was only about iSOjQOG fr, per Idiom., the Bagdad Railway cost 
2ttfpib fr. He then alluded to the financial situation of Turkey, and said the 
only hope of meeting the deficit of the Budget lay in raising the customs duties to 
15 per cent, but that if this increase were to he affected to the Bagdad Railway, all 
hope of improving the linancial position of the Empire must be abandoned. If the 
Gem ] ans insisted on (his application of the Customs revenue, the Turks would on 
their side re [use to increase the duties. 

.Finally the Minister assured the House that the situation was not. as gloomy as 
it had been painted by the honourable Members, He explained that the fact that no 
branch was to go to Alexnndretta was purely duo to the opposition of the General 
Stall', but the Minister of War ’would be asked to name a Commission to discuss the 
point. Jin gave f lic House a few further explanations on the Convention, which, he 
added, contained no onerous eLiases, and the majority of the House accepted the 
Minister's somewhat vague ex plan at. ions as sufficient. 

While the A cling Minister for Foreign Affairs has told me that he regarded the 
mailer ns terminated as far as lharliament was concerned, l am assured that the 
Committee of Union and Progress do not share this view, and intend u> raise 
the. question again, and do all in their power to obtain some modification of the 
Convent inn. 

A complete translation of the proceedings will he forwarded as soon as il can be 
prepared, 

l have, &c. 

(Signed) GERARD .LOIVTJIEft. 


I ne Insure in No. 50. 

New;,paper Extract. 

PjtEiukHii Rephise to: la Stance. 

Lcs ddbat# sent repris it 2 h cures. 

Le P re if id mi.—Li majority existe. Lo Ministre des Tmvruix Publics oat amvd 
pour repoudre aux interpellations concenmnt la ligno rle Bagdad eb les mines de 
houille. 

La parole est h Gabriel EffimdE NotadouDghiam. 

Lu Ministry—- On a juaqu'k present bcauemip parld tniv In ligno do Bagdad, On on 
parlors encode l|iigjtemp3. 31 est done important do liquldor cette question. 

Jo rdpondrai d'iibord ii Lous lcs points poi'tds dans rinterpclhitioti dMsimil llukki 

Boy* 

L Pourqusd hi Convention n-t-ollo etd teuue secrete ? 

Jo creie (juVucmm intention n’existait de la teiji.r secrete, Oomme voua ne 
1'ignores! pas, il fi'eslgtiut* sous l'anctajii rdgime, aucun principe pour In publicniiim ilea 
Con volitions et des Trait tis, 

Eu l ^suinv, quelques joiirB api'fcs Voetroi do lu Concession du Ohemin do For du 
Hddjua, um? iputmntiiims doxempluiiTK de eetl.e Coimmiion furent imprimtfa et distri- 
hmAs. Muis puisqui' rinipurtuiKu do eetto Convention eat indihunlJe, ai voua le ddairesi 
nous lit feronsi itti primer et distributer. iVLiilleurs le Ministfcre dea Iruvuux Rub tics ddeirn 


faire imp rimer lcs textrs tores et franc; alia de tomes 3es Conventions pour CM dormer dea 
cxemplrn rcs y, ceux qui en vstilenfc, Mtiis cel a circus ionnera quulques fra is. Et nous 
ferena cek si h #Sdit inherit au budget est ucceptd. 

2. Y a-t-il dane cette Convention lies points ppuvont porter ntteinte it In 
acmverainetd ottoimne ? 

JaE lu lu Convention bn entier, Je riy m vu aucun point pouynnfc poster attointu 
ii ht dignity du Gouverm?ment ottoman, 

Ss aja'es 1 ttupresijbu dti tssite on y trouve quelquc chose du [Hi roil* jib suis pret a 
rejiundre, Je dis pour taut dfee maiutoifiant qit'il n r y a aucun point tuuciiiint in souve- 
rametd ottnmano. 


3, Y a-t-il des prejudices politiquea? 

B est vrai quo e'eat jib piffitt ddljcat. Mais je no penae pas que dans hi Conven¬ 
tion^ [join- lcs rapports avec los nutres Puissances, tl puifee flt«j rekvd uu (joint 
politique. Votfs idignor^ pas que b Gouvcrinnent dolt nnturellSient tvadreuser aux 
cap :U hates dtrenget's. Bi^ nous pons ions, uu p.jint de vue politique, qu’ils sent Bujets 
(.v tel Elat, his. choses tvalueruienl ifii longueur salts alienn profit. Voua. pavciS quo lcs 
actions et h* obligating se treuvent, eut-re 1 cm matna de tout, de monclo et qu'elles 
peuvent changei do prop L"in Ell ires tres sou vent. .Its sac riipfete, il nV a en oela Liucuiie 
etui me pohtigYm h avoir, 

4. It y aurait des bruits que h point terminus du Chemin de For do Bagd^il 

Bera.it Covuit. ° 


Eorirn 
stir 

itiutiicfiLbda et lo ooaimerce 
Cola est iucortaisi encore. 

Je vinng au cinqui&’ine point. 



B SO pout quo hom nous arretions k Ba&sorali on aillonru. 


5, Pounquoi a-t-on auspendu los travaux nu-dehi do Boulgotirlou ? 

Si Ion me dmmndait pourquoi ce rotat'd, on premier lieu je dimis pmmpiui ce 
cUdmla de Jer—a l tore do vie pour le Gouvnrne merit”-nhi-t-i! pas die con St run tvi-ntu 
mis niiparavaniIlya t-rente ttiiM*Jos Murop&rns se sont aJremvs h utuis pour construiro 
la ligno sants gametic ktlmmita’iquc. Lours [jrepositEons no Ei.iront pas acceptdes; idors III 
question no fut pas mdme otudiuc de pres. Dour mo!, jo ne puis mpinpochet rJ'nxpi’iinor 
moH regrets, 

1 _ m V “ i in i Tfc H. 1 J, J* - . L.: M , 

la situation 
vue politique 


Si le Chemin de Ker dg Bagdad avait etc ennstruit il y a trente ans, 
politique de 1 Etub aumit vU tout autre, [I aurait occnpd, rant an point do ■ 
qu oiHjfiomiquc, tine position privlJegico vis-ii-vis dc VEurcipe. 

IkuiH la tAuivdntiotij tin ddki do butt nmis cst 11 xo pour la const ruction de 111 
hgtio au-delk dc Bo^lgourlou, Dfes le premier jour oh lo portefeuillo dcs Tt-tvaux 
Publics mk ete confio, je mo suis domande s'il ne serail pits possible do diuimuer w. 
noLd, -Jo travaillemi it .In laire mmoner ?t six ou cinq anuses, .Mats pour construin: 
cette ligue u(l taut-il pas tout d’aboid de Targent ? Comment p;eurrons-iK:ufi nx^uter 
uns Engagements } Lon salt qit'il y a nun ligue de 840 Idiom. eoustruire on dehorn 
dcs ihJQ.kikjiiL coiistruits de Koniah ?i linigli. Ija Couveiij^iou dit quo la gumntiu 
kilom^tricue, ou bieti lea obligations il- dmettre, annmt pour cent re-part ie le surplus des 
recettqa isi± la Butte Pubbquu. 11 cst vrai qu’i] incorube uu Malic dc savoir quels 
sent les exc^dents de recut leg de hi Dot (a Publique et nuttnd co qui prldidG doit 
ihre payu. Pourtmat, autant quo jilpuis^o savoir i-n iqpliqinmi pnitout In loi ot «v«c 
U |ieretqb-ion i|igul]5i r c dns impOts, cette ligue pm it Otre congtiiiitc cu cinq ou six 
a ns, at Ion pourni surnionter lea difficultds linancihres. 

Muis que Ibm-t-on aprhs ? 

% !kmr le surjitus tics recettes, ji 1 no voh dans Ll Convention aucun engagomertt quo 
1 Etat uurnit prig. Nous a voua le tumps do causer a^ec la CornpLigiiit 1 , Jr Malic ot 111 
Defctc Pubtique, 11 n'y il done {[uo ee poiut dcvelopper. 

Je ponso avoir rd]>ondu h toutea les deiuandcs d’lsmati; | [akki Iky, qui maient du 
ressort du Ministre dee Travaux Publics, 

II jxjst-o encore im point auquel jo r^poudrai, pour oloro la question, coin me gdrant 
d ti .M in is Ltk'e des A 1 Ihires fitra age res. 
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11 uat Lfetniuidd: Ponrquoi cettc Ugne, qui aumit cl it passer plus a,u-najpd par Angpra- 
Ccsar^e, pn^jHdk do Koniah ot suit-elk la plains do ee worn ? Ot\ y voit une ibSmiim 
prise a la auit© d'une iriteryemiori do rotnihger, 

Bien quo je feois toau ait silence k be s.ujet, je diiai pojjltifot tme cliogtq: Tonies 
Jos ententes 4111 oni dto ct indues avant que to regime, edfcstituthnnel ait. Old inlrodjiit 
tfuib bn I tjis.sk quVm Turquie sm-oitt, uatureliJbinent rejfoiifhpts; les itijix partis s'cnten- 
(Irpnt, sr coinpreudronl sous ce nouveau regime, En efieTi, ks Gouvememonts con- 
atituLmmiek veil lent avcc so in sur cos points et y portent tpftte kin- attention. 
Puiaqitu noire ami lid awe la Rusal© esc trts grande ( ft-vk d ftuthf) efc pukquu tout 
didbrend qua nous ponmjns avoir! nvee In I tussle puuvm utr© solutkmte constitutional He- 
meat, vou.fi pouveK nr pis avoir do'doutu 411 c nous pandomItonsil tions eiitcigiine et k 
trimcbcr k question kgatement, {App toudisstcia en Is ,} 

Le jcimo Udputu dc Bagdad, auteur do linterfidjiitiom monte a sun tour h la 
tribune. 


htituii Ildhki fljgff — On dut r©m&i~ckr k Minirop do su dddaiution que 
oette inte 1 [)ollotion sera prnEUnmo, On a jfidtendu, par ailkms; quYlic venait nud it 
pmpiis, de ji'ni riiitontirin ni de soulevor nno respUE usability pour le Minjetere des 
Travaux Publics id de melire 1 r 11nrdjid dims tine ail nation dilficilo. D’ordinriire, lea 
Mini si res dun Aifidves Etrungbres diereheut, dans dcs question analogues, une interpelk- 
tion pni.tr dckiror le pays fi.ur In. situation nScUe, 

.... 11 n J eat pus posable do cpimtuire detto ligne avec des cupitaux indigenes, 
Main pourqudi ccttc vole, qui reliera noire capita lo a phesondi, n-t-elle tuntd'inqiorlanee 
pour I'Europe? Eile so const nut avec l f urgent Stranger. Mans ces questions, les 
Eiais eurojujenfi a'mqufbtent piny quo nous. Pendant .quo irons sou until l ions, uux 
d.bdcnt [minvMittes. Kouk, nous nYvi sa vicuna Hem Mais In cohoutTreiice se fiiiriii.it Bur 
noire tins. La plus grande dtait outre les capital isles anglais el aUomundfi, 

la; MiiLiHtre a dii que ius Actionmtires pouvuient eha^ei de nationality du jour au 
kindemiiipj imr lo pa| 6 rige dcs action^ d'un jsays :i laiUi't. Did, le Uanal de Sne^ qui 
dla.il eiit™ as mains dew Eraneais, a passu mix Anglais, 

K'il tn dtiiit coin me le Minktm tu dil. [nuivquoi ctA longs pourpatiei'a an diSbut pour 
donntr un pouveontage de tant ails Eniu^aia, taut suix Anglai^ ot ttmt mix j\UemancLs ? 
iCt mi lusL.soimagL' fran^nia ddekrait que les eapilaIIisles do son pays no preudraiont pari 
Ji, I'all; d re iju'il egallie avee ley Ailauiands. 

Lc-s Alleniaadsaoiit pas acoeptd ecs conditions. !ls out voulu avoir la majority, 
wdtiBBu* c&t siiirvemio lu guei*ro du Transvaal. Les pourparlens ®nl anvtiJs, Apr® 
la guerre, on negoei'iit sur In base lL liO pour ctuil :t !;• H-ance, 3U pour cent ii iAngle* 
usi-ic, MO |imir cent ;i 1'Allenia. 110 ot Hi pour cent soil la I tussle, soil ik ISidgiquu ou 
k la 1 Jollando. L'accord suaiblait sur lu poinl daliontir, btrsque snrvmroTit IknLento 
amir ale oritKi 3n Kviitieo et. !' \ ligluicrru et le conlUt. anglo-uliuLmmii, La Erarico no 
vpulut pills j mil id pet' rl UM truvEitix do LagdatS, 

■le re]ale cos details pour Imre rasgortir I'iniporLafe politique do coltu affaire. 


(Isitaui llakki lie- Jail emsliUe rhiatyrique- de toutes los deimtntlcs qui out prdeydd 
uncoSsiuii ot 1 lil le grand l 
ligno mount busies les aiilt'us.) 


Ia b'oncqffiiuii ot ilii L.- grand tort quo I'on oil ilo no [jeis litiro coiistrmru coLle graiide 


Ismail thtkki Jit-u ,—Bauieoup do deiutindcaj cellos 'Eos Pntfsael, 'I’miiotti, Coburd 
uoliminn.'hl sans garimtie IdlotntjlrLqm 1 , out dtu rejutees, l' iimlement la Uoneession a 
t : 1 d liceordde ti In Smddu5 dn Uliumin du Eer d‘AttuJoiio. Kous u.vons cowmitMicu h 
construe" ion nveo do trus grands I Vi 1 is ft nous avonn aku'idoniid les travaux aprfe avoir 
coiiEitniit HO kilom, 

La cotisti-ud ion d'une voEo fvirde so fait soil uvey uue gamntic kilonietriquc soil on 
aasuraut le service din lore t. 

N«nij*, nous sonunes LiaUituAs uu aystuiue de gnrantie kilomutrique. Toutos nos 
bgiLia on dubors do cellcs d'A kliuu m ont 

I’arluu 1 In gaitmtie kilotndtriquo tusl do 8,000 fix h 0,000 ir. Noua, nous douuons 
10,000 (V., 15,000 fr, et 18,000 IV, 

l'"u: In ligiRi de LagLlad, nous iivcuis consent! 11,000 fr. pour gmuntir la cunatruc- 
lion do In 

gJLTUItt i 

niuins, rii tie oapiud avmUHd fniirm par ; Ja l ompngiuo. mm non, cost, encore. 1 Mai qui 
i unipruiitc. Ln Compsignic eat done rcdulte au iAle d’un outrepreueur, Mivis puiaque 


1 oiu n iigno lie liagUatl, nous avcms consem-i 1 ir. pour garunur la construe' 
ni d*- hi \mio et- bnuu i\\ puny gaiuid-ir les fraH d\;xplc>ii.atieii. au total 1 5,000 IV, do 
mrtbr kllomyirique. Mi' la sot'hq injiii auflurnns 4 pour Cent d'iiiLdi-At an txqjittd, au 
ibis, si ee e.ipilul avail etc founti ptir la f 'imiviugriiu. Nim non, Lest encore. Elut qui 


35 


61 

"P?* k-S e, "f ,r ' m ' el " s - ?t quo jar^iw ] u mluc | l o, nous n jL 
J..].. |] Jitmiqiioi diH'iiii^-nmis etix- les ddliltfilli-a ? (."est i la Compnanio ti I’Stri' ' 

, ./# • B 9" B “I ™™ en liRi.ifli .le mmpte I’esemption des droits douanieiu 

1 exploitation .les mines fats uti Hiyondu dO tilpm. des deux ofitfe da In ] t . s U ^ 1M 4 

de Itx'iques, cs^ojtahon das parts, d<.„t I™ rovanus davroiei.t atldger ij‘chinas, .<» 
Iignc_ Jims 1 n'it. In l.ionvent-ion n sa laii niantioh nulla part 

t III u ealdUla lo oo« IciUndtriqiie It 369,000 |. Drma wcmi pays on n'allireta una 

telk aniline pour jn eonstructioii de.^ voius ieiTocs. 1 J 

[,U Compagni^ en dehors do rcxploit'^tion des mines, des CArfr&rps des tuileri^ n 

*> ’®a^nci«. IW rod. se* cooditious at 

Maintena.it ootia j,..,i*«iM ,lu droit de nchst. Jlnis nous devrons payor „„„ | a 
duroo de Is OojHm 11,000 Ir. de gavantio kilptri.pte, at an d | too fr 
d mdemudd par kilomfetre els pir suv 1 [ 3 ' 

Que pouvons-tmiiK lb ire contve cot 6 tat de choses ? 

L Amntlcr la (!qn 6 e^iion? Clitj^e impossible. 

-onsi'™ot!an.“’ tCT ? °* $* ^ »P>«* Msmxi plus ondreux que In 

8 . AmHoi 1 lus travaux? 

1 . i danger la Cun veil tinn ? 

Oasilau.v (Ici-ma.-a print* sunt posslWcs. Us font pousser In liana j„ s(| |i 1'EuilliHite 
niro inn- parje des imruqwrt* par la .. sur l']|ipl'iiiiA et le Tiim- at 

l uuiroqmr le diemm do tbr. 1 y 

Quiiut. !i 1 ;l question du [HT'longemmil;. de la ligno jusqifll CWii fAirdeterre ]* 

proncipale mtdro^*. Le Gouverutroentottoniunlst n, JjJ uu &lmeut 

islftmiquo, iLiisri 1 Angleterro lie rttudl'a Jamnis samlier dminiLiises intdcits pour un paid, 
troll comme Covdit. (Applaudhsemmtt.) 1 1 

U iroitvenu Ministre au Hardjid vieiit d'Angletwro, S,. pJ^M an Minirtiro is 
Ailiuas Um n 0res ost line ur.iuye que les Otloraana ii’ont aiffisun sentiment hostile 
ep.itre I Astern-, b. ru.ua faisions uppel J ropinion puMupto de la Unsafe. 1Klue 

Y7?‘T l,1U, ."T “t <rtv,lv!lb fe Ll ' Blit d.w deelurutimis k c„ s.ijet at a 

tl 11. la IH m E EC en t ci l t o e x i s U\ 1 1 C cst toi11 cd q uc j 3 i l vaie it di re J 

mvabEffudi monte en|jiite h. I.. tribnw. 'll fait ,-os.wrtir stos la plun »fcdu 
dfirtoque rest tmijoms deva.il les tidfastes ugissements du rogiuio de I’slMutlsrai.. 

loll Sft tl-OUVC, ' 1 

bl t r ^t!onvenW dt - cotte voie E'm\ie mi pltitOt utic couvro do comnlaisAnce ,N dit-il 
' L ' nti In •jolilMjiitsis Cl. ecotiqmiques: Els out <3td suvuimneril t mi ids 

pa E ' [IKMI coH&gim 1 small Hftkki Bey* Jo mo eoutenfcfimi de citer quckuS ehiilVcs 
acukment qm nout pas d^tloMds. 1 

LynunyiEt Buputc de Constantinople fait on suite rDsaortir aver nno lardctaioi) 
mathdmallnquo tme cettw gnuide vulb da Bagdad Mtcra au Gouvemem&nt ottoman 
unu HEiimne dr & 1 ^ 20 , 000 * 000 . II pmnve ensuifce qu« le dcuvOTrtomctjt oftonwrt a te 
droit ti ftnnuler k Con^^iou, ot il flint on demandunt h fpil&tioti Time (Mnibssbi, 
pour etEiblir un projet duns ce seux, 

IjCh declarations do Zolirah I'jtlbntlL uut ate longuoment appktuUoa, 

Air Prexidti)i< suspend la seance pour un quart d'houni. 


BkiixiVmi': Repeiisu i>k la. S^akci;. 

II aat= 4 heurea ot- domic qiiftnd !l j s ddhats sojit reprk. 

Pliteibui-a Ddputi?s qui a'dtident fill, inscrii-e ranoriqjgnt ii promlrc la nutole. Ik se 
i all lui it anx [lydurations d Isinfiil ITakki Boy ct do Zplirub leflundi. 

Djamil limj Uuputd de Saloniqutq te plus gram! orateur do In Chambro, oconomkte 
mente, proud a son tour k purok, II commence par Ik tie \n prrtoiis de touies ten 
Concessions imonltm sous IWoien regime!, 11 lid frit, la eatuariliEi qui a mend lo nave A 
deux iloigts do sa perte, Avec uiic bkeution d'une mirpreniuitu jfieilitk i] eitumk-o 
bnjt.es les v hascH iScoiionikpi^ nolitiquc.s et. comniurciutex do cdtto liguu du I Wind de'et 
on park depms 60i#fito ana, A van! dV^aipcr la < Imnbre, oik a etc line i.rcWup;.! i.. t , 
pnur te grand Avli Bueha et do grunt|g diploinates d'Europe, 

tio^] li 



















II critique oiiaiiite [mint jw,v point la Convention cei relevant boutes les chmeefl 
prdjudidables au pap, ou TrA k population. 

Nous mgreLLons de lie p 6 uvoir douner in catena 1o discours- dc Dkvid Bey, Lcs 
Colonnas rli; foot re journal y Hiiffhinent A peine. Aussd fofcbdment devronamoiis nous 
tiroi tenter tVm trfes fhiklo r£um'4- 

Nous prendrons ['lone la panic fmancihro tlu sori discours. 

-site fijjjno jouiiEi ri'ittM- garany§k l$tlonjrftriqim. Lii (.Wcc-SHion est dequatre-vingt- 
dix- 1 ]u 11 m iis-. JjM ^CcMupaguie jouiesjiil uu debut d'tine ggpLiitle kiloindtrique do 
12 ,oC]-i [■, A 1 :l i h I'3It?*l jiynnl pris A. su charge Ihhnisskm (14 nMations, alio fut 

rnmohou a I .ijon IV. pour la construction. Coin isul 1 u.-n A. la suite des ia.&mdatiQiis nvcc 
le Mabdine. 

Lq coill kiloriiatdquti a dtd hxtf A 2G9;G0O fr, el 1'lStat emettra des obligations pout: 
lea d t Horen b capita ux nccesSuies. 

Da mi la Convention pnsstb enlro 2 E liny Pachft ot Simons, pour cftaqU 0 teomtneuce^ 
□lent do (.ravitux, tijoLiitonsEitiori du Gouvernement devnit Giro obtenue, 

U'-Z cluitniiis ila Ibr dans las liideg, pmyB! qui pent utre Jo plus mleux compart A ceux 

2 no le-Okitniu dk Fur du Bagdad travmeia, no codttmt que L3Q,00G fr. le kilometre, 
t: Hortc quo le emit kilonkdriquo de ^39,000 IV. pout' Bagdad oat tr&s elevy, 

L' no eon siru .. ces conditions pur tern In pins grande situiitito a not re vie 

dconuiiiLqiiG dims ravenir, 

Lwfique II Contention hiUsivint r l'Allenmgiwi devuit demander Ikffecjation do 
uouveaux l'l-vimjiis, Sums Farioibn j'dffline,- Ikfiectatioii tie nouveau x to verms dtuit 
impossible ; nous nirvions pas Ja liberty. 

Muis coin a mieux vain, Si nous uvjqps eucoke liberie, nous uuiions supports cinq 
Ibia plus dtt puids. Maia k Gouveruoniem a-t-il on jittciudre ce but, a-t-il church iS A 
rattdmlie ? AufisitM la premie re se si ion, cede d' Kredi, constmito, la Convention n did 
mcnltliA'. {)n ri pnfli' tin taim donnoi- hi gnrantic par ies douanes, A ceite iipoquo, Sti’id 
Pachn, tpii dtait GraiLd-Vb^lr, souIgyii b[en k< question quo do nouvontix i - evonpj;seula 
(kivaioett:biro niltictus'i Li ligno tie Biig<htd r Jl re^ut |jourtant I'ordre du Palais; ,£ I^u 
I i g n O d An gi: Il'i't 1 1 SI L g[i mnti o k Eh ■mdt ric jiic. L< s 11 ^es tits co t tc d cm k fere a rtgiacn to ron t 
dans I'aveuLL’, Vtmss potureK ailV^teF cat to gain u tie A k ligno du Bagdad. Pour le 

moment dtjfinisK sur las recettes ties do.. la soinrtnj do £ T. ^,000." Plus taid e'esfc 

sur Je '8 i. liitit's Ljitc I'afliuelation fut jirdlevde. 

Un dovait dot -I S0,<'■ U0 h\ sur I'cxcdrlL-ni ties rccdles do la Betio Publiquo, 

L excVdent ilt-s receties tie la Dotte iippnrtioiife au GonyctUGnvpnt dans la proportion 
do "r? pour cent at le j'i i sio Vcyi'&Yit A la Dette pour di s foods d'nuKuiiasottuint. Ces 
7a pourgj§&t furutiL Llenigiuk pour la gurautic do la liguo do Bagdad, 

Wais lAwbikni. u.-s re'cet^fi do In Pfette prpviebk vertu tie li.niiimumer .le 
Mouhamim, do EAxc^udunt des recites douainke.s, deS inoiiopnloft ct de la t-uxe dcs 
pJittiotcijp Si le GouvernemetjL otunmin parvleiifc h dlover sea droits tlouaniei-s—-c’^t le 
soul mojvit do lialaruxr le grand ddJioit do ia>tixj budgoi—et s’il doit los sd leu ter A la 
ligiif tie Bagdad, i) mi doit gnrder auciin espoir danuSliorer kps iinanees, 

L'uxtzkbnt ties recedes ck la Dutte Publiqua n’est que do £ T, ">00,000, dout los 
7$ pour cent roviomtonl mi GouvernuMnt qui lus a sitlcctcs A l empiunt U>04. 

Notro pin a grand espojr wi dkimver a sun-h-ver a 15 pour cent nes droits de 
doukne. Cola nous dtnknornit £. T. 1,535,000, 

hb los Alb-amud* iiou.s taifwont cot oxcVdont du ruecUes qui soul pout peiinefctro lc 
relfevomoiit do nos finances, idol's poummt auginenter ley runtimes dea dimes et des 
agSm;uiiH t ot nous pourrons trouyer kklomeut la cons, re-part iu do la ga ran tie, 

y'ik out Fin ton tinn d'e^er les oxeifdenta dea duuaues, I uotre tour, mm 
n 1 uceo]>temi)s paa In aurbluvatieu des droits de dcutuio. I Applaud m^cntu proton^.) 

Le Ministry —La situation n'ost pas mm sombre qu on vicni do la ddcrire. 

Hi turns n'avons pas dirigti mi umbmnchoniont sur Alexaudrettu, c^fe A la suite dc 
1'opposition di- l’dtat-majbtr qui a voulu k trncl actuol, do priomi h Ministoro do Ja 
CbioiTe de tnniimm 1 uno Lkiinnbsiiuk eh nous discuroTOns co poiiil. 

Puis le Mliii.stru a doniitS quolqitos auires sxpl[cations sur la Convention qui P a-kil 
ajoutik ne uoniiont pus du clauses ondixsiisos. 

Vu I'l ion i-o uyanuoe (7 libiuvs), h suite des do kits a 6t6 runvuyuc A sinned i procham, 
pun’ (ix^ pour lea iutbrpellationa. 
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No. 5X 

hulk Office to Foreign Office*—(Rweiml March 0.) 

Secretw ^ l suVS !C f it!l 'r^ f . StLlk ;^ 1 V ril,:lb PittBorits liis oomplimun^ to I he Under- 

. . ..- *%ai* «.w 

India Office, March 8, 1009. 


Tnclosuro l iia No, 51. 

Captain Wflror to Ooveniment of India, 

(Cimfiflcnhnl.) Be**- jAry 10 

d ;l tcAhc 1 !VoXlA %^Tf BAe T i ml!n " With ActMitrtLt (dc-ram, 

. : “ Ul JsC Uctoiicr, 1SI0B, I have the honour (o forward, for lliu infoimnrkn 
L-.- iLkvormvECnt pf India, a copy of n letter ivldch lias been ret’idved iYoin jbe 1 ‘o'liii ^1 
%?»>. «« **m of «•« KW* Has vfk by SurtlltowC 

Cq * ^PP^Vcd Mi. I to!land's action Jicfore Ids departure for Calcnffn. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 51 1 
A JV, JJtfUand to Major Cox. 

t Avif i - „ APwacaf, Dewmfar 31, 1908. 

i nA\ L tiro honour to fcfer to Government of India Secret foW-nLm 
h<)T ^ n ^FudmenL dated 5Lh June, Blfe and vour reply dated 7tl I, I ' 
on tbo .«W of H.c pd.^ of The Jin,,.,. AMimid LiZ ' ’ 

kafnf n 1 »„•"»«« u ' iifl ( bo *Von«* CoiiBiil, and «■„ mutually 

„ A ^■' t ‘ 1 niton with till' |,tinted enphm Biipjilicdtoi l tv ii«, 

L,n,d oovwinL^teoAof 11 U i I’l ,,u ''« Hi^llteU the Sultau With ft 

OmViih'i. ifl \% 1 '"f . lv ' u “b »• "<>!'>■ Should BiiunlUmoOusly bo sont to the French 

Sitei! bn‘ri ii V ||i r ; -x,,liu,l " , 8 a, ° ui-rdagemeat verbally to the Sultan, and 

C ° nC " rf “f' ‘ ?mVC ^f 04 f (otter, and (runl that ,ny 

4 I forwMd liciwith a 0 & of a lutievaddressed by in* llidiitmi to Major Cray 
on Mh lehruiiry. L908* expressing Ills deep obligation to Ills Majusiy tlie l(m,l 
M|p (c ’>’ Am itisfltory scttlcaiciit of the Hag Question. 


Indus urn 3 in No. 5L 
Mi. Hoifand to the tiultan of Muscat. 

f- f % Wrrr.airr 2S, 1008. 

. L J' | ' . ,!ff our a ddrc 9 s you cm ftie siibjocf nftlip Award of ilm Trihuual 

uuistiJniecl at I lie Hague by a-rcemeut between Great Brilain ami Fiance for the 

purpose^ urhilnttmg oil Hie nglit of certain dhows to Jly the Fjencli ling, ami on other 
euniieutod quest ioim. 

_ ± A r ifh a view t<> the promulgation of the TtfjWl’s dccishm recordiag tlie 
H ls mu % \ l i 1 ‘udamiLtion was drawn up, to your MigimcW sat is fact] cm, by my 
ff C ™ r n P^Ndi Goiisuli M, Larcmcey in consuitatioit, 

^- n 1 mutt ed by them to i heir ru spue five Governments for approval* 

' ll ' i lodamal.Loii has been approved by 1 Lis .Majesty's Govern mm it and tho 









Govdinnitmt of thn French Republic, ffs Ginlaying the decisions of The Hague Court 
jlikI ns proriding a satisfactory menus ol' announcing the settlement to your Highness* 
subjects* i therefore foinvnrd n ciqiy «f* the same for the favour of youi* Highness* 
acceptance and issue. 

4* If it would be to your Highness' 'nonviolence that copies of unfilicatlon should 
be transimtfod to Snr for deli 1 very to the Wali, and [mb! lent ion by mentis of one of His 
Majesty's ships, I will arrange that this should he doin'. 

fj H I tnki- this dpportunity of congratulating; your Highness on the fortunate and 
happy solution of' this longstanding difficulty* 

Accept, &e. 


Lnslosiuo 4 in No* 51* 

Afr, Holland to M. Lecouiour. 

Muscat, December 20, 15108, 

[ FOllIVAH II to you herewith a copy of the letter u Inch, in accordance with the 
.arrangement verbally disci(tod on between ns, i have forwarded to llis Highness tho 
Sultan of M uscat on the subject of tho dhows iirlj|trftlion Award, 

1 inclose itvc printed copies of tho Proclamation, in ease you should require them 
for record in your office* 

With kindest regards. 


E uelosiiTC 5 in No* 51, 

The Sultan of Muscat to Major Grey, 

(After compliments*) Muscat, 6 Maher ram, 1.326 (February 8, 15308). 

I tlEMNCr forward my heart’s thankfulness and obligation to 11 is Majesty the 
King-Ihnperor for the greitl trouble which Ids Government took in clearing the 
difficulty between mo and the French Govern incut- regarding flags. This matter was 
settled according to Ihe decision of The Hague Conference. 

I have always walked in the way offriendship with your Government* and ! expect 
tin 1 same from them. 

I am very thankful to you for the great help you rendered me in this matter. 


No, 52. 

Sir Gr. Lou-1her to Sir Edward Grey,—(liverked March lo.) 

(No. 161*) 

SEi-, Constantinople, March 6, HURL 

MT1T1 reference to my telegram No. 8 of the 11 th January last I have the 
honour to for want herewith two despatches fmm His Majesty's Y'ico-Ppnsul at 
Mosul reporting on the state of unrest mid insecurity prevailing at that place and 
in the surrounding district. 

I buviq &e, 

(Signed) GEIIAIII) LOWTJIER. 


Inclosetc 1 in No, oik 
J'iec-Consul 1'omii^ to Sir G, Louther, 

(No. 5*) 

Sir* Mosul, February C p 1909, 

] 51A D the honour to report to your FxcelH'imy last Week that several villages 
were sard to have been pillaged in the neighbourhood of A era. The names of these 
villages as given in a petition presented by seme of Elmir inhabitants to the local 
authorities are : J bighorns an, Shoash, riunimi, LlAcIi, i< uuduk (tho foregoing arc 


•ESIosleiu), ilarpcn (Chaldean), and Shorjfftin (Chaldean)* The Chaldean ltiahop of 
Amadi,i has since inlormcd me that the village of Hawngi has also been pillaged. 1 
lta^ei no moans of knowing to what extent the villages referred to have suffered, anti, 
in ei.-iv ol the tendency always to ex agger rue in such cases, l do not attach more 
importance to the incident- than as a symptom of the general!v distuilcd state of the 
district, 

I he fact that the authorities have at last realised the danger of serious tmuhla 
among tin: llurds as the result ol rncent occurrences here is evident from [.be fact 
umi a battalion of infantry and four iiold guns 1 rive been ordered to move in Imato 
tnon krbil to Aeru, tile centre of the district referred to in mv udegrmn. Thirl 1 v-rive 
mounted gendarmes had been scut to the spot last week, and it h -said that Lhev arc 
tn diflicttllies, hut 1 do not know with what Irntti. Tho Yuli himself |o]i| mo vvsh-N 
day of the Orders which had been sent to the Eftttalion at. Krbj] to proceed to' Vera* 
tun he dues not admit Hint there is serious trouble. 

As already reported by telegram, Sheikh Mahmud ithe surviving son of the late 
8licikh fraud), who hud been under surveillance in the 5iovcrutucul IvQiuvit shier ihe 
fjtb Jiiniifiry, was released Iasi* week* lie left lho city hy night unohstTycd and 
started for Kcrk-uk, I hero seems reason to liidievc Mini Ids release was due lo Ihe 
very threatening attitude of ihe Kurils, and Mint the Mulessarif of Iterkuk lew 
tele graph cd to Ihe Tali that “unless Sheikh Mahmud were imme.lialely released. ho 
emikl not he responsible lor the ei'msiiqiioiieos in Ids district " I n formal inn which 
reaches me from Kurdish sources i* to the etlVci. dial there was imminent risk m' a 
general rising- and il-seems hy no menus certain that the Concession referred [e will 
sufliei' to JLvma. it. W ith the single exception of the inhabitants of Suleiuiariieh, who 
had parse molly suffered from the iy&miv of the Into Sheikh Said pit i wlio arc said lo 
h_u do lor tinned never to permit the return of any member of his family, all the 
Kurds nrr; indignant ni 1 lie outrages perpel rated in Mosul upon their lellow^anniti'v- 
men on the fflb January, nud it is easy to understand Hint Ihe murder in cold lib ( id— 
hmiierto unpunished of-one oi‘ their mmi “ holy 'and fammis 8li--it§s- "an old man. 
n guest, with the Kltt{ni in bin hantb ' 1 —and Ids entire Eiouselmld i-' being made the 
moat of by those who air ugainsl the Guyernfeeul. 

Ihe strangely one-sided and unsteading versions of tin- events of the Dili and 
6th January last, published in Ihe Constantinopio newspaper^ which arrived Ina-e 
by last, inaih have produced the impression thu( the Govern nicnt aro anxious lo 
miaituisso and so j'ur as possible, ignore the whole affair. The aon-arrival of the 
rein force merits, whoso departure for Mosul was announced mure than four weeks ago, 
has sirciigthoned this impression, with the unforfumito result that ihe promoters of 
the distuijjsgtco, who had been lying hnigafh now again .showing tliemselvcs in public, 
and the Kurds arc corresponding]y incensed. 

On the. 2nd February there wax again ttonm exeilemeuf. caused by a report Hint 
certain natives of Mosul at. Kerkuh were in danger of being massacred by (he 
inhabitants in revenge for the liithcub unpunished murders oi Kurds on tho 
6th January. 

id it would seem that 
peace here rind in the 


At present the city is quiet, hut the position is critical, m 
impressive display of lorce is urgently required to keep tho 


an 

sumjundiu 


disit riot 


I have, Ac, 
(Signed) 11. 


II. WILKIE YOUNG* 


A ore.— In certain Constant i imp I o moyspapi-rs il was stated, will] regard to the 
disturbances at Mosul on the filh and 6 th January, ibid ( 1 ) ihe gaol was tbreed 
and that escaped prisoners were largely responsible for the dota of violence 
committed; ( 2 ) that a portion of the guri'kon was detached for the protection of tim 
Consulates* 

ft- is, perhaps, worth white to slate (I) that no prisoners -ire known to have 
escaped from the gaol, and ( 2 ) that u» guard of any description was asked for or 
-si. l jje ior the protection of this \ ice-Cmus uIhlIc. So far as I inn aware, i liu only unurdn 
linked for were Jor Hus Pupal Delegate, the Frotieli and KnglGh .MEsion>, and 
Messrs. Lynch's promises Cossihty I'lfteini or tweiuy nun may have been employed 
on l ids service out of it garrison of about S(ji). 

Nearly three weeks after Hie occurrences referred lo, viz*, on the 25th .faunai;, 

|Llu.|i>] ^ 














m 


a aruftU was sunt to this Vice-Consulate apparently in accordance with 

instruct inn# received from Constantinople. 

The guard (two men) told oil' for the protection of the English Mission lias been 
retained hitherto, in accordance with the advice of his Excellency olio Yali; hut, in 
order that the ladies may not be inconvenienced, a room has been found Cor these 
men in neighbouring home. 

Mosul, February 6 , 1309. 


Enclosure 2 in No, 52* 

Vice-Consul Young to Sir G> Eowther, * 

(No. 6 .) 

Sir; Mosul, February 13, 190D. 

Ill’FEB l UNO to my despatch No. 5 of the 6 th instant, upon the state of u Hairs 
hero ami in the surrounding district, I have the honour to report to your Excellency 
that on the 7th instant 350 men of the 20l.li Cavalry Regiment arrived here from 
Zakkbci. Ycmurlay, the 12 th Fobrufiry, these were followed by the 2 nd and 3 rd 
Battalions of the 21st Regiment (Infantry), numbering together about COO men. 

It h stated that Zi&ks Busha, the Yali, is to be removed and replaced by the 
present Vali of .MilSis, but any such changes would naturally be known at Constanti¬ 
nople before being announced hero. 

It is also stated that Zuhrli Pasha, the Commandant, is to be transferred or 
retired, If the latter, the Govn-rnmeiit are to be congratulated on dispensing with 
services which, whether owing to illdrealtU or other causes, can have been of very 
littb- value for some time Ask 

Two officials have arrived from Dtai'heldr and Hardin respectively for the purpose, 
it is said, of inquiring into the disturbances of the 5th and fitli January last, A third 
oftilial Is said to be expected from Bagdad for the same purpose* Nothing definite is 
as yet known on this subject, but Lhe rumours referred to, strengthened by the arrival 
of the troops, have already produced an impression that the Government intend after 
all to investigate seriously the incidents of the otli and 6 th Jan miry, and there is a 
corresponding improvement in the situation, 

The elections arc terminated at last. They have resulted in the election of one 
Moslem {Mohamod Aii EJfcndi) and one Christian (Datid Jussefani) for the Sanjak of 
Mosul. The Deputies for JCorkuk (Salih Pasha and Kardnrzatle All JSheudi) have 
already ieit for Constantinople, Communication with Sukdinauieli is very uncertain, 
hut it is understood that a Sfoai|m at present residing at Bagdad has been elected to 
represent that const Rummy It is not yet known whether he will aSScegt 

The rumours of serious trouble at A cm, reported last week, arc confirmed, find 
it seems that Ibiza EfiVmdb who was first, ordered to the spot with twenty-live m 
gendarmes, found h mi sell completely outnumbered, and was compelled to tempomo 
and connive at the destruction of at least one house and a certain amount of property. 
I hopu to bo iii possesion of reliable details with regard to this and other matters 
referred to above by next mail. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) IE, E. WILKIE YOUNG, 



[9852J No, 53* 

Sir G. Lowthcr (o Sir Edward Gras*— (Received March 15,) 

(No. 170.) 

Sir, Constantinople} March 10, 1000. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 138 of the —.Slli u Hi mo, I have the honour 
to forward herewith a despatch from His Akjesiy's Consul at Bussor&h respecting 
Sheikh Muburek’s property at Fao, 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) GERARD LQWTIIER* 


Iuclosuru in Xo. 53 . 


Consul Grow to Sir (i. Lowther* 

(No. 7.) 

Hussar oh, February 12, IfltiSJ, 

A DIorLTE arose heiwecn the Turkish anlliorilka and Sheikh Mu ha rek or 
Kowvle, m regard to. the cultivation of land reclaimed by the latter at Eao, in the 
vicinity of tin? furbish fort at lhe end oi i 11 U7. I made friendly rep rosemations to 
the Uli nnd the Commandant. of BusHorali at the time at lhe request of the Resident 
at Rush ire, lhe Pucks,- however; object e cl to the work on the land m-ar the fort on 
military .grounds, and die Kilicl Buhr was dkpoicbcd to Kao in i GOT to d«dr#. : tBb 
cmbmikmcnr which had been raised by ibe Slicikh near the fort Tim cir.bmikniont 
was accordingly destroyed as directed; The matter subsequently formed the subject, 
of Sir - E. Grey's Confidential despatch No. 130 of the 20th October, 1008, to your 
l^xeclloncy, wliich was shown me by Majesty’s Political Agent at Kowolt during 
my recent visit 

+ . Although I have I'cvm-d no ...mention cm tbb; r subject myself from Uk 

yl.ijest) s Embassy, El may ml ere si your Excel leiieyto know that in the course of an 
interview with Sheikh Mubarak on the 3lsi Januarv last, the SheEkb slated Him the 
dispute had bfen arranged, and that the embankment which was dcst roved by thu 
lurks in 190 j bad been recently rebuilt with thoir coaii tit anil with the a^Duuicf of 
iho military authorities at Fao, 

E have, &o, 

(Signed) R R CROW. 


[9854] No. 5b 

Sir G, Lou-thi-.r to Sir Edward Grog. — -{Rcccired March 15,) 

(Nn. 172.) 

T Constantinople, March 10, 19,Of). 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith u dispatch lb. Ilia llajcstv s Consul :ii 

Damascus reporting the return from thn Hodja/, of the tiered naravau. 

I have, &i:. 

(Signed) GERARD LOWTJIEli. 


, Inclusare in No, 5 b 

Consul Deucy to Sir G. Lowther. 

(No* 14.) 

Damascus, Fi-bntartf 2$* IQOflL 

1 IIAy E thf hnnmir to report that Abiluttalmiim Boy, lhe Jlaj AIuhAll>si p arrived 
here from Ikyroul on the I2fli instant, leaving the caravan at Mceca U> [lie cure of diu 
Rberecf Hussein Pasha, imd loturuing to Damaacus by sea. On the 18th iiistani he 
loft here, by order oi the Vali^Oy train lo meet the ciamvan jit Teluntk, an ! n-mrn 
wu.i it ns usual I but 11 ic■ two Emirs—Xa^ir, brother, mi l Ai (bdlali, non of the Grand 
blimiT—nn hearing ilmi. Alidufrdiniitu lk,y was going mil in lake charge of ibenialnmd 
at k'lurnk, telegraphed tk-ir relnaul hi hand over to him the duties dclegaied in ihem 
by iho Slieicof, who itislrtmted thoin tu nccompany the enmvau to Damascus and deliver 
n Lo the Vuli only. The Mvcomplying with thcA demand, rceallcd Aklurriihmaii 
Bey back from Moth, directing him u> leave the iwo Emirs in charge u[ iii,. earavan till 
they should retieli Damascus. 

On the 23rd Instant the Bd&cd Jisahiael and dm two Slicreek rcaelied here, ami 
were received with the mam I ceremony. I bey arc still in Damascus as guests in the 
house of Afa Pasha Bekri, and w ill return soon. 

The cause of dispute between tins Shercef mid (he Haj Muhafiv.i waa ibnt the 











former jniist$rl that the pilgrims slipuhl follow the usual route in making their journey 
fro© Srfttrfii L|i> Mediina, tmd the latter srrntiglyj recoin m end a sea mnuq vid Jeddah, 
Akulja, arid Mnun, pointing uiit thai this route might stive lives, money, and rime. 

I have, 

(Signed) g, p, t>]';vp:v. 


[9865] 


No. 55. 


Sir Q, Loatfinr to Sir Ed ward Grcji i —(Rcceiv d March 15.) 

(No. 17 ft.) 

Sir, Per*?! March 10, 1000, 

WITII reference to my despatch No. 15ft of, the ftjfjtl ingltml, I have the honour to 
forward tn yon herewith a translation Eu I'lilI of the debate in the Turkish Parliament, on 
the Bagdad Railway ( 'rmeession. 

1 iindenUand that the matter is not to he allowed to drop hero, bur that the debate 
will bn renewed at an early date, when attention will lie eaijed, amongxi ether points, 
to the bestow :d by she Grnflqu Emperor of. deuoru l inns unnn il i\i(thl>er of Turkish 
officials con nee led with the ConucKFnrni. i'lie Slows llim thesis! doeoiai ion.s Luul heeil 
conferred reached here oh the 2nd instant-, which seemed an ilWhosen moment, Use 
matter being just Mien fl sublet of so much adverse emnment. 

They were distributed sis follows :— 

To the ex-Minister of Oommci'cc, Zihm Pasim, the Orand Cross of the Bed Eagle; 
to the oji-M mister of Finance, Zia Pasha, the hirst Class ot [he lied I Cagle J r to 
SenieSicu Eifehdiji Chid Todmicul Adviser ftt the Ministry of Public Works, and 
Moutoiissi I ley, l Aider-Sucre! ary of Slate at tlie same Ministry, the Order of tlie lied 
Eagle wii.ii htiir; to Bedi-os ElVenuti Kurcstejmn, Head of the Transhukm Bureau at the 
Ministry of Finance, and Enver liey, a Departmental Head in the Ministry of Pdlilie 
Works, eIh' Second Class of the Order of ike Crown. 

1 have, &C/ 

(Sigifd) GERA RE LOWTHER 


Iudosure in No, 55- 

Delta it 1 in ff r c Turkish Puriunnent ou thv Buff dad Railway Gnneetfwoa, 

THU |bllowing is an au vr iuni. of the debate of Bat unlay., the 2?lb February, 1009, 
arising otu of Ismnd Hakki Bin's mLerpeliaitgn concerning the Bagdad llfilwajr. U in 
bused on l ho 1‘nrkisli lie purl in the “ Official GiuiiitteT The principal speeches aye 
given in the first person for convenience, but the versions are full paraphrases, not exact 
E rails la l inns of the Turkish, 

Otthrid Etlendi Komditntjkitm (Minislur of Public Works,, and Acting Minister of 
Foreign A ffiiirs) :—The Bagdad Railway. t ientleitien, has merited much discussion in 
fhe past, ami will he much diseased in the tut are also, both here and in other 
■countries. )i will therefore not be without advantage in deal with it a little ai t he present 
time, lint first \ will reply on the various points raised by the Interpol kit or, Esma'il 
Hiikki Bt v, On analyzing (he tjucsUoti we find thq first point to he tins : " Wliy was 

the (Convention kept seerd ? l} 1 do not think that there was any expresai nr special 
intention of keeping the Bagdad Kail way Convention secret, But ym me aware (but 
under tlie old regime we had no established practice for the publication of ('onvenLions, 
‘I'rcmii’n. or Comics ions; or, ml her, there was no prescribed rale. A few days after the 
Bagdad Kail way Concession was granted it was a tin mi need in the papers* As for the 
Convention, forty or (il'ty copies wore at the time printed by the Ministry, and found 
their way hither nr [hither. As its hupm-lance is obi ions, wo Am 11, if it be desired, print- 
ami publish this Convention at yiice. Indeed, the Ministry ol Pub lie IVorks is anxious 
that not only this but all Convent ions relating to Concessions should be published in 
Turkish anil in French, and given to any one who wishes, and so be distanced and 
examined There is only one point — the question of expend , U\ as we hope, you 
i-rnni Llie credit for printing asked for in our ostimuteiq we shall imute tbia publication. 
For the present E puss Bi the second point. 
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m 

ih, c rC C ? n ' Ji ' i ? n5 r« eb prejudice Ottoman sovereignty? it is asked. I have read 

! 'ildrt 1 ' rV 3 - M !r-™ m , ' 0 lt V !11 llIwl Uldil,i iLl tS,c Agree men lfl p and I have found 

noth mg that mlrmges tile sovereignty nf (be Onvemment* If explanations be desired 

on any point thataecin^ to be|r '.udi n construction, I am ready to reply to nnv further 
in^lla^n On tlnj s^e|. For the present I merely repeal find the^ is no‘point la 
that Coin on turn which infringes Lb sovereignty of the Government or assalks ike 
MOermgTity of Die nation, lines it involve political objections.? This, indeed, is a 
Idiuitc.-iuestiorn if the expression “ poUt^nf’ l,ns reference to our dome^ic amingements, 

J Jiowevcr, the question hm reference to our IriMdious and eorrespoiidenc-i' with 
other I owera 1 do not think that the Convention effects Lliem in miv way, fn con. 
Mructing railways the I'oite always Has recourse to foreign capilaiWls, and Mtis 
n.'.iunJ, li weatirdiutc n pohiieal diarackr Lo the fact Mint those who pul up the 
eapitnl Ol ihe railway are the subjects of such and such a country, it will chitv ns 
:--iner tat, and will, l think, have no profitable result at any time; because. Gem lemon, 
you u:-c aware ilmt what are called shares pass from hand to hand at will, uud below* 
to-day to the people ol one eouutry, to-morrow (n those nf another, E miertt, Ihert" 
tore, that !min Itie |>t>lilieal point uf view there is no ground Ihr anxiety. 

I here are niinom-s, it. is said, nbont the iermhins of the line beingut Kpweh, If 
Mlluo be Hinong ua any who Imvc studied the whole f'onveufimi rhev will have per¬ 
ceived dial there is nu provision for going lo ECoweiL In fact, the Ministry does not 
ami cannot know to-iiriy where the terminus will lie, hernuse the mailer renuinas 

examination and study. It will be;iieees,sary in consider whether there is a .. re 

sndHhlu Irom die point of view of saving tiqie for the p-.irpc-sea ofconmiiuuuHi-uis and 
eoiiJiueiec, and to study tlie inaLler wilh yeiemuie lo the strain -.ship routes Fmin the 
tvummis Ui Gurobjiy. oi [name omitled in I’urkisii it j.s a( present uncertain what die 
probabilities are as regards Itoweit or other Eoirliour.sd 

Let IIS conic now to the liftli |*binl, « hu-li is,'* Wliv Inis the dglJ-i.cti.m of tl„ ; 

line hevoius Ihilgcr!u, the present, railhead, been posit.. V* If this .pteHtimi be 

asked, l reply, '' \\ by ivfis not this line to Ihigilad, a vital artery of the hhiiph'c, built 
ihsrLy years ago or loriy^ years ago?” Many years ago Europeans came iWuiird ; 
indeed, some offered la build without a guarantee, nlartiug from BuiiU, from Triiu>li p or 
irotn Salih, iind 1 regrd dial noiliitiffi was then done. E'ur not only arc railways esisew ial! 
necessary I nr ouc com dry but, inareover, bad the Bagdad line been begun thirLv ot 
Eikriy yeurH ago. and were it now cumpleto, die political posiiipn of our Ihnihire would 
have beeTi placed on a thoroughly secure bnsiaj A politicn! position would have been 
Created, such ihut the hmpire wonltl have enjoyed a great, and tiigli standing from the 
economic and enmtnereia! stamlpointa. and still rntSo from dint uf its 'position m 
Europe. My first case, therefore, on (he day when 1 was made Miiu4ur df Ikiklie 
A orks, was to i«sk (lie Company Irqw far the eight year- which hud been ti\e>l in ibe 
Convention fur the [■imstraetina of ibe line beyond liidgmlu could lm reduced, ami l am 
gl;id to say that i Iui'e h; a probability of reducing this eight years to live nr anil 
perhaps efforts will be made la d.Mhe work men inojfo. quickly. But for the rapid 
CfljjHirueli'.ut ot the tine il is. ticecs-ary Lo knun first how wg arc to carry out mir engage* 
meals, wheiici. 1 satjfify slmm. You arc nw ire tliali, liysidert tin? 20(1 kilotit, already, 
lunli Ei'cnn Kouia io Ihilgcrln, ihere are Hl-0 kiEam, more to be liiiili huni [biEgcj-hi ih 
Aleppu, We must conside r how to provide the money to cover- the guarantee for lIjoso' 

^ i-0 kilqni., !itid pa.v Hie interest on the bonds ■vldci- will l>c issued, fu the Convent ion 
it ib provided tluu it sliall be paid from the surplus revenues of the Public Itaht. Xow 
here we liaveyi question jjertiiimngto (1m Minister of Finance, as to how rmieh the Public 
held money is in creasing aunluiliy, and when ii may be expected to meet tlib doinitiid 

conqilelely, rmluelion linving Imcn nuii !c Lur (he shares hithei 'o i^ ued. [ Still I think 
tinil with an ellori, bv drawing up n Complete Bndgi t with all mil' snip n-, rccaija . 
applying Lhe law, jind, for instance, Inking full jidvantage of oar revenues ^vrierall , 
there is no doulrt that the line from Bulgerln to Aleppo cun bo built iri live or six years 
within the terms of our mnle.rtukings, and tliut diilieully will mu ho experienced in 
providing lhe neees^iry tt nio unt a I money. But wlint will happen al'u-rwiivdr, ‘{ Will it 
be advibahle for l Era:''Govern meat tn enter into explicit under Likings of tins kind a-- 
reaurdb ils surplus revenue for the line fioin Aleppo on in Bagdad : I do not ibink ko. 
But It. is a question which has iml vc( arisen. Juid we imve time enough io consider it i , 
continuation with the Treasury and the L’ubiic Mcbt Adminintratum, It will then be scUle i. 
bar lo-Llay this is enoimh, 1 think, on Gdb sahjecL. 

1 am proud to tell you what I know in .. tee t ion with the six points raised in 

* Ttn> wlfifbil t'-xt of ibis j&uientai is vwrv otuururc* f Text ob cure. 

IUM2J ' -y 
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Ismail Hukki Bey's interpellation. There remains one small point* whffeh it \3 
tiesirubSc lo deal with for a complete; mid erst an ding of the question. It is asked why 
the line ; ,s carried by the Kama plain and the loner route, instead ot by the upper 
route, r\(? M via CiTJfmr.oa, or Angora anil Cresarea, Diarbcktr, and MosuL iliis is 
regarded as the effect of a foreign influence; That, G-cidletncn, is a mistake. It 
appears fro in a study of lI n documents that certain economic objections amgg^sted 
tketn^clvtHf if tine tine were carried through Ike centre of Anatolia. Hie expense, it 
seemed, would lie greater; the mute would tie farther from the ports, &c. It wits on 
theae grounds 1 hat the Kmiia mule was preferred. No foreign iaiierioronce is involved 
in huUling the ei pjier line, by Cresnreo, Sivns* and EJimbckii-, Only, it ** asked, h 
111 ere Jimy uuderiakEug towards Ikissin? is there an undertaking to give lo Russian 
capitali-its 1 lie const mutton of railways on the Hloick Bie-a and in those districts, it 
Turkey should not build them 1 1 croud I', and what is t Ko nature and basis oE fiueh 
111 iderLnking f Though 1 mufti hi? excused from giving complete official informal ion on 
this subject at this moment, i may say one Idling only 1 As regards the modification ft 
which may seem advisable Irtier on, under the new systems in whatsoever agreements and 
other at range-men l* were euiue tn al n time when the constitutional system, Gentlemen* 
hinl tiot established itself either in Russia, or in Turkey, the parties are in such a 
position, III e Clove nun cuts under ihc constitutional regime are sn attentive to under- 
stfinding each other, and ;■» respectlug each other's rights, that. I can say that* mh wo 
are mi terms of friendship with the Russian G ever (linen t, nod as there is no doubt tliat 
we shall in aim's t ami each other a* couatitukonal Slates 111 reliuion to whntshver 
(jucstioiis arise, iw shall sutured hi Settling them conformably with the rights ot bulb 
parti esc (Applause,) 

Tin 1 President culls upon— 

hmu UnUii liny (Ml in her for Bagdad),—in the first place, I thunk the Minister 
for his remark that (his interpellation would serve a useffd purpose, JUno have 
though! ii inopportune, some have approved, ll is now clear that it is not inopportune 

ui- unde-ira'lde; I [rust that it will he I.id even useful. Secondly, I never asked log 

ihvsc explanations in order to place the Minister of Public \V orks or Tt-ivtik Pasha, 
Minister h Foreign A Akira, in a diElicnlt pmdtVoik My object was to assist them, to 
skiw ih..i incase iif need they bad the moral support of Parliament, For in questions 
of this kind which have a hearing on foreign it 1 Pairs, Ministers actually desdre on 
occasion lo he [ml stn:h questions* both hi order to give lElo country information tor 
which there is a don mud and lo produce, if it may bo, lycrlam ellects abroad. Stick was 
my object, 

1 asked why the Convention was kept soviet. The Minister says it was not secret. 
But the fifty copies which, he says, were printed* were printed privately and had nothing 
to do mill lIil public; so the advantages of publication are not attained* Ami thia 
{/.invention is as Important as a law. Ii ult'eclft millions op people. Not only people 
here, bill people abroad also have an mierest in its publication. \\ 1 1 ureas with us, 
iml'ortunal.dy, not only were Conventions ol ibis sort not directly published—actual 
laws imposing taxation were kept secret. Von know ihnt the eus to ms duty was 

increased by 3 per cent; No ml mini mm 11 n cement of ie has yet taken [dace* In no 

country could jl lav be imposed without its being anmuniced, without, a law being 
promulgated, In tike niinnur this Convention, u flee ling million* ot people, imposing 
duties on officials, Inis never been published. Hundreds of works have boon published 
about ii in Europe* but thcftc are not uElicial, nor is tbo duty imposed 011 any fine.t 
Those wdin knew French read diem, and that is all. 

The Bagdad Railway has a iwo-fnbl importance, U is important in itself, and it 
is important in its relations lu other things. Fveu Sudur, as in the case of the Hodja* 

line, bulk with our own capital, this line ol 2,8U0 kilom., linking the capital of the 

(mliphaic with Ihissorah and serving as a great bridge between Europe mid Asia, it would 
have had it special intrinsic importance. Mut by having it bulll wilh bu'eigu capital we 
give it an extrinsic importance also, and it is because it is desired and decided to build 
it with foreign capital (hue t may say that foreign enpitulists are more interested ttiau 
we mu'selves, Foreign Powers are and will be mine disquieted by this matter than we 
ourselves. While we were deep in slumber herb, excitement was raging amongst them, 
Wliilc we knew nothing, quarrels and rivalry were rite among the Other Rowers, Wo 
knew nothing of ibis wrangling* tun we were concerned. The greatest rivalry was 
between English nml German capital* and in the end it neecssitaled, far instance, our 

• Text . umovlisii involved, lsit sense burly clmr. 
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emeriug into a formal undertaking in the Persian Gulf, The Minuter said a while 
ago that, as the capilnl is in the form nl bearer shares which may puss into any hands* 
i a is ma'Ler has no political tmpor lance. I cannot share lint view. .FEratlv, it is laid 
down iri the c ntraet that the tn me ess in nary Company shall not change ita Ottoman 
eharaeler. Moreover’* ^ve see Hail the Bneja Cunnl, for instance* was made, iu the 'irst 
mstance, with French capital, then the. shard udders came to be English, and later on 
again the majority are becoming French, Tinin there is another point. If* as his 
bxfdlcncy it did not mutter who Imhl the fill ares, (hero would have been u<t 
controversy on the subject between the Powers. Tl'i^y would not have Hiiiifi for instance, 
lei llic Gpfnmns put up 10 per cent., the English 20 per cent. Up to the prescoi’ 
various combination^ have been el Ice ted* hui no result lias been arrived, at, At IUm. 
iTeoeb capitalists wished to participate, But M. 1 l. le.issu in a speech delivered live 
year* ago declared Iliac unless the l-’reudi participated <m equal terms in the capital and 
1 I 1? 1 construction, trend) capital would not come in • that is K p was iie|ired to ijjii'liei[mce 
equally iu the control and in the capital expended on muierinl* Me, The Ourninn 
Company deniurrcd to and the French asked for this oqnatilv of control And so 
matter* did not progress. Later after the Transvaal war, I Uiiuk there is a commotion 
lMwecu the railway nud that war* bacausu it Is sjiid mat, but for the iva,* the Railway 
( (jiicession wtmld not have been given sit easily. Alter llie Frans van I war a ne^ arrange* 
mcot was come Em in the simple of an agreement between the capital is! s„ It was 
[imposed to give per uenl. of the capital lo the English, m per cent, to ibe Freneli, 
lf per cent, to [3m Germans, and the remaining 10 per cent, to the Ii nssbitis; or tf. as 

1 Uiiuk wns likely, 00 Russian capital could be .I, to the small Stat^ like Belgium 

and Holland. Hot tliis ended in nothing, owing to the understanding between England 
:l:M France and the antagonism between England and Germany which supervened c 

i. Ims j 1111 c Eli re. On die reeummanrlatinn of the English Government the Freiudi Govern 
inchi jji'evcnied the French capitalists from participating. My point is (hut fnc fact ol 

ii. e capitals being issued in negotiable shares doea not, os Elm .Minister aars diuirive 
Hie matter of political importance, 

The Bagdad question is no new onC s but dates from perhaps sixty roars back. It 
j! be not wearisome* let me describe previous sc-hemes, their authors, and the conditions 
proposed. E= you do not wisli it, wc can miter on Urn cxauiination of itie prcaeTib 
question at. once. For it will he seen thni in tJsesc schemea more favourable conditions 
were ptfered. Whatever route* have htihcrlo Imeu sugge4cd> whatever Hi-hemea have 
licen evolved, the principal projects have Emeu tho>e id KitgliAiinen, A\ui iml.itrallv, 
because the first scheme waft that ol an English Company, and the UngEEsb have a great 
interest in this matter Em Cause el India. To begin wit.li, one gaol le mat), called 
l 'bouncy [proposed a lino] from Alexandria to Aleppu, 

[ Interrttptions Ucnn itiipatient Ifiqmtie*, alter which nhc speaker prncceded,j 

Ii is necessary, E iliink, to give .certain iniefniatieu in leamnd, in view nf 1 lie fact 
that the quest[r 1 n is One of the moat important uc have (hr dUcnssud. Cheftriey 
prgposed to make a nilway to ir p].Mj called Mcnkend), h. dredge Elm BtiphraU* Endow 
■liar a* far as Ekigdad and Biisiioialg and U establish a si turner service. Hie scheme 
was, not on tei t-niued, A tew years later one And re if proposed, again using foreign 
at pit 11 !, Lo build 11 line not this (imo to Aleppo* but lo a place 0 1 lied lid r Zested day* 
distant Iletn Aleppo* and to make Hie river below tliat point fit tbi“ Hteumcrs by dredging. 
AnrJielE also bud no snucey*. Then Llm Siicii Giimil was opened, and the Rmelnd Elivi- 
wa^irmiovifhat iorgoticjjt Eventually* under ike eld rdgime, an Italian called 'Foilielti 
jjio forward niiuiher scbeinu in eonjuMciimi with Englisii rapiialists. Tlds is mitre 
ini|iLH'taut. funieiti prepared n line net in Aleppo, btu to Bliss-ji'ilSi, and asked for no 
guatanke. Inslead i.f a gitm an tee, lie proposed Eu develiqi those restnns. to cultivate 
ibe land on both' sides of (he river, ami distribute water to (he inhabiinui*. Me waa 
olug to make a branch to ECoijia. and fe curry trie Hriti^b-luditm jamt by ileti r(.m(e, 
lie had ohlainod (lie coufiont of England to lEils. Bill after two or three vcem* ef dfort 
be had nosiicee^, Then a Frenchman, M, t >kn tl, came lerwnrd, and he* t|>, faiU iL 
Another, Vim IVoessel, jailed ndsu like his [Hedeevseir, A El (hese propu^ed to build ili : 
railway without guarantee. 

At last the ( on cession lor this line was given to the Anatolian Uoinpanv, with not. 
Only ll guarantee, hut other advantages as Well. You are aware thu. in tile past the 
Government cuniiaeicd a large lunn for the building ol the Bagdad line. But tins bum 
wn*sacrificed in extravagance, and a* icsiml Lite nmimnt was nut devuted to the iiuendcd 
object, (t nos to Slave providgi for the whole Bagdad Railway. In the event a Line 
of S4J kilom. was built as far aft E&midfc, atid ihn! with dilitcukv ; and a branch ling 
built from Mondania to lirbuaxa. In all a ayatetrt of ] Elu kite in. was cieated. Bat even 





these slmri fines we could eiol work, so wg tease! Oil*jei to u Cninpaiiy,Tcsening the right 
o 1 jjiiDiilliiii; the lca<u whenever wa totalled. hi virtue of this right v;e ;innulIud the lease 
in 1888. \\ e gave a Concession for Angora Lnori" Uorsu, 

The . fiiwirnnleu *ns IS,500 fr, a-kihi»i-tre, We gave the found i lino algo to tlti-r 
geTillcmnn. Hus A ngara lino v m on I lie one side to he eon tinned to Cffianreii, on th 
oihor a ijrelofctbn was mtide from Enkishdir to Koniin The former project, liw 
prolongation to Cielirea, it was not tVnnnt possible to execute, 

I ho Minister pays ihat the conlimi.tlioa of a line from 1 Aesarea was rejected ficcaijse 
ii would involve groat expense and prodtme fewer advantages, I do riot share this vie". 

\ my Unit the rente wc are now ednsrd ring is coitl'miitml wiifi a t-emcnduns obstacle in 
i hal it meets with iho Taurus range at the otifoeL, and (Ik? cost of it Till be very great, 
& proudly, f do not Nihil: that the revenue yielded by,, and Lire services itt development 
rendered hy, the southern route are comparable with those of I he northern'; Had iL been 
absolutely nuresssiry to rhoosc r3 lc.- Htaiihem route, it should hare been carried on froth 
AIcxanilretta and down the banks of (he Euphrates,- 1 * hi ihi- way a very piodLtoHivc 
region would have been brought into cull jvjiLiiUi, 'I’li.e Nuj'-.rtjrea-Sivaft route, however, 
umdd have passed by | irosijierOilS and productive places like Sivns, Khar put, am! 
biarbekir; whercii* the country fo the soutli] e.r / If from Aleppo t• ■ Mosul, is lint -o 
productive, and (he regiogta low dr down are tjuitc undeveloped, (’’oEjsegm.mil v, as the 
iCt'tipts will be less, 1 Ik« surplus we shall have lo pay for guarantees will lie more. For 
ilitjHe reason* I emmol slmi--- hie IJxcdleney's opinion, 

tTmiing to liit* present route of the Bagdad Bailwuy, the line was first extended to 
Konin. AlfoMliutn number ot schemes were mooted, Tliesc were irreconcilable with 
our present ermsEilminrirtl form of (mveiimu at, mid so too lin'd; outcome, Mi is Convent ion,, 
is urn-mU'd In 1 lie needs o[ n live country. It wfih titer point of many inlhtdlicejj, maiiv 
ititer!is t'liees. As a mailer ol liter., when the t 'nneession was given, c^ftailb condi 1 ions 
diollhl have been rthweivetl, !l aaould haw been pat in auction, advci ttaud,-aficl then 
omitted, ibid ilmra lie'en eapitalisU ollbriugl heller terms, il should have been proposed 
to l lie lit. These com!] lion* were not applied. Everything wts do ho -cfrellv, iiml the 
nr mm game id was eimdmh.il on orders gi vein from the Palace'. To whnt extent was this 
veil done r A line uS 2,800 kilom, to Bagdad is a great artery, and. will certainly bo of 
advantage, lint wo cm mot consider it free from driiwbneksy 1-r it Alight I Hive been 
made on mure adventsigf-mis conditions, llailwiiys, as yon are-aware, arts made in t'.vn 
way.si i It her wil.li liilumdrit 1 toes, or with guura nice d' interest. Thu (.lovennticat 

oil I it i’ Eiiidi'i’iahes ..lie up I lie met I roedipts jibr kilimiciro to I (j.imo IV., lo.Oin) IV., 

rn‘ ■JJ'.cmj ir., u 11 1i 1 iltey reach lhat irnin, or it gudrantces as : nrh per cent,, interest on 
she ii.veslmh ih: Jinvo old been auensEimied t" (be kilonieli'Ec gnaranlec 

:-ystein With the single exception ol |ln> tum-gumiihitjed Aijpii line, idt miv lines are 
gmira' leial. ISut wo bayt: pushutl Lliis systeui to extruvagaht Ibngtlis, Kiloiilrarie 
gnu nit! lees in tlte un^t dvii^ed colinI ries do nut exceed fr. AVe, however^ have 

-ro^u a ceils tom ed to puv t(y)WH fr, or 15,01)0 iV. We have even gone tip to IS.OOfJ Id 
For i lie I tag!hid line we are to pay ].> t 00li Ir. Slut ibis figure was arrived at by 
haggling, Ai in-l 1 ".eOU fr, was asked for,; lmt al'o-r discussion, and die lnLervotition 

ol ecrtiim inllueiiees the ( oinprmv nitli diElicully eonsenled tu ncccpt 36,5(m fi^ The 

direct guarantee per kilometre is 11 , 00(1 lr, h wbidi cijrrespomjs !u the capital oft.be line, 
bin this is not emmgh. Noi only |o w H <? pay for the capit il, and lluu at the rate of 
'll ,IHK> Er,, thus seedling the inlorest on Urn capital, bn I we afso atlneaic ly.OO fr. for 
wii t, ing expea-es, a jofai of UVjiK.i E'r,, ai d u iwnfold gniLraidee. it docs riot *top at 
this. Alier accepting the sysiom of gLiulMntee, wi- t-epmali !y guai'iintiso interest on ibis 
tnoiiey at I per rent, Il at least ihc Cnmpmn !nu| to provide the liKSltev, and (lie 

Mo vert oneii l bad nut lt> raise the capita! hy a loan ■ lint no. The (Jovcrnmunt 

provided tlie immev. 'I’be Movertmiem goes into debt and gives tile money to the 
Company, Jlita being so, t tie Company should he in the .Josilion of oumrn^tnr, us Ibe 
t i ovcriL tneut horviiAs the moiiijy. No I .-o, 'I’iio t'iuvunimcui iwn'rmis, ,bu( t lie (Jo tup any 
dues not remain a dimtrjidor, If El hud to couslrLiel tbij works'und hand them over in 
the liovernineiit aUcranrds, us ia tiic t'nse of tEie btsksliehr || E^ikt-j il miglit liave bcun 
n |nopcL arrangement. The tJbveniiniuiL ta borrower^ ddblor, and gLiararitor, The 
t Com puny docs not give it stcurily for sustaLtdng I lie burden of ilds loan. It asks a 
goalunlee of its, amt we have to give the Compam ttfcurily I'oi a debt we nwe to olherst. 

Thus the guarantees p:ts.s nil legitimute limits, and ... to three or lour liioeR wliat 

iliey oUgiit ; that is Eu say, llicre is a threefold guarantee a 11dng wiilimit preeodent 
aiM where. It 5* nut enough that we should lie in debt for the capital and that the 


Text Uut quL:v clvut. 


f ompaiiy should be in debt.-- 1 As though it Hid not aufike wc akould guamUee 
4 t fi00 jr. for working ami 1,1 h 000 fr. to seciEro [be capital, wc bestow a me in her of 
iinm tin kies fig wfcib \\ liatevor is imported by f he Company for the const vn cl ion of the 
Ittie is tree of ciufoms duty, and there is u gain of 8 per coat. As this is a loss to 
the State, the saving Humid in justice be included in the guarantee. Thus the fixed 
guarantee nf Ki,o00 fr. is greatly swollen, and bcconiQs, say, 1.0,000 IV. or 17,000 fr* 
Anol. I lev important point that we borrow money f but do nnl receive cent, lor edit, For 
each 11 lOjOOOjOOt) Lr, ot deb! contracted we receive S3 ,000,000 of m mey, so that there 
is fin enormous loss, 11 the loss of lb per cent, be apportioned per kilometre, we shall 
fold that it brings the guarantee up to, perhaps, 20,01)0 fr, extravagance itself! 

In the next place, 239^000 i'r, per kshanetre ia allowed for building expenses. This, 
img in extravagant, lor nowhere is so great an innouiit albiwed, even lor die (dost 
dibicult railways. An average rate is lb(),0()i) Jr. or lfSOjOQO fr. Lei ns sav, however, 
tliat lids 200,000 fr, is mmdnat; calculated al S 5 per cent., it comes down to 
2atJ,000 fr v though the ililFcirciicc of -lihOOO fr, ov so im men out of the Government'* 
pocket, liven with this mitigation there, is a loss, a loss to us, nj 7() t (jy0fr. or 80,000 fr. 
It is wc who pay i.be difference between the nominal and the real price, an. i tim 
(. onipiiny incurs no risk. Its position is that of one Undertaking ^ contract, lull il is not 
merely a contractor, It is at once contra-dor and coiieessimuiaire. And it is a contract' i 
and eonce&donuaire witboni money* 

\\ hat further toss lx there ? Let us slmw this also. Allow the Company to make 
nhut profit it may. Nobody can pie vent that, When it ernne* to details, t,lm Onverii- 
ment cannot see to everything. Cotigequedfly during the constnidion the fompany 
swells the building expenses to that total.r Tlien there is a second point. On the 
oevasion of eaclj tmns|dion (for a separate financial Convent urn is made for each geel ion 
nud the nccossiii-y money is raised by ban), on the (Harasim, sjf each such loan there are 
of course commissions and percentages. Naturally ' he tioverriment is not the gainer by 
by these. It loses, Thus In connection with each uediini we are exposed to certain 
losses. Ii these be added to the total of the guarantees, it may easily ho understood 
hmv greatly it Will be swollen. 

There is another point, which involves also a loss, in cormcctidii with the kilemptrie 
gnamntecs, Il is said iluit if the proceeds of working (lie line armmnf to L5l)i> fr., it 
belong^ Lo the Company, and this amount is a ael-olf. If the proceeda amount to 
1G,0CHJ fr., the balance of o,f“00 fr. belongs wiiolly to the tfovemmenL If they he abovr 
10,000 th, per cent, gees to the Company, 40 per cent, Lo the Government Of 
these 10,000 lr. the difference of 5,500 lr. between (by 4,500 fr. and 10,000 fr* belongs 
wholly Ich i,e t 'rmipuny ,X and above lh\a 30 per cent, belongs to t he ('ompiipy^ 10 pvr 
Cent, to the Government. Why i* this? E can sec no sense in ii. Since h.oiti capital 
Eind working expenses arc guaranteed, E can hoc no logic in the Company's receiving 
00 per cent, ol ihp proceeds. What actually-happens ? Suppose there lie proceeds 
amounting to 12,000 J’r,, C,50O fr. belong enlirely and 40 per cent, of the remainder to 
the 11fjvei'hnieiu, 'E'luis 3,500 fr.» suy T aecrlie to the Government, liut do noi think 
[Inn iltis brokcti-np sum of 0,500 fr. enter* lEic TreEiam i in its entirely. We nay it to 
the Public Ifohc 

There is \ 1,000 lr. to secure the capital; 4,000 fr, to acenre, the working expctisu-s. 
l?ow r * . . . 

P’bcre follow two sentences which convey no tneaning to me,] 

VA’om all tills il is evident, to how many objections the financial part oE‘ the 
Con volition is open. 

^ The Minister has tuld ii* that the t'Luivention \wn no political object, and docs not 
infringe mir bft|iohal 9<iver§ignLy. That it probably dues nut interfere with thu nalioiiut 
sbvercigitly in any way, I ton agree, for 1 do mu wish lu give tuo com pro lien give a 
meaning to the expression i( sovereignty." But I urn corn pel tad to object font it contains 
JhiEigs contrary to our national interests. Thus, to Article 22, the Article most the 
aghject of controversy, El is said that the Company dial I htivu the right LMvork ail mines 
within 20 bikini, t>u dthcr side of the line, subject lo the UcguLntkms, J fo this there 
seema in be no ohjeetieu on the surface, In reajily it is not so. We cheat mirseEu-a, 
becauso Hie Company wishes tn lake the lino past mint’s. And so it has doom 
Tin- mincLal wealth of the Taurn* mountainis is well known, and the importance of the 
mines on the frrgheni region of Mesopotamia is uudemubke In the Kerkidi imighbour- 

* "I t - si [LoU-tear. _ -1 Ti-xi Llifliadi lo fulkiw di-urly. 
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Those Matuiieus urc ctol very clear 


! Ram* EfmdL —Do not trouble, ||ivc this prtiit^d, my son. J>1 ns read it nil. 
(A general cry 6f lf Go on ! Gn on [ ”) 1 

h-umii Maktrf Iky (conLimifog)*—-Xriw among these privileges is the right of ulili^in^ 
electrical find water power. There may seem to be no nhvinus objection Vo thi^ p so ]ntjg 
as the Company employs them for its own needs. To me the question is not *so Gin phi, 

9 be foundation once estahlishcdj it will naturally have acquired it superior position an 
compared with oLber applicants, and tins superiority will prevent others from coming 
forward so long as Mm Company is in the held, a will have ready cm the spot what over 
15 required to hr gin work, its electrical rights will assume practically the form of a 
per pet Uii l Oonce ss i on. 

lit short, what appears on the surface to lie a single Concession, amounts in reality 

10 seven or eight. Of the revenue from these various Gone l salons, only that accruing 
irom harbours is incltided in the general profits anil set against the giuimitccti, No 
other source of profit is included tn the gross returns of tlm railway and placed on the 
credit side. Had they done this, the Government would at least have gained to tlui 
ok ten! of paying lefts in guarantees. Ihit it is not so, and I therefore think it necessary 
that these points should he modified. 

Then ihcrc is an Article which provides for the purchase of the line by the Govern- 
mcnr, and the annul in oil ( 0 ] the ( oncession, so that we can Escape in case of need. 
Blit (lie terms art: such as id make the operation impossible. As it is, we pay a kilo- 
meiric guarantee, By the conditions of repurchase, the Government is to pay the 
Company half the gross receipts calculated in some extraordinary way,, and nol less than 
12,Ut)Q Ei\, so ilia 1 wc shah pay a line of 1,001) fiv p|r kilometre, and disbnr-m 1 do not. 
know how many mil lions annually 111 compensation. And unfortunately ike owner is not 
then free, as he naturally ought to be, to deal as he pleases with his recovered property, 
because ike Government imderiukes io lease it to the Company. \\V buy back, ami 
we undertake again to give it to the Company, This kind of bargain pusses my com¬ 
prehension. 

There are soron other minor privileges which call for alien Ifon. The first relates to 
the vapid working of the line, the second to the duration of [lie Concession for ninctv- 
nine years. There is a practice of giving Concessions for ninciy-ninc years; why for so 
long l cannot understand ; bid call it a practice, and say it is all right/ Welt and good, 
if it were only for (he line IVom Kanin onwards, Bui the Haidar Pasha Korda line was 
also included, so; that the Concession for it titea turns for ninety-nine years front Hint 
moment - ait extension (o 120 years altogether. In the secmid place, the pcri$la will 
ran from the dates of completion of Mm several -mikiiis, liegUning with that begun in 
1U03-, or six years ago,* not from (he dale of the granting of the Concession, ‘thus if 
the railivay be completed twenty years lienee. I here will he part of is, the Concession of 
which will uni expire for i KJ years—-a confused .slate of affairs. 

Again, il is gjjgiii Shat the trains arc to run 75 kilometres an Aur, so the curves are 
Lo be made wide and the bridges strong. But its regards Urn floe from here to Koniu, 
the Company’s undertaking is given on the condition that the Govern merit nfodl give 
3,000,000 ffo and guarantee 400,000 IV. a-ycar interest on ibis amount ; and in short 
the portion from hero to Ktmia is not pat in eljJDrge of the Company, although il is this 
same Ctgnpany which obtained the Concession for il. Wbut would it liava mattered if 
quick trains had been 1 bought of in the past, and the tine made suitably. . , , . The 
line to Kohia works at Ht ktlrnn. Well! Let the trains con Mime fo run at 40 kiloin. to 
Koala, The Government cannot have every burden imposed on it! i 

Such are the ceontmiie aspects of the Qonveniicin. What can we do to remedy 
matters ? 

Four ultorimtives suggest I hem solves to mv mind :— 

Firstly, to annul the Convention. 1.5at this 5.-, Impossible, We envnot destroy a 
completed transaction. The l ights of others are concerned. For its honour 1 ?] Hake, tho 
Government must respect its signature, even though the signature was given durin"- the 
despotism. We eJiniiol iherefore annul the Convention. 

Turning tn the question of repurchase, that too, as 1 have just exphiincd. J is an 
impossibility. 

There remain two courses: to arrest Mm works where they stand, or to modify tho 
Oonvoipt|bp. h is in (he Government's poirer In uitcsl the works where they now stand. 
His lixccllcney lliu Minister admitted this a while ago, He said that there was nothing 
in the contract in tho nature hi u stipukiioo that tho money to be provided^ must he 


Nat ekttrly warded in Uie U&t, 
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gunrunteed by the ( Toyormriftnl. Therefore the Government eats stop it where ii fs* if 
it so nislieH. Bill in my opinion it is mentisi latent with the interests of Lhe country that 
we hFi ouh( remain without 1 .1 u £b viltd artery- ami avail Our&clvcft of Lin Euphrates and 
Tigris. Bui that i* another matter Use can he made of them to a eujcfcitin extent hut. 

I am not ni' the opinion that we should dispense with this line because we have thee 
rivers, fj’jic course of modifying the Convention wc van adopt only under stress of 
neeessity, bur what shall we do '! We shall say : u Let the wrick stay us it is* miller 
than that wc should sinfer for ey.ele the di§ad vantages arising from the terms of this 
( onventioTi; we shad look for name other remedy, 1 ' The modifications must relate to 
the points ! have menliom-d. Hut if this, too, should prove ini possible, what can we 
do ? Can we do nothing r 

Iii my opinion, w.‘ have a iintent reserve, that is, u*e have in our possession a means 
of >■ 111 riiiiiiiiii.ui ] ioii which cun compensate lor the mm-urmatriieimii of lhe railway, With 
n little muihle, we can secure ill least half of what the railway will do for us, E mean 
tlie Kuplmiies and Tigris, These livers area hlcs-iim bestowed hy God on thiscountry,, 
a blessing ot which we should and can take advantage. Railways are not the hn!y 
means of i transport, Menlmiul^e ean more easily he gear id ed h\ river. In every part of 
the world: rivers and on mi Is are found inure soiled to transport, than railways, oiler more 
sccurii v, and are advantageous! In the iiuintry, Indeed, slesimers were ruti on these 
livers in the pnst T as the) slill do between JSnssorah urn] Bagdad, At one time they ran 
as ini' us Mehkeindu They lulu only gel. there wlien the water is high, because of the 
h1 nu liras " Formerly made I nr Irrigation purposes. These Can he got rid of easily and 
inexpensively* so that steamers cun be run to Meskcndi. a place one . 1 day ilistant fm n 
Aleppo. Scunners ean also he rim on the Tigris. Alley exploding .settle iueoiun durable 
rocks which tlicio are below thimara sUameis ean go as far as Mosul, But in whose 
hands sire these means of eominturierid km to-day Ir There are two Giiiiipiuii.es between 
Bagdad and Bm-suriih ; one is the English t Vuupimy 'culled Lymdi, which up In the 
proKCni has worked two steamers in Uftioril-mec with an anuiiigemeut rn iline eHeel." 
Wc rjUo have steamers, but as we work them like the Unhsussn our means oi" transport 
there un,iik almn^t to Kero, Merchandize remained unprovided for. This provoked the 
compIninU nf merchants. -of British in ere hams. Now a third English steamer runs 
between Bagdad and TSussoruh. Wc have here a sample of the slackness ami improper 
conduct of the old regime. Turning to our Ottoman steamers—formerly called the 

II Ottoman Otmtiv," not ike ^ Hauiidid Company "—they were worked up to live years 
ago liy tlui Malisiissn Administration, Hukscqucinly the Concesm'm was given to the 
Civil List, The Civil Lisl should now, ( think, return a tiling to which it has nu right, 
Lot ihis t \>mission be wiiliilrawn and given by auction to the highest bidder. Let the 
area "I navigation! he inn'i H>ed, I'nr, as l haw -aid,'■Veil if the railway be built, I besu 
steamers should ply, not only to Bagdad, but lo Mosul and Meskeneb. I have seen 
nothing about ibis in the scheme submitted by the Ministry i.■!' Rnblic Works; lei us 
hope ihe) will complete U. Even as it is + wo at any rate have ibis weapon in pur 
builds. Bagdad need not he wholly ruined. Wo shall obtain swift transport. Hut 
before availing ourselves of this resource—this instrument—I repent and mil real, that 
the exorbitant and damaging parts of this Convention should he riiqiljfiod. I shall he 
(old that the last word bus been sutd about the Convention, \ am not nf Unit opinion, 
because the Convention has never been left as it si cod, ftincp the issue of the finnan 
in ISbli I lie terms have linen changed three limes. First they were modified by the 
Corn-eib .on we are now dealing with ; this, again, was subjected to certain alterations by 
llm linamdal Agree mud drawn up when the line to Aleppo was authorized, 1 wish to 
point out that this is not a Convention which has taken final shape and on which the last 
word has been said. ! see nothing to prevent a Convention which Inis been altered 
three (sines from being altered a fourth. Let it then heikbdilted, and lei whatsoever steps 
arc uee.efi.sii.ry for its modification he taken.- The Company lias been formed as an 
Ottoman Company.; fur this reason it has been grained many favours by the Govern^ 
men! will* S am sure, be granted many in the future, As d will have ($ do wii|i the 
t>Honuois for SHI ov JtJU yearn il will maintain good relations with them, 'I ho Company 
will, I imagine, be desirous of enlisting the good-will of h people with whom it lifts to 
keep in lunch for so long. Why should it run counter to us: El will of eour.se not be 
in the Company's interest to do so: it will not suit ours if the. Company persists in 
opposing alterations, and of course wc shall not treat It with the same favour as of old. 
This will he to its disadvantage. Hiuber than that both parties should sutler it will be 

" 11 iiiiill ■ ifiiii bir burel-i-lCiiviu." 
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wisl not sanctum ille ranlmtianee of (his vague and isMfuaqd, slate of affairs. .Akaba and 
Koweit airci iwn' gags fastened in Lite ears of Arabia : one on [either side* Sound friendship, 

J consider, comes of reciprocally s-incure intentions* and is mndjb possiliffi by Insuring 
ttvedom fro in mnrertaim v, Thin is Hnghind's desire. I do not think she has any 
important interest in that place. If the lino should end at Kttwcit the greatest 
advantage -tvit£ be Kiiglatid's, If there be a safe harbour, FTigEaTidA:i trade in the 0 nil" will 

increase, and tin- i-nmmuiiicnlioii with India ^ Iii becomewell ■■ordered and rrtpul, ISSsIiIgs 

fhi- material interest slu- 1ms .1 moral interest^ The Ottoman G(ivemrti£rit tu-duy 
tindmica die MAsIcin Calipimle rnr literal advantage which will Fie derived by 11 Power 
hlie 1‘hi gland, with ini.iliniiH of Moslem subjects, from gratifying a .Moslem Rower of thin 
]' 1 1 * 11 is undoubtedly n thousand tbnee more valuable limn ttic trilling material advantage 
in be derived from claiming a doubtful rig]it over nn unimportant place life Kowcit, 
consisting 4 few villages (Applause,) The Foreign Minister is nnt nowhere. He 

U tsu his way from England, llo knows the English well, and they have a special 

regard for him. We may hope that if lie lakes advantage of this moral influence 
jo-id laktji? steps in this .sense with the English Governmc d, lie will achieve a happy 
result. Lot these words of nit no Fie not misinterpreted. I declare that l entertain -tio 
sentiment e| dissatMju'tbh toward* England, (Applause,) 

A seermd point is I lie prominence given to Russia. that no Concession for bull ding 
railways m the northern port of Asiatic Turkey will be given to nny one other limn Lhe 
M'ltrkisi 1 Government, ! lint is, that if the Covorm^ent can itself build any such line it 
may do so, Am ii mnnol give n UmiccMon to any one else, Thera is no Treaty to Ibis 
oJTVeL wiili Russia* but ft note vrrlmiv has passed. This note was managed in a way 
with on i precedent between civilized Stales, anti eoiishrttrt id' n number of provisions 
drat led hurriedly and con I used ly. At the lime at which il passed., however, il embraced 
a reciprocal undertaking. Now (bat imijslitiitkmal Govprmuent lifts been proclaimed,, 
the rcniprocul ] tor (Lon of il hns roused to be of clleclJ One portion of the aiidcrt Fiking*— 
that binding |{.urt$iit—ditoppLwrs, Under these circUmstaiicoSj the other portion too 
ceases 10 he ol eEFecit Ijhm fttcftt* Husain's imdertaking was llnit certain Otibiilaii subjects 
1 here at ihu(. firne should mil. be allowed In return. They have now returned,, and with 
their return the other point in the note full to the ground in the natural course. And 
here, again, us I have pointed out In the ease of Kuweit, this b no advantage to Russia. 
1 'V even il we be subject to such Ft restriction, wo can raise a loan and build this line 
omuctvcB, and no one mu prevent ns. Kvcn Htippnsoyl impartible to provide the money 
by borrowing, we enu find means, one way or 11 nother, to build it ourselves, lidie the 
IE nljnx line, \\ by, even under the eld regime, u Commission was formed a ml surveyed 
Annin]in viiib ibis object, I believe il was jircsided over by StulF Colonel Ahmed Bey. 

I his Cumin iss inn travelled llirmigb Asia Minor mid examined tin? question of btiildhlg 
this 1 1 ne in the >(iine way as the lledjaa El lie, hu 1 secretly. My jjnitvl is that we eaii 
hml menus to build ibis line in case of need, .so that I can see no cause for the 
couiiiun'd existence of ibis undertaking, which has no sense, except that it humiliates usj 
h Ilus up advantage for Husain, w'Iium, umreover. has itself entered on nn era of freedom. 
The vilayets :n quest inn are bounded mi meskichy free ideas in the Caucasus* oil another 
by the Heradun Liberals, uml on the Curd by our const ittiLmiiu] ism. I do not believe 
that this fruit of tyranny mid darkness can last in a place affirmunkal by three such 
aims of liberty, St the Russia 11 Government appeals to public opinion* it will, I 
believe, support us, especially as the Russian Government II as shown us the friendship 
in' need in every way during the Just six months, The Minister bus admitted that 
during 1 base days especially limy mm showing us friendship and cordiality, Indeed, 

I believe that, it I am not mistaken in any information;, our Gi>|ornhidnt took action 
in this, sense immediately utter l he Const ilm ion, and received what was to some extent 

II liivoumble and hopeful answer. I f we? persevere we may hope to be freed alto¬ 
gether Iroui this incubus, and the Minister will certainly not Imp sight of the matter. 
(Applause.) 

liu&tftni Effientti said lie bad prepared u draft. Unmil llakkt Bey Iiad dealt with ilm 
subject su jubnirab!y that there was no need for Imn to make the rtpeecb lie hint intended, 
lie would, i lure Sore, merely baud his draft to the resident. 

O.oauij i'rr: Ktthuti (I'bzLndpm} cbought that Ismail llakki Bey had exbausW the 
KLibjcet, :im3 chat nothing wets left for tiny one else to say. lie would merely call 
attention to a matter which he hmi dealt with in a draft put in by him, in which he had 
dealt not only with t he question of rnadu and. bridges, km also with that of railways from 
Mivas to Hrziudjaiv Eizcrum, 8 w, These linCK are of great importance, like the great 
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Hue under discussion, both from the point of view of military transport and of iJlfi,* 
He asked the Minister's views on tins subject. 

7V- PreMwf remarked th:ti that was another question, and called 00 ^ohnil» 
Epndi, 

Zvhrnb EJftwtH (Constantinople i Armenian),—The House lia^ l bHiiik, obttimod !h& 
necessary information on this: sabject in abundance, I therefore d 1 not intend to w’tfisry 
it with details. Et Is important to present Isrielly certain figures wldtU will obiLg tu your 
memories, Ismuj] llakki Hey has indicated only the bases, but il ios 1 ^;'must ]je reduced 
to a e.niclusi'm wbidi will iqnke the disadvantages i'lrisiiig from them palpable to 
everyoiLO, W liatever stone we ttmi up nc are coufroiitqd with tbe evils of the despotism. 
r l Ids present business is not a Convention,, but a of benevolences. E slutll new 
state, one by one, by the aid of figures the great sums which this Convention secures 
to the Company regardless of ail legitimate rights, 

firstly, lor building this line the Company receives lei round i Eg tires 2TO t OOO Er, [or 
l : h3' 11 n:ipolcima) per kilometre for 2,00ft kilometres. Xow, it is known tt> every 
conipctcnt person that lines like tliis, including the mosl. dillicult portnms, t‘an be built 
ni trinn F3ts,()0t) IV. 10 310,tH)iJ fr. (or TjiOO impoleotis). There are, it is true, litianrial 
expenses, but even induding these the average cost for difficult lines may lie put at 
130,01)0 IV .1 nr, at the milaide, 1110,000 ly. If we work .nt(- tbi- 270 b 00(|fr, n tin wed fo the 
{.MinpadV tbr tbe wdi de -, 1 M 11 > kiloim, ;md count the bUerust on tlui money in excess oF 
this estimate of actual oost, it conics to fully G T.y, 0 00,000. 

Aceordmc in another Ailicle in :ae Convention, when flic Bagdad Concession was 
grunted the Concession for the Angora and Benin lines was newly extended to ninety- 
nine years, that is to say, the period already elapsed was wiped out. At first sight, one 
docs not realise iho peetmkry lo&s caused to the Trensury hy ibis cxlcurtion, But, 
icnioniber, that if the State preiportes to bay up those lines before the cx]iirELti<m of the 
y’oiiccssion it b bound to pay certain moneys to [he Company, EC we calculate [hose 
immeysior the ilifScrcnoc in (.imo chls.^uiI by lIic extension to iiEnety-niiic years hence, the 
diflbroncc in [Etc cost of refiurobaSe onines to .U T, 4,tHM),(ii)i). 

We pcEssosrt flic right in buy up ilia Bagdad liim whenever wl? jdca.se, Tbiw 
expression “liny” is in itself sufficiently carious. Why? Becmisc flic Government 
itself is having the line built with money which it itself borrows. The Annudinn 
Go in jinny comes in in two ways, Firstly, il nils as intermediary for obtaining the 
money; that is undertakes- to put the Government stock into circulation, A loan 
question was d i sen fisc d recently, {lout] emeu. Another thrilled' the Agreement niadn by 
.the biink ! We provide Hie necessary sccmily. If it be given to the batik, and the 
eorrortponding stuck be msiicd, this transaction ii eflecied jointly with the Bagdad 
Railway Company. The Company, that is to fifty, acts as our broker, 

# c- 0 * <5 & 

The Company is in tlie first place, in tho jiodiiou of a jiarLy, In tlici setjou I il Is a 
contiactor for the bnlblhig. As contractor, it lias uoi mi durable deal ingm wills itself ;us a 
party, T’his is undeniable* Tiie 01 her day in considering lIkj question of tbe loan with 
the bank and the price;:of issue of the stock, we saw hiLorc&tiug things ami discovered 
that there would be a siAstanMal profit. Thai profit, is in part cun till! ions, itnd Jins in 
part, been r.piilized.T I have set forth the advantage of the Company's sceoml capacity 
an cchlmetor. In the third ptyce, it is ati expjE>i;atiou Company, flint Ss r it is a lessee. 
\\ lint advantage is rteqiircd Lu Uin Liiiy capacity ? El' the Government wishes fo get rut of 
ihis t'|ploilatiim C h ompany (lor tijal Es the meatiiiig of tFm express!tin to IJ buy back 1 '), it 
must pay off in full its debt to the Co'jjmiany as bdlding contractor, r J‘lns is inittirnl. 
Over and above that it |as lo pay 1 .Out! fr, per kilometre for every remaining year. If. 
for instance, Lo-day tlie {4 event client, satisfied of (he disadvantages of its pertitioci, awlttss 
exercise its right of re pure base, which means saying *' Lease to us tlie part, already 
made,” we shall have to pay 1,000 fr, fur ever}’ kilometre. Very well. For 
2,000 kilntn. ne sbalt pay §/000;0().0'fr* We shall pay 200,000 fr.§ (Uproar,) Yen. 

Gentlemjbu, 100,000 fr 4 yL'T. 33.tlt:n?), AEnljiplied by niucty-liirio years il cm 11 ex L o fully 
GT. 0,000,000. We must pay BT.0,01)0,00(5 iI iveivisbii) bay back the mlvatilagca 
fteciii ed fo ilu? Gninpany ad an cxplpitaiidn CotnpaHy, uhIchs there are legal groumla' for 
annulling the Convention. We can pay II in a dUFcnitil manner We van raise a Iona 
and pay annual anfhuiitk 'I’bcse are liiianeial devices, hut the cost remains G T, O r OOOjt>W> 
ill round figures, 

* r fu xi act eliiiir, 

f TIh- wliole i<r\l uf liiirt is otwean.', anil 1 1 im> inuiilcd n fnvr lijied wliidi I find uiiiufellf^lhle. Even tlio 
geuLrmt isrin't "f iU- n'laaiiaJcr is land lu IdESow in lln- jeu, 
t la U-x!, 



There is ft iiuji'tli point. Thu trains on the Bagdad line will run fit 7u kttotn., L 1 < i 
An^nra and It on in Hikes :il A3* T]i ■ rompm.y any, ** \\Y m'lwl; run nt :i uniform 

apecd Irani Haidar 1 ’jashn. to Hagdnd, -o Sr rss run thum at 7 o kiloiii. r>u the Angtjia 
ftml Kmiin. line. 11 A- tin- hi trim line is wi-akly hsid, however, tl 1 will necessitate (H being 
belied, The Minister nf Public Works will l he re lore have to provide money f «r 
this A smsi is assigned tor this pnrptJ.se.i Tin- t iovcruim.ui1 hn- tn pay qMr/KHl 1 r. lor 
tijirty-livi- years lor strung them in? the Angora mil Knniii Mi--eg -ulMeimtly tn si i nil 
H])eeiJs ni 7~i kilo, jl, X ur is Mi is nil. Pm the Company syv, " We am not bound In run 
trains n{ this rate, and tn do so uhi involve us : n additional expense, 1 ' Hits i a tn he 
mei hypayiny IV)r this pomoii . r iiryO"u |V. fur Mm whole Tiinely-ikii:e years of the Coniv.— 
nioEi : :ti t 000.0f)0 allogelhor,* 

So I may mlv, Cent; neu, that under (lios&q lew neud- iiione the ■ Ampuiiy regt-ivc.-.. 
out nidi.' its, hgtlisiiate pro!] is, a pr^'cnt n| r U T H :>O l fMH) 1 i (:■). 

I In 1 ink. a i ij' railway cimsInaetWi U every where el social fejl with dovvlrvpment an; I 
prosperity, Wirii u- ii is (In- entu ary. when we gather logqiher nil aiir re col lee Mu ns id 
railways \\ e Iiiivi- ugly inNiorieii ol ■ II-- Iha-cii ('mivcuiiom The present V ni .« 
luilum r n make us rail : 1 j:ir blessed. What. nre wm to i|u in face oi this si tun r 5 on t l''or 
we Solve nil more i a J ■-n i. I irntlen'iien, I think, in the q lie si ion of the ease thum in the 
diagnosis. The [|Ueslion of course, (' Hinlkmicn,, Jm.s—Id us not conceal it—a polbicEil 
iispecl, mi eeniimnie aspen, and n legal japed li has a political aspect. because there 
are a great n;m;.y que-l inn-. roliMiug in (he rights ami iittcllMS id Msk groat railway 
I'uLerpriwi! burned 11 uh Honnftn capital vv ijidi ailed mir re I si Moris with Herman',. I'aoso 
L'nlai inns luive i it her! n Imen yoii'l and ii is ! ml- lei I Halt (hey will remain good, Ifqjiye 
(Ida rispi-ifl inns! always lie. kepi iti view. A- regards 11 1 e i. ■ ci ] no to i e a s pec t, I lie burden 
irupfrfmd upon ns is so great, ami will lie so a minimus if ihe fine he continued on in 
Bagdad,, that nur nummmie life ^ LEI bo eninpleluly crnsln-iL Wd urc therefore Ijtnind to 
keep Him aspect al-o constantly before iis, 

[ he third lisped in the legal one, E shrill lml pursue Miis ftSpeet of Mil? qireaMpn 

very riyo.sty, Von will say no douhr. Jl Vmt are a lawyer. .W si lawyer yon look nt 

tilings from a lawyers point of view." Wind her you will or not r there ii a point 

appertain! rur lo lawyers in I his, him: ter. id.. share Lsniail Itahki Hoy's view r ha c. 

. . I he purely legal pnint of view this ConvanMop eaitind lie annulled, Eti view ol the 

jnlvuniuyesHiidired hy it and ol' the ahsidtile ltivatidity of eerlftii] t;i>]nlUiohh ii^p^kud og 
the (.hq mi men (j, [ thiirh that, in ea^q of need, if (he Hover luneol stioidh hti coutpelJud to 
defend its riy is hy legal methods,,- there are many argiiinetiK many legal ressmiTO, 
tlmt; mu h.- invoked in its jftvui3v T IsniftTl Hak'H II.-y said mu- tiling that is |)riU:t3enl. 
What l'. done is done, he sail.. As ji-r!. he tin ore. tin i|isi-sliim of lotting l lie line he made 
«r not let tiny it he made rests with the HovihiuiK'hI, AH’Ihe Company has to receive 
certain guarantees from the Onrernnienl In order to tnake 1 he line, the (Jnvernalent 
ejLii on its sill'■ dmdine to yive them ; the- hue will not he made, and Hie t’oimml inn ivhl 
remain a dead letter I'life is aid a gtdutiom file Coci^'ention will remain where it 

hut sm 'll j I (in' position ol Mie (lOvermnetU in Asia Minor, ftml so it will continue to 
lennnn. I his altunls no eseupi’, ('(uisotjuently wq ean of muirse not cmevpL it. On 
the oilier haml, Ihe ('mopany. seeing that the po^ilion ol Filfnir.s has heed discussed in 
all its minntUO (today in r.odi.niu'cu, tou] rvnli^itiy Mint Parlimneht will, in ensC of 
ueeessilyyslrife at the foundations of the Convention in order to amend it. the Company 
will show (he nwessiiry Llispn.slliens, l propose to Hie Chamber thud a special and 
iudeponiieni thmiinWum he fin 1 tned to study the ipjeslion ol the eventual amendment of 
the t'oiiveiiMmi, 

(Adjournment for quarter of au hour.) 


Third Si (tiny* 

Aii Jnumi llejt , /nhrali Idleruii njtiJ Isinai'l llakki Hey liave shnwti ihe ah uses of 
l l, e CniU'eSainii ol the railway, l wish l« make one point which eocieurns the Vilayet 
ol Aleppo, The mile ay between Adana mid Mnstil pm^qs no phua 1 of iniporiamm, hot 
even ii village ot a hundred houses. The line oilyut to yo thronylti Aleppo, which is 
the ecutre of Syrian trade; 

Now the Compimy has inserted a spceinl Article with regard to tho eonstruetion of 
a lino to Aleppo, anil without the ciinsuni of ihe Company no mm can build this line, 
fhe Company is ready li» build Mm line itsvlt', should any other Company come forward 
In do it un u ore mlvanluyuyus terms, (mi tail llakk.) dev suggested another runte, the 


* Tus,t aneurtiiUa 


riycr route : comtmtp tent ion is easy as far as Meskeiudi, hu( My$keneh must be eon nee ted 
with the sen; loaluy this ejiii he done under favouiable condition*. There are 
Companies ready to coiistruct a line lo Aleppo from Alexandretta and to Meskeneh 
from Aleppo without demanding a ynufeinteiy hut theso linos eaurml lie cdnslruirted, 
bemuse u! the Cont'cssiou given to the Company. In ntv opinion, this Ooimesaiou is 
exceed mgly harinfiil, 

Mrfiutrrf Eittia tvffpntli (Deputy for Konia) said tligt the Cono.es&ion could not lie 
annulled, because they had no eoinpi n^itimi toofler iho Company. 

Afij f'jfrmii- fho Minister stivs ilmt» sit.nling to the Convention nmdo hy the 

Altmsler of Ibihlic Works with the Company. I he line from Hnlycrhi to Aleppo will 
he (irdshed in eight years. 

I lie line to he MOiiatrtiHcd M'orn Konia |.o Ikissorjih will bi} must imports Til ; ii will 
cross .Mq,So]iof?tniin, mi tliesfl jiarts are millions of A nibs and other Lriltes living si 
uoumdie life. The Govtfrtiineni ami the country will derive great prolit from "the 
construction of this line. There was n condition tlial u branch should he made to 
Diarhokir; now (he vilayets ol Ihesonl i of Amituha. kharpnt, Diiu-bekir, arid Hitfis 
jue devoid ol sill eiviliiiutioii mnl are in the must deapcmLe eumlition of all tlie fHlmmin 
vilayets, I Manefore agree with Isumil lEakki Hey that llm hannfuldmi^s should lie 
modified and (he line ladli sooner, 

\\fi' I>m<i thought that (he line JiSghL be an artery of life to ttm couuEry, ImL 
tnc ( oneessipri was a poison, hectuiso other con tract ora could ho found to do tile line 
nnieh choaper. 

lky r — This ijiLcstioji is ei most iinporlimt one for our I'lmnlry^ both from a 
pcdiMcal ami Irom an oeonmniq point of view, Ii has occupied the minds of Ottoman 
Ministers for some iifty nr $istv years. They bad two great ideas—(he one of 
connecting ihe hast with the H\ r',<t by llie Homiudiini line, (he otlau' of connecting (Ilo 
capita) with the (Hill ni Mu&snrah, The former bus been iLeeimoJislua], lml v«u all 
know the l! iflit:tillit»s we met with ami ifiaf we shall have 3o hear for some severly years 
nvi'ire tlie burden ot the debt incurred. This ipicslinn is known under the niime of 
llm railways l! Huron Uintah. ihe Coveruincnl issu ad sh siren in (bin Railway to 

(lie value of u.11 lions, ami became ..imilly ilio ])OSHOSSdr uf ii, Ncxl the Hagdad 

Hail way was mooted, and d was a question well worth comd during. It was u ymmt 
idc:( to join up Mm Csdipliute ami the Ottoimtu capita’ wiih Hufesorali. mid Hagdad, oiru 
, lie cents es ol a brilliant civil heal eoti, ami to restore to ifie districts r mi lie the 
JiiUphratca (heir tonnes' prosperity a^, tiorn-groTviug land* in place tsf tlicir present 
condition ot tnud, desert, and ruin. The nu'S'c nisicimc of a railway is im great 
tiling; it is the ecoiidiijic and social results which uiv so iiseiuk Hut sonic ihiEig.s an.- 
u^cud nt otic time and in one place, yel useless at another time and in another plana. 

[ wonder whether tin' UHomuh Government, when makingsaiTmigciimnts lor Llm 
Ihtgdad Hail way, fetilSieiimjly jHiuih red over those points, 1\ r ns (be CiUJsl ruction u\ it 
fa your able to our general euiulilirunsd Was ii conslch-ied a most vital Waiter lor ns? 
Alter it was decided, right It or wrongly, to build It, was snllieu'ut thought given for 
tliu protection el odr own ioten si.:-., taking into account the conditions and guarantees 'f 
I tear I inu^t anfewqi' these questions in the iiqgalive. Tlie jiresdiit state and coniiition 
of uitr country is certainly not liivonrahle fur the undertaking ofyso great a work us 
the Hag dad Itaihvay. Tim fi.m ariu'Mou of a line 2/KH] kiloiu lon-.'al Mu: cost of 

mil less thao 7 1 h* ,■ : (>11 , or K),(J{K) T U|>rj fV. t is a projeCI, ahom . merely u 

poor nation with a lidicif of 10,(1(10,000 (>., hi! a UrejU Power with n Hmtge( L i.f 
null ions udglit well put its head i u its hands ami ponder bofoi e itrideriakiug il Hist 
tmw wc have irrci ricvahly decided to hnlld Miis line, and we did wrongly, Hy >pcudiug 
a little here and a liUle there, hy un-Ei rlukrag ivu'kii costing a Uitv millions I'acli, we 
shmdd have produced results far more pru|tulije to < li r country, far more condinhu: 
1" uni prosperity^ our ctviliaatioii, ami oar rcuiii.rnii well-being. And yet mir Got ml- 
mem has taken Mlh dimgc upon itself; Was il T lmuso il llurngiit ih.il ii was for the 
economic gtmd uf Mie country ? ,S'n, cerlaiidy mil, A G.ivemincni iluit >ysitcnlutieril1y 
tried to destroy everyiliing itsal no >-aeh ilmiLghis. d’lml Hovcrtiment thmigld uf 
jioi liEcig but thill cry and sen'idly abroad, ami arrogance and self-aggrandizement at 
lip me, It used to say, f- I am building a mil. may eyaKs kilimi. long, whicfi no Hrcut 
I ■'owe r can ejid.y surpass! ' it made iss he:ievtt tV.se wuriV and Look us hi with them, 

I \ylfeh you to mmunboiMhut every!hing that the Hof'criiiimnt did was ihme from uno 
pniiit of view onH — Ehftl of gaining s tm- poliiica. ailvaniag!*, wlmtEin-r legni oi illegal, 
Jhtl ii wiife mu t ic work of a ivsjmnsildo < lo verm nerd, hm of a low I'atuoo olllqinls who 
directed the atlairs oi ilia eimtstry. This run !«u proved by the documcnU which 
paK-cd Isciwcii.ii ihe Palace and ilic MinUler of Piddic VVorks, 











Tliclp lifts always been great rivalry l>ehveen the Powers and the Enimtean 
capitalists in securing flic cenmunje onlcqjriscs of this country. French and EhgUsh 
capitalists made groat elforis to ^e-csir>■ the Concesaion of the Bagdad UiiiUvay* but 
without smu'f-H. 1 1 was finally granted to a German Company. The beginning oi‘ this 
German Company in our eouStry was made by the transference to it of ike Haidar 
Bn shawls mid li ire, i ho Government handed over Hie wording of tliis line, which it had 
built itself, (n Hio German Company, ami at the same lime it granted it the Concession 
In probag the Hue to Angara. I have no doubt that in aStling this Concession I he 
Company had in view the further prolongation I" Bagdad by the northern, route. Hut 
thi-y gave up I he northern route* and obtained a Concession to prolong to Ivnaia, They 
also got permission to make n branch line to CmsareU] thereby adopting the central 
route instead of the no rl horn mute! Later they found it impossible to const rue t the 
line to Cjuwirai, so they adopted the southern route - the present one and in IQ&JJ Hip 
Concession to build a railway i" Bagdad w ft s also granted to the A a a Lilian Coin puny. 
Do not ihink that this Concession weik given oil-hand to iho Company,as were 1 lie other 
ConcossionH. Cur four yeura I here was ftn exchange of views between the Gove ruin cut 
and tlu- per ton non t mid tempo racy o Eli trials of rhe Company, The pwli.intuary decision 
was signed in Kiln Isv SSihny Pasha, Minister of Public Works, and Dr. Simon*, Prom 
that date ii'L l !l! P there were; eonlimious deli be ration^ during which several clauses were 
altered ami ivt-re replaced by hairtni'ti! ones. It was not the Company's fault nor the 
Cuvcinnicnt's, bur Hie fault of the Palace clique. The ijict 11 an[ the line avoids 
Alexnndretta ;md llie fertile land* of Amik, and,shirting from Osinaiiiclg follows ftp 
entirely nimmlainoiis cour-e, ifi not an economical ,tdvantage 1 'dfhr QUr country, Seeing 
Hull there are Tortile lands and villages with agricultural produce that H might have 
passed through, is it ;m advantage to lake si. over inoimfains ? If any proposal is made 
for cluinging (lie route it certainly ought not (n be rejected, A Company which 
undertakes economic enterprises fora country ought not to think only of the fixed 
profit winch is assured it by the Government No Company would wiish to see 
os capital remain for Timety-nino years at I pur cent, ; it would wish to see its 
hn ti-i-ss enlarged and to enjoy rt lugger surplus j therefore the Coni|iany would prefer 
to make the line over Hurt course which is likely to bring in most profit. There is 
a groat difference between the mute scjtled mi nud the route suggested, (iVri/i* 
Puxfijt .— As Mifiiii us between heaven and car Hi' 1 The port uf Aloxiimlreitu euul I lake 
mi important share of the trade id he carried tin at tin: porl of lender EVisbu, There 
are semm Kinds of inordiamliste that will rml boar heavy charges for freight; and hmv 
grerti to-day is the distance between l Vniataril,iupplo mil Bagdad! The ports of every 
const arc the natural out Id & for the produce of those parts ; A lcxundret La U certainB 
Ibu; natural port for (he districts of Mrsiqjotnmiit, Haidar Paslu eoidd never be the 
natural port for goods emu in- from Bagdad ami Biistapftl'K Therefore n change is neeesK 
smy.buEh !>■ -Hi I Lis pn uE of viewaml tVoiu tile point of view of the extraordinary fertility 

vd tlu.miry id Vimb. I am sure tlml Hie Cnmpmsy will s.pb the irece-ssh v for this 

tdiaugc us much as we do. To crime I y the limmcD] sid ■ of Hie (|Ucstibn t This line, 
like oilier lines* was In have been built on the basis of a kifmu-iHu guarantee* BtiL 
during the three or loth years 1 debates, which I mentioned above* h was decided that, 
instead of paying a direct id linnet no guiminLcc, lire Government. sliouM issue the bonds 
while Co in jinny ludltS the railway. Inmost places in Europe the practice bus Utterly 
wrw iivof guaranteeing the interest nu itic-;Ptt]ntal put into a .concern by a Company 
mislead of giiaranteeijw a certain sum, and there is no doubt that this method is 
prefe ruble. 

fhe Gnnipaiiy is Caking a ('onecssion for (lift line for nincly-mne years, and lit 
ret urn the Government is guaranteeing l-dStm IV. gross forking returns, ami u 
hi Ionic trie giuU'nnlec, which ut first was to eluisist of 111,000 ft., (lien of 12,500 IV.* 
ihon of 12,000 Fr., and which was finally red need to 11,000 1 1 1 r * on cotnliduu that 
the Government issued Hie bonds. Now the expenses nceessary for the building ol the 
line arc n't to be home by the Government, but the tine tlsell' is lo he in the possession 
el the ('.enpany ior nihety-imic yearsHda is of course greatly to our disadvantage. 
Aeeurdiiig {» my own calcnlaHons, it would have been belter far \m lo pay the 12,00(1 IV. 

toiiiqlrie guaranice mid ihe gratis returns ajnd left the Company lo raise the capital, 
llowevey, Hie Goveunnenl, or nuher lire Halacc cligtit!, settlid tilings as they Eire. By 
the jiew system, lor every length ef 200 kiloin that the Com^muy undertakes, the 
Governmmt will gua run trip the yearly capUftk muotmting (n some ioit,iHK)/.y anti the 
interest ol the bond in issued to Hie amriurit ol 2tl0j000 Fr for each kilometre. Had the 
construction been eariie| nut under the direetion cd the Goyenmieiil, wc should not lutve 
crilidzcd the schoiue so severely. In the preliminary Agreement signed by Hr. Simoiia 


ami lii buy Bos ba it was set forth that the Co up any should start, on no construe! iou 
before obtaining the consent of the Government, But {Ids was alterwarda forgOEteiij 
and the Gt>veL'nmeiit never interfered to fim) out what expenditure was being iuciifTcd, 
or iD rake steps tu ascei-udn tlie amhjhrd oFlHmils which it ought to issue. The Irovcrn- 
luent h imply Eigrced (u pay a lump sum of 270,000 l>. Fur each kilometre, This vns of 
coarse greatly to mir prejudice. 

Let us put aside EiiViipyan countries, and ccimp'arc the railways ol India, a> ticing 
mm'O like the Bagdad Ihdlwny in general conditions* am] natural Features: the highest 
k lame Erie cost there is 1!>0’,0 I| H lr. per kilometre, i’hcro Isa great difference hotweeii 
1%0Q0 fr, am! 2l]fhOQO Fr. ! But do nut think that this 250.000 fr.* all goea to the 
Cqnipatiyj It was cine oJ i\& re,piSsitas of the Agreement Hint tlic bonds should lie 
issued Eti not less than SI or Sid, This difference must, of coarse, ho reduced from the, 
2Gf 1,000 fr-. !lH mr as the Company is concerned ‘ ha! we incut a debt of the full luntmnl 
waeu the tjovenjment madi: Cite Agreement with the Hallway Company, Gertnimv 
offered us her help aiul support in preouriitg fresh sources of revemtea. 

As n matter of fact, you know that under !hu old regime if txas not so easy for 
os to increase the revenue, ami this was a good thing for oh; for had we been'free 
in this respect, we should have had to bear a much heavier load. 

As \ have said, lap Go-vein motifs idea m making lids Agreement was to get 
Gi rmaiiyD help in raising fresh revenues. Bui was this 1 1 l 1 I[i given, or (lid (he Govern¬ 
ment ever expect 1 hat it would be given ! So. When iho firs! 205 liiloni. of the lino 
were about Eo be built, llie plan of Hie Agreement was suddenly changed and the project 
was discussed d giving a security d L T. £5,00 ) iVotn tli.c etjaEoms receipts. 

At that time both the Ministry of Public Works and, I think, tin- Sublime BerEo* 
violently re isted Elie ilien Grand Viaier, Said lhisha, in tins'. They wrote lo (ho 
I'a lace, ff Un gave t lug Conee^i on solely with the id on of using it us a means to raise fresh 
level]uea' * we absolutely re 1 use to accept ll n ■, idea cd 1 giving an 1 , security fur iL from ttio 
id i reveiinc.T' Then enm'e a Memorandum from Hie head secretarial depnitmenG "Thu 

Angora line is gradually becoming iudopend. nl of its kilometric guiii'aiilec; .. so for 

(im pfosenE yutj will he able lo pay this T. 1 Jri.nifrum vhaj will tui left ovtu from E iie 
Angora line guarmilec* and don'i say a word about i(/' Tin* Govornment as usual was 
cuinpulled tn snbrniE ohedtendyn Lal.?r oil Hie charge:was transferred lo (lie tithes. 

I lie first kilom. were ninimged in (his linmner; for Hie four portions decided on hint, 
uni yet Imilt, making up S i' 1 kiloum the charge is In cmiie from I he exco-.s r'evenae uf 
im.: \ ublie [ J elit. Since llie unusblidaMriti r| i ihc DeM., according i" Iho triins agreed 
npim by the (h^CrnmcnL aiul the Ihildio Dclrt* 75 per cent uF tile excess revenue 
behmgs to Llie Gpveumumt and 25 pci eunK 1,0 tltc Debt, fur the Sinking i-’ntuL An 
.^content was signed Ihui the 75 per $!eut. of rhe e.veoss revenue of the Debt, wiikdi 
belong lo rl*e Gove rEini.cnt should be allotted to the building ol the four new sccliuns nl 
ihc Bagdad Hallway, 

Of what dues she excess revenue of the Pub lie lhdu driusDi » [( consisls -iilhur 

of tlioSe so Luces of revenue Hte admiulaiml-ioii and roll mi (ion of which is allotted to Hiu 
TabUe Debt by llie Decree ol Minilnsn-eni, or else of lliosu which Wen- nU'iitioned in the 
Decree, bat wen- not allotted and therefore julEu rally cnmmt ho })} (lie Debt. Thus 
SCe.diul chins l ij revenue! Cimsials of the excess uf the castenis ones and monopolies, and 
also the pat elite tax. 

ff the Ottumuii Government succeeds tn earning out iis plan of increasing the 
customs dues, and also in gaining euro-eut lo the live ninnopidieH, wo shall be able lo 
make up the deficit which now exists in our Budget* and which must neccs-sariiy ■■xtst 
Jar many years. If it does not Suavcd on these poiniR, the nKoman Government inn i 
cherish ho hope of an increase of revenue. The excess revenue of the Public Debt tn- 
day is .f l'. 5(jn ? d(Jti, e>1 which 2 T. 'i“l> r G[lO emues to rhe Governmcnl, But this whole 


Mun is mil Available, because n c alio lied 2 T. t g J ,i ji >i« in the 1 HO t Loan, and have ibem- 
khi'c no^ight of ownership over it. If we subtmei (bis, mid lake olfthe t! T, Kgdi.o 
wJudi ii is necc-ssury to put aside ns the reserve fund lur line Public Debt, there (Cumin 
C T. 2^5,1H I excess. Hiis sum would only be sulfldeM fur two <d‘ the lour potions of 
Hie line to be built. Vor the other two scelious, mir great hopes lie, of course, in 
obtaining an increa re in the miMouis dues, The Government bus long wished to raise 
lire cast mis dues from l L per cent, to 15 per cent. 

Two or three ye sirs ago the dues were raised 3 per cent* in order to mud extra¬ 
ordinary expenditure in the Macedonian vilayets. On the basis uf the amount mined, 
by that ;i per eeiii, increase* we can calculate that a t per ment,. increase would bring in 
X T* l t 070j0li-0* Besides Ibis we must lake into account the fact that our Gust.. 


Admuiistratmu is now iu a moM disorgani^d sstale^ when titts has been reformed wo 
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fflmll iiuireaac iLs revenue b y 20 per cent,. wbicli means £ T* - 1 J* 1 ")•< 1 . So _wc may 
expect. hi nil an increase of mvcinw of ^ : 1,28 LOOl), The 75 per tent, ot H>is, which 
belongs to tlit Government, makes £ V. 5 )(j3 h iH)0. Now It we permit Mils £ i\ ULuVi<H> 
to go towards tiie roust rue t i'iti of tI m- Bagdad iinil'wiiy,, we sludl hzire nothing lei(•. I hi* 

£ T. [303,000 added to the original £ T 235,On Ogives tm £ T. !3 *103,01)0* If we Hnb- 
tmet from this the £ T« 1,130,000 required by the Bagdad In ail way* wo shall have only 
£•'l: 00,000 of ext-e.HS rovemie let's. If there \^ro any inspireL of great profile citimitiw 
from the Handful Railway in the near futtnv, we might juve been able to accept, this 
plan. Kin I we taunt wait thirty or forty years before ihe thsgdad Bhilway will yield any 
appreciable profit. But our nee.is will net wait £ they (row every Any. ft is i |n |>£if&Eiyo 
that the Ottoman Government should have some 2O,0iHbOOO fr. or 25*1)01^001) IV. tor Us 
must, preying needs. The Government emild raise a ban of these-fjyjOOjCfpO fi 1 ., ori 
lhe security of the excels customs receipts, 

E nin sure (hut the (ierinane, whose edoimMiic wisdom will tell them that the 
progress, of this cmiuEry will he to (heir own advantage, will not reject nucha prnposah 
If they leave u> these eKcesg rev undos* and ivu are sutov-wlnl in Applying ihonf to our 
economic needs* then we shall ho able Lo increase the security for what is built* 
and easily find 'securities for the lines to be built to Bagdad and Hnfftruh. We 
shall incrensc the revenue (mining from tithes, and horn the tax on sheep ami goats* 
and from other sources. 

There are then two great points which l wish to insist on : first, the alteration of 
the route, and in this I venture to hope the Mermans will agree with tin ; j&omidly, the 
method of finding a guarantee* and hi ibis I think they will npl nppoiw us. 11 we 
are resisted in iliis, imd the German Company claims the excess roveiiues, tEicn wc 
slaili bo placed in a mo4 dillieult pu-diimi, rt.ii■ 1 we shall be unable Lo carry uuL the 
increase in the customs dues. Wo should then heiuiahle to raise llie loan an urgently 
modetl, and our coon mie progress would he yetariled, and wc should again he troubled 
by foreign unpiLnllBb; undertaking our econrouie enterprises. 

These are 1 lie changes I propose; and it', when the Convention comes before the 
ticnenii Assembly ray proposals are adopted, there will he other question- eon nee ted with 
them. It may he ini possible Lo adept some of llie-C p|opofinls, but. this will not prevent 
onr adopting tile Coliveution. In a connlry flovcrnmenl, .succeeds Movernincut, and 
generation succeeds giniemtion ; bn 1 , each arc bound by the an in a ties as its predecessor* 
If both parties agree Lo adjust the most .exorbitant parts of our former Agreement, 
thou ltd us ueecpt the others, even it' Lhey he rather burdensome to us* if ii he only 
to make it said that the Otto man milieu is-ft people who stand by their Agreements, even 
when made daring a reign of self-destruct ion. 

In accepting tills, he assured (hat any prejudice we shall suffer will be amply repaid 
liy the emilhhmoe I hat mlj hen :eforlli he shown towards Us by oilier nations. 

The Minittin 1 of Puhlie f 1'wjta First of nil l will answer two points raised by 
Djjivid Key. Elosays that the railway is to follow the wrong course. That is, that- 
alter leaving Adana, instead 1 4' going to Osumuiih and then straight tu Aleppo, it 
ought En follow the coast-line and go straight to Alexiitidreilu, then to Aleppo* nod 
thence Ihllow Ihe remainder oi the route; When we p^scss n harbout like Alcxundrettn 
we ought to make use of it. While 1 agree with him m whM be said, about the great 
distance it is necessary to convey goods* if we take them to Haidar FasEm. and there 
embark them for t'on$taiitinaplc, I will remind him that we have the port nf .Ytersina in 
the uciglihimll.ioi.hd of Alexandra tU, and .Mctslna is eoutlCCteil with Adana, and there¬ 
fore that objection id liis is disposed of. i do not mean to say that Alexandre! la ought 
mil to be connected with Aleppo, EYimi the commercial and economic paint of view, 
it i-n advantageous, but shall we he able lo persuade the Military Coin mission that it is 
nceeasary Irorna milititvy paint of view i The crus; of ilic ipnMion lies in this. The 
other day when 1 was 1 id king to ilic .Minister id War, l siud, " l will emne one day 
myself. You appuhii a Gommissum al tlie War Ultiee. >ome engineers are cm oJttr 
aide. Wc «ill discuss the master again, and either you will he persuaded, or we shall." 
And them (lie innltcr lias remained. I mean to any that I agree with Ojuvid Bey from 
the muterial point of view, Emil when it cmtieH tii the military point ot view E stop. If 
one of the eventual hie;* lhey fear should some day come h) pa-^, 3 do not wish It to 
be asked* ,1 \VIlij win* the Minister of 1 hiblicjWorks oho allowed this absurdity and 
brought Hindi dinaster on Ids country V " Is Lite Mini'icref Public Works doing every¬ 
thing he can for lhe safety ol [be line ? Arc lorpedo-boats being ordered to guard the 
coasts ( 1 have duly dismissed tSii- e pie si ion wit h the Company, and they arc ready to 

fall in with the change of route if the Uuvermifkit thinks tit* Therefor^* wc have no 


w-l]? bo"so]veil h ' l " ?C0ll ' ,1! "’- V,ilui Minister of Wnr enu aetflt the point tins question 

Let fc come L) the other qilcsOT Is it likely that our excess customs revenues 
nre III Mich danger . (trisit likely thill any Government would oppose us in this or refuse 
to Nelp w ? In this coiuicction I will « s «i„ state that by tlic terms of the Convention 
ii <a tnllnnmrW to stop the line at Alpppci or Clmlams, and if need he, we shall 

omu ourselves ot tins rigid. I menu that by the Awreemcnl the line will of course he 

i-.iN lo Aleppo. here is one point, however: Will the Govoriimcril’s lliidgol permit 
the Innlding ot the line lm.vnnd Aleppo ' Will it be able to .lo so whether by excess 
customs revenues or by any otlier revenues ? This is a question which v.ntr VuNbci 
must cxmnniic naosl. cftrefuJly, „ ^ 

^ u ' r (!VGr § I5mlgu^ wilt cdum here, and every time a fresh hwn ts made, or papora 
(a Ik^ sent lo the Company, you will discuss them, l( will be quite widiiu vnur rl-his to 
fi‘* ! t: . 1 m to 8* liejond Aleppo ; let us slop Ihcrc,” This is a question for 
uEiiic (hscu^um. N ( »W let UB P|| to poiiiK which all the -onthunca tv tin have 

[.uniicd Hus plat form have objected to in (lie Conv-eutiou, Now lot us look nr ihe 
j'p' * n1 <3lc Mmy books kayo been written § Ihiropc ul>li the 

ssaiidad limlway, and there also the opinions m crrcnE ccotionusla diJTot 1 , But in I ho 

pmnis raised by/ohnsb M&tft, Djavid Bed, and Ismail Iiakki Bov tlmv lire a-rted 
KC . r ^ (l ^an]y :icci;ptjhEs consensus of opinion? Is Lbei'c'iudhlng lo lit ^ttid 

agaui.st Ur _ Let. m consuler this briefly. When n railway is to he made ilic first fhin^ 
to Miink oE is the route. Kngincors are sent to decide where t-hmv shall hr a UmiiS 

fn iUn[ R<> i(1Tltl ' 1 he >' ,Sl(l1l ° Jitl v^ibnatc of, say, 200,000 Ira 400 Out) fr 
oi ouOjOUU t r. a- k ] i oni ct r e. 

The rente is fixed and map* arc undo after pcHrapN three nr four years' cniitimn.ua 
labour on the pan of the surveyors. J “ w 

At I lie present moment no one kt.0*s arlial the railway will really wist heemise 
, ‘.f- 1 ' ,1! 'I ,H rlr '' 111,1 y el availiibtc. So when people come ami snv railways me mmle in 
Intlni lor ItSi .(mu Ir., and in such and such a place for 100,000 wlj do they not 
me,it am hose which cost. SOI* IMK * fr or 80(1, f 100 IV .'! In such mat l or, i I is most imp, 
tlJ y Ihc CEliiufttes; but here Ihc csliinate dota nvt exist, fnr the Coaiijanv it.^lf 
earned put the ntvestigaiipn without Lhc c^llaboratiruL of cdEiciah. pf (he Porte* ’ 

4 ]'i>- v j«> 1 ^akerii have docliLird that Ilic Government lifts taken ji heavy burtlcn 

wt 1 !*! A ? V V* ft " "■ iU - lies ?,y as ? tlL 'Z Xm W ]t ' of your Minintei- ol Public 
U rirkw; happily (hat is not |o* io-day tre ate paving m,(m fr. a-kilomctrc j Imi 

lakuig m o nmsjdcraMon certain Agreements* iho iaafte of bonds, and aoonjl will he 
■ninid Hart Ichs Ilian 200,000 IV. go.es into the Goinpiniy’s puckda, I must reneat that 
Ii]h is not an oidmary line; otlier tail way# arc guaranicel lor a (iigcd of 35 kilum 
but lhi& railway lor 75 kiEum. *■ 

A railway lunli for audi s|e^£ and 2*000 or 3,000 kilum. ift rare even in Ktiroiaj 

Moreover the Company mu$ take Into CPuMeraEion such eontiugoiicics us strikes 
increase of wages and Varies* wear and fear during ninety-time years And 

wiituvas I nr a 3a kj om* an-lmar railway the rails are ip kilog.* for a 75 kllmn. andiom 
line l ie rails iwnst he 3? k3Jog- 240 ptig, Have I mftde you understand, Sir!? And 
the thicker the rails, the thicker the sleepers, and the lieavicr dm buliast Yeju 
ouglii to sh down and make maps and estimates, instead of waving Hurt us thin euutract 
was ns ace nil dcr the old regime wemiist necessarily lutvc been deceived. The icuson 
, bioldmg n rantyny capable of such speeds is net because it is to join tin Kiigdad 
with CoirMnirt-iiuiple, but hecaii^ ii heE] go on lo Buasmali* and tlnw link up Tudift in 
Europe. L 

Bagdad, which now iweniy-bvc e 1 ays 1 journey, will then be readied in two days ■ 
a_Erav<d]er from Lon, I on tP Bombay will gain several days; if tve attain a suped of 
jo kiloni. WC skull carry the Indian itiails, wbicli will re|iresetu an aim mil revenue of 
rougbk , ijiHl.iJEio m 'IO0 h f H KJ liras. Ehis is why ,ve waul such jl speed. Home of you 
*Y* " ! l?i h ^ nm[ our power, the cost m too grout 11 j others van sue the -real 
udvantages; formerly Lhe mnjority were oa the former side; now thy diseu^imi is 
going to begin, a gain* lint oat the side of speed t lie re is the great idea of Barone, m 
rather lhe wish of Europe, that -starting from I'nrkuy i( should he easy for mu- one to 
roach India, 

l think there is nothing so exceedingly onerous in lids Agreement \ Lberc h a 
but den; of eonrsfe there is a burden; but without heftring some irnrden wo should Eiever 
have gin the contract accepted, 

i mu not the only on.' who thinks (bat there is nn exir»ordinary b-.rdeii in ihh 
AgrcCii.vrd ; muni other Ministers oi .Pablic Worksi Ijuvo skured my uphiiun 

[lEilg>J ‘ Z 










so 

Si»rac say, M Granted that heavy oxpenata arc ucce^ry to build such n railway, 
udiy wore other privileges given to the Company?" M’e have only given such privileges 
of W give to nil Companies, For instance, the immunity train custom* duties has 
been given to them on (he same terms :ls to other Compnnij^. Ah regards the mines* 
the Company will, if it finds anything* procure a Firman like any one else, in accurdance 
with the Milieu Act. 

It la said that powers to manufacture tiles ami bricks have been given, If the 
Company itself (lid not wish for this, wo ourselves might remember that in the regions 
Li'nverticd there are iwither tile's nur bricks urn' makers of tiles. They. will now he made 
admirablv by a Chi in patsy , amt both the inhabitant!* and the Company will be gainers. 
If tlicre is any difference hclwft&ii its being done by this Company or atiuthjer Company, 
it lies in the fact that this exists, SO that it can be done more quickly, Had it been 
said that the tiles, See., will bo fold dear, that the Company will sell to the inhabitants 
ut a high price and to its own people at a low one -had there been conditions ot tais 
kind I .should have nothing to any, Bui l-herl are and can be no such conditions. 
Power to make bricks and tiles* ns anybody else may make them ■ uro given because 
there are nunc there. The Company will have stations- It amounts to giving them 
powers to make stations. 

One thing lifts been said* Gentlemen* hi which tlicre is justice. But this just 
remark must he taken with a reservation. It is said that if any one else wishes to make 
a line along the conaL front Tripoli to Mcminn* the Company has a right of preference, 
j reply by asking what danger ia. anticipated, A question arises, similar t*y the 
Alexandretta-Aleppo onc.f 'fhe remedy lies in the fact that* il the Government ilselt 
or the inhabitants flicmselvcs make the limy the Company has no right of interference. 
Thft Coin puny says, '■ If you give a Concession to any one elac . . . but if the 
tioverumenl. or the inhabitants indite it, there is no Concession, and it has nothing to 
do witli tlm Company, What is the Company's object? To prevent other foreign 
CompanieH coming in with tanffs which would interfere with its plans for the working 
of the Bagdad line. And yon are aware that the returns of the Bagdad lino arc 
i m pm tan I ions. If it yields no returns the burden will be enormous. But it. ns wc 
hope, if, a? 1 mi id a while ago, Gentlemen, wc take the Indian trade* and passengers* 
amt ii mi Is, if we serve such purposes as these, what will be the position ? The returns 
will bn Sp great an to make the sncrilkc icditoe itself within reasonable Unfits- There 
ure other ndvinUages Loo. Arc we to refrain from building the Sine because oi the 
economic harden on the Government ? Suppose the question discussed to-morrdw, 
whnl skinll be said ? Shall we sav, iJ We liave no money* let us noi build, f or M Let us 
fiti nt and starve ourselves^ lull lot u* make the line] 31 To me it seems that w r e shall 
any’ (he hitler. For if we begin Jhns, we shall see the strength of this our country ; its 
ftnure will be bright and great ; but if we begin ill that other way il will be a misfortune 
both for yen ruul for US ; for, from llie eomemic point ot' view, it there be railways in a 
country, the returns increase, the people advance in dviHzfttion, the nomad element 
settles, and order is everywhere more assured; thft transport of produce 13 facilitated* 
and our plans and the services we hope (0 render in Mesopotamia and in the yiiatl-Lil- 
Arah region are so grent/| flic country will poHsess llieso things- As the receipts 
increase* the wealth of the country will inercase; ami as the wealth of the country 
increases* the receipts from the railway will increase. 

The upshot of our whole debate, Lhen, Gentlemen, is that for ten, twenty* or thirty 
yours wc shall sillier in eon romance ; but after those years our children and our children's 
children nil] reap the benefit, liven if we do not behold this bone lit to-day, wc cannot 
close our eyes to it, and S do not think yon will, recommend to me that the Ministry of 
Public Works should serve yon in any other way. 

The President having asked whether die explanations given seemed to the House 
sufficient* Keuitit ./Jry asked Unit die debate should be adjourned till next 

Saturday, Whereupon the House rose. 


t The t^st of all dm (wB 4 ngt> w uncertain and incoherent 
* Text very iticutiur-eiii throughwu,. tliia p.issagT8 


* Tuxl obscure 


[ 10066 ] 


N* 50. 


Intiiii Office ta 1'ureiijn Office—(Receive,! March 1(S.) 

riTR f nder-Scerot arjr 6f State tor India presents hie cunipliiiiriits f 0 |T n ,| or - 
v.ici,-l.il. of Stata for Fjv.itgu Affaire, ami, by dinictiuu of Viscount Morlev. forwards 
,i.-r,-wi h, for cite information of the ScJktar.vof Stair, copy of hwtoaur.: 'in a fom-r 
froni tho Foreign Seprcjan* ta tlia Government of India, dnu-rl tie dt.li Ftsbruafv 
iolativo Lo ilm aUitiul.- of (in- Turk., towards Ilia Shaikh of Kowolt, 

India 0 flier, March lOud. 


Inelosure in No. 5b, 

G T ouer«m<?a( of India to India Office. 

(Co 11 fit I Gnt Enj,) CnlvMi, fakniary 4, 10GD. 

Ar "' L , ;, 1{Vl She 1 Mi Mnlmnik of Kowe it, who has extensive chuo 

gardens OS. [he i urkisl. bank of Lite Shat t-L-Arnl * iit :un] around Fao, remiily found 
an oppitrumity of purchasing .other gardens, lie had put through the preliniimirma, 
:UH lll,Hl ''"i'li a me 1 1 was to get the deed legalized by the Bussorsdi miLlimdlicH- 

7 . new \ ah, wlio has shown wither aggressive tendencies, refused to allow the 
eonipleuon of the bargain utiles* Sheikh Mnllirak doJribcd himself as an Ottoman 
subject, 

This demand .hod never been made in the pant, and Sheikh Mubarak asked Cox. 
■viliiui ha visited Koweit on (ho 89th.December, LOOS, to intiVo Gr6V, our Consul at 
mgpprph, ta gpt the objection witlulratvti. (’ox saw Oow, who raid (tint il,u daman.l 
a as muvarranlwl, and that it had never been the custom in the past, tic i.mmiand t„ 
sei- ihe (ah, |ttd il neccssaij: to reler the mailer to the Enilaissy. Crow aidirariiiontlv 

clesraplKd to Cox to ray that the Vuli wat obdurate, that he had made a refer*.. 

tlie ^mbft&sy, blit EhnL the latter replied <h:d. they did not want to raise the itoiio now 
n L ie oirmrtmme* the# does not appear u> bn any room for action m prutuint* 
"■'i should fiirfher dovnlopni|its take plant; Major Uox will report Qfl&iully. ’in iho 
mamitimo His Majesty & SecreEary of Stale will perhaps bo interested to hear of this 

incidental attempt on the pan. of the Porte to claim i\ n; glfeikb aa an Ottonum 
subject. 

I have, Ac, 

(Signeg) 11. liCTLEB. 


3s t o. 57* 

6'fr Edward Grey to Sir G, iiarciat;. 

[•So, 0£j 

Kir 

‘ ’ w r riT , r . , ^ Foreign Miurh 17* J90D. 

HI refcreutic toiypiir dnspatdi No, L0 of tlio SJLhid January, iran^inining copy 

if; ? ,,t4Jll3 " ;l 1 yon had r,,mvLv| |hjin gbnd^UowIaU on the subject of thq 
A 1J( J 11 - ^ ,UjJf ' . !,L1 ' L - 1 ClJ nd'triu you rlmtyour UtTion in accepting the nmuigoiiiont, 
icpurti-d hi your ulsove-mcjitioneil ili.spntcli ix approved. 

hr ■ j ,% Ul " 12 - v ' )u -dtoubl impress upon die rorsiftn Govern muni ihu\ I (its 

AliLjesiys ^ i overrun out cannot otffli.lor Lins urhuigeniehi an tiifttl* thai thev iimiiiLhiu 
ihcir ovigLiuil attitude on tile Biihjeel,uml HJm lIj.-.v will bo guided emin-ly hv ilwirowu 
xiewhof the position should any act ion of die Persian authuriiii's nuike ti neeo^a-y, 

1 am, &e. 

(%ntd) E* GREY, 










bs 
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Nn. :Vb 


IhiIvi OJkr to Fmdffn OJfict'. lRt'cclty.4 March 20.) 


$j,. t India OjjmMarch 19, liOOjk 

WITH i-ffi'i-i-ncf; to my letter of the 23 rd January, E <0S t runeeming a pipp^l by 
tl U! (.fovornmeiii. of India m comply vs li h a request pf the IBliuikh of Kowubs to 1- 
grrifiicd two guns for .-aiming puposes, with iiiinminit Umj, ■! which halt was to !«* 
3,,-lL him r|j reelcI to inrt i.se copy t;F o fiirlli-T hde^'mil frpm the Viceroy, dated the: 
3rd I'li.amii. recommending tlm.l the Sheikh,' who is insistent in tlwj iiuiUor, should bo 
gjyjjji tlio gims with blind; nmmniiiliurL, unci should 6 d told, as regards his reg.far: 

dt# the ■ |ui--I mm niratt Iks ptiStjjbndd OH amuml of Turkish suscaplibililies, 
which it Would he undesirable to roast; a! present. 

Tin: ptjHtpoiirjim.'Ul o]’ itn- q 11 e* I Eut t of ikr supply of shell ruiitovj <0 aeniumlcruhlc 
osteal I lio oiijiaa iotis ■ -n | ■!■■ ■- • ■■ I in my hi i«-i • of I In- Jlhli December, l '■ u 1 ■, mid the 
aSini .litituasy! IUUS, to graining 11n- tilii-ikli'* request in ilia Eprm hi winch it was 
originally fijjihimtiud by (he I liivernmenl of India. 

| m'n i, t tat.-h-i- lb>- 'hull of.Icgruni which Lord Moi'ley would mid to lira 

Vis-i-i’, ,i, ,i| .|.nwiny lli.'- pivscisi prupi'ikidj l [' Sir K. Urey is saOsJicd l Imt this can he 

(him- without iiiidiio risk, 

[ intis lVc. 

(Signed) A>. CODLEY. 


Irttflnsiu’o in No, AS. 

(tiircrmiunit of India i<> I'iscoant Noi'h'y. 

(1'ol^Pur.) l\ 3i lM : 

i{Kgl 1ST by Sheikh of Ivowaii. for supply of sheik with guns lor fluting 

purposes. u - 

I'iiM-r E'lTct a. mv telegram dated tin- fill January, I ‘JOB, 

Sheikh i- stutod hy lie idem, Persian Cult, who visit Oil Kovveil recently. to have 

in. in i lent mi 1.11u subject, Ifosideiil suggests tlml quest inti of shell .should 1.K- 

po,si pone l„ mid i licit guns ami blank amnumil ion should ho s.u 3 *i <1 s. I to the Sheikh, am i 

with .upland kin dial :i gifi ol shell might have the cil'eri, which is umlesirublo ilt 

preamH, nl amusing Titrkhlli siaserptjhil.iikm If ills AI ugly's Gocoraineut ace no 

objection, v,i ■ pi’, qiosu to approve 1 (evident s suggest inti. 


fX0G82j 


Ho.- m. 

India Q0er to Forriyn ()J}in\ —{R wived Mairh 2'\ - 


g| Si todifi Office, March 19 ( lflOD, 

l AM . I in iclcd hy Vision nl Mmdey to iiudost] Uorewith, 1 ? ho laid huforc llio 
Si'ei-eimy id Stale for i H «rt%h .Mlaii-a, <jopy of a U'h'gram from the Viceroy, dated ike- 
kS'ml nili me. propnsitig 1 .. c'oiuply with a rmptoftit nude by the Sheikh ol Kowdit, for a 
loan of If lakhs (KV.TidU. to hr vefuiil iit two yearly iu.<t:ilni.?i\1s, without in lores!, and 
with the sole eondittoEi 1 liat, pciiditig repayment, the Sheikh ^hdl not borrow 


elsewhere. 

Ttii pivipOs-id if.veilvino dii eel cluirgi* upon the public rrvrmics, inasmuch as no 
nttm-e-l i paid I y the Impentd Hank td' Persia on the Hushitv Treasury babnee from 
wdiieh 1 (ii* iimney will lie provided 

hud iloi'ley wuuhl retaniinn'iid that the Government of [ 1 idia f s proposal should he 
approved, Subject to furlher counideration of the ([ucstion whether intorest sliould 
uni he tdiurg'd 111 the i-vctit of any di.vhi.idt muhluy in n pnyjiu'Ul of tilt loan oil I ho 
dates sjKvtn.'d, nml i.ii cnudilinii that any lot-s arising- fS’in the 1 rnnuaetioJi shall he 
shared cquallv I" Lv\. ■ : 1 the Imperial and Indian Exchequers;, 


* Hut! uf a 
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8 U 

As regards the rusk of defaull in the repayment, of til-- loan, T am to observe thill 
I lis Majesty’s 1 In-vi'i-mnetit have the security of the rental ( t J"■ p .t annum) which 
is paid to the Sheikh for (be lease of Ins forcsliure. 

! am, &c, 

(Signed) A. GOULhlY, 


bielosurc 1 in No. hlk 

Gacenwteitt of India to Viscount Mnrtcy. 

(Telegraphic/} lk . ( l ^1*^22,1009. 

POf.n’H 'A1, Agent, IvOwHt, has ncvcivc'd applicatjon freon Slietkh for a Icisiu, 
inl.oresl I'n-e. and rcipayahlc in 1woatinu:d inslaffl'iciils, ■ I 2/)El,nt..H) rupees. Thu Sheikh 
who 1 . 1 -is linen purchasing Ijind cxiensivtdy, explatm that the reasop ol his needing 
ready mpnoy i partly that hi- lu^tller, S3:- ikh Khan;-.I, hit* a>k d line jxe mcui (y\ ■ 1 i 

yearN Ltjstalmcut of large hiiin due in Slu-ikh Mubarak may be postponed, and partly 
1.1 int lie lias made large ndranee? In pearl meivclirmh, wh"i:. lo- eamun pn-^s for 
iinni'jdiat'' rcpaymoiil. i’olilieal Agent suggest^ lliai v, e rnigbi lake the opjiorlunity u\ 

press for setllcmenr of rent of Agency lmuSfi (se- 1 ... scm. will, w.-.ddy 

letter of the 10th Sc]iibuib'cr, ItllJS), and (d qitesihui of rpianiJiiine, lies (dent, iVrsiau 

Gulf, gives ppplie it (ion siiTiti^.RupiJort., and is-of opinion tluit we si.ild gram loan, 

inrh.’peiuleiitly of any political advantages that miglil ho laken of it, l';pi; political 
rensotw, and in ordej to prevmil jiosstilhliiy of Sin ild. npplj ing e.l^Cwlieri* for pecuniary 

assiaimme, wc consider if desirable thru, the required si-1 vatic - slibald be .h-, interest 

free, on rlitditiou that it is repaid in two anumd installneiffisj and lha( Sheikh dial! iml 
borrow diher sources pending its repay men p X- dillicnhy in prociiriug repay- 
IllCllt is anticipated. Sheikh repaid promplly (see .nir ■lespaic!i ..f' ih.! I 1th September, 
L0C14) I he loan of ! ,00,(100 rupees ad van tied in IHOt. Wc: eoiitiitr in Kcsi-letir': view 
that setilemmi of rpiftnintihc or oEher questions slmuld imt be made condition uf 

ad vane.'., Treasury balance at Ihishire can pnivide the an.. of die loatn We 

should tie glad if Blind ion could be lamununiciVlud by telegraph, as loan is required by 
dig 2t?ud March, and early notice of transfer is required by Impenai Uaiik of i’ersi 


Indnsurc 2 in Ho-, bib 
Viacotwi A fortcy to Government of India. 

(Telegrai'diie.) .P, Indio ()0ct\ March 10* 11309, 

LOAN to Sheikh of Koweit, Your idegram dated ihe 22ml ulUnio. 

Pleage say what is rule.of iiucrciil paid on liudiire I’reasiiry Ijahnu'e by Iiuptiria! 
I kin It of I'Vreta. It will bo nceerfsaty Lo ask Mis Majesty' i.JoH'riwicn I ' I‘car a moiety 
6t any loss, ineluditig loss of interest, (hat hxm b> the Sheildi ms terms you propose 
may oerasion. 


Inclorture l\ Lit No. A9, 

(loveniTiu-nt of India to \'hn-OUnt Motley* 

(TelegraphicA P. March 13 t 19(19, 

LdAX to Sheikh of Kowoit, Yrmr tehgnuiii dated the Kkh March. 

No ituorest is paid on I Jus-hire Treasury ha lauc-s by Imperial Tank of I 'orsiu. 




















L1O6S0J 


ludosui'c in No. CO. 

GcufTmacJif of to f nsCGtitd ^ for icy. 

March 10,1309. 

0 Sheikh. Please fcr to my telegram date id the 2S ncl Ivhi ua 
i. Pt-t^kn Uni!, reports that Sheikh is evidently very iweu t>i 
mfikiim anxious inquiries lor reply on tIn■ subject. 


(Telegraphic,) 1*. 


[107911 


GERARD LOWniER 


(Signed) 


U0&02] 


Sir G. Lmrthcr to Sir Bgaard Grey-■ (Heecktal March 


Pera, March 17, 1303. 
in the Memorandum of my ■despatch 
omi 3 for the loan " Bcries 2 " for thu 
had not yet been handed over, in. 


WITH reference to the statement contained 
\a 7-10 of tie ith November, PJOS, Uuu the I 
further const ruction of the Bagdad Hail way, 
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!>! 

. accordance with Article 2 of the contract of the 2nd Jtrne, 1.3OS, i have the honour to 
report dial E. now learn dial they hare been handed over. 

fhit you will perceive that by paragraph 3 of Article 35 of (lie original contract of 
the 5th At arch, 1303, " Le eoucessionmiira devra bonifier jui Oouvc moment Imperial 
ottoman lea sommes quo colui-ci aura payees pendant la periode do conut.ructu.in pour 
lo aervice dus litres remis an poncessioiimiro. .... e'est-a-dire. jusquVt In dale do lit 
iv (-option provlsoirn dc ehiK|Ui' section do chcnuii t\c for," thm is to say, no money 
passes in paymeqt of interest on the bunds till a section of Hal' is completed and banded 
over iit working on lev. 

Xu ful l her construct ion has been accomplished, and no internal is therefore the 
from the Ottoman Government cm account of llkssc bonds. 

1 have, &o, 

(Signed) OEIIAIEP LO WITTER. 

[11023] W>< : 03. 

Sir II'. N'rtkovlis to Mr, R . Gruham .—' Communicated by Mr IL Graham, March 22.) 

Dear gEmha : m, t Bagdad, February M, 1000* 

THE iindosed may interest you. I hud travelling over the country that the 
developingiit of this country will eomo numb none quickly than I had expectf-d. We 
Imvo ia.onu.nnn sieves lu-rc, m' whidi 0^000,01)0 ncrcavcjj'i he irrigated like Egypt with 
tjiq water aVfiHsihlu, -wliili the remainiiij£ L i),p00,(H)0 acres cun be irrigah-d an pastures 
atui produce millions <i fab cep. Tlic pasture land needs only ihwling, and that will be 
done readily Lite day wo have weirs. I am acting on Sir J'lldon’s atlvice (though af lir&t 
! did not t l:ink J could or should), mid am designing ecommucul worta* Id begin the 
development straight away. The irrigation of tin: 10,000,000 acres of pasture lfljid 
(which I had ncl ul iirsl sbougbl of') has.given a mov direction to my project. 

I hope to travel vi;\ Aleppo, Adana, and Knmdi, to l'nn&taidmo|ElQj 20th April U> 
2(>th May, and then Egypt, when I hone 1” meet Von. 

' Yours sUic-ivle. 

(Signed) \Y r , W ILTjCGOKS* 


3mfi ..■ are in aij, 15-L 


L Hi r>- ad it rented i o M t\ R. G rti fta m reaper l in rj Itah r; / on in . 

(I hi vide.) 

I 11 AYE 1 iceti very carefully examining the country botwnon Siounrra anil 
Babylon (11 ilia), pari Bag-lad ot Ctcsyplioiy anil have hud a special upper! uiiit.y, owing 
t.i the fact that I am spending 30,000/, on Ihu repair* of the I hu.dia Muirage, and l.lie 
liist. tiling i hat strikes me is the thcl that all pwi&ihilitieH id’the mil development of 1 his 

cnuiiity dejiemt as ch cm a railway direct from Bagdad to flic nearest part ori the 

Mediterranean as rut irrigation. The best route is Ikgd&d, Hit, Auab, Uer, Aleppo, 
Ale sail lI rettu—-an d the next beet is Bagdad. I lit,. Aimb, Dcr, Palmyrn, Dinuiisen;-., 
iJcirOUb These arc the two real trade routes of ilia country, lh)lh an- under th>0 miles, 
Nearly everything wir |,re luce goc» m Europe, and very : much of u to the Evisuam 
MediLerraiiuan cm til vies. Wl,.d we diidly want are EmupCan gm ids and cheap Md, This 
a Ljinuili-y strongly devoid of fuel, and we pay for jSoul in Bagdad :T, UVv. per ton by 
Em time it U«'a gone through Em Suck Guiiat to Bnssomh and come up to 520 miles of 
the Tigris, Now, if ive hud a railway direct Frgn the Mediterranean we sli >uld have 
owil here as cheap, at any rate, as it' is at A.sanuaii, which is considcnihly more than 
m.io Julies from Alexandria. The railway, moreover, ivbieh ran from Hoirout or 
Alexiindrettn lmrc would have cheap coal hroii^fit on the Mcditcriaiuian, and nol four 
stiifl’btuiglit in Ihmorah and Ikgdud, Tim Euphrates \ alley is very rich and cam ho 
irrigated, and is irrigated very cheaply by water power the whole way, as ilia cur real 
is strong enough to turn wheels and lift water, It Is Lou strong lor navigation. We 
here ara a great grainqmodueing country with unlbniled capabilities tor cKtcnaioTL, and 
tEie whola goes to the Eastern MedifoiTuneau atid Kurop, Wfaib Imwever, lias struck 
me more than any tiling, and I am preparing my project* uccon Singly, i& tlio fact tbat 
tbcuuuutry is even more a slieflii* and catdc- and horsc-hreading country than a gj'aruuy. 
We can irrigate with the supply at the rivers 6,030,003 acvea; lau we uu. irragiln m 
addition, as pastures, 10,000,000 acres on wliich millions of sheep and cattle could fend. 
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All these wirnltl m west Tii u v,.'«v of (IvMiglll like *l" s J "'T » SWf 

hccmise lilmy caririot tw jmt out of Uw country (im[l dn»|lita'M» Wimnou M 1! 
had a roilwiiv totliu M»til.fruwol. 'O'' 0 l. lln- Inm-lioi’t l«r »W|i and rattle alone m>«h 
ucmniv iv lift.'- I,,- whole winter, awl thou woulil <$nu- the h«re«rt ol wi.kii. lmilej, 
whiter r.i-reiils, an-l tli.-ii lln: summer 1,arrest of rice am tmliail corn, all west. 

... R,r slier!) foiiiliiig are «mwn over large arras, and . .W he BSW K*» .?> 

aouwitdti liv inigiitiim the r.lny we have woirsi Tim totiuw jtre vi-ry line, in.Iced tbr 
beet I b.ve si-i.. end n.H they are a winter crop U swiali-s uni! miliigi.Ms w..nM t." 
wall '[’In. i -2 per writ-, time in the suit ami waier i»re vNmellent hn< id! unmuilj, ami 1 
animals -I' thin Country nrc in cmsi-pn m>e very lira 1 . All tills needs an miller. on \ m 

Mediterranean. -,i 

\ railway (Vein ffigcliul t«. tl.e ..a Would fill ..a.rV Will 

who would srn li.r thems Ives, bring imrtit-i ii tins country utitl open H M Nilo 

opened iriL., Thai h^ln-ikii'hif'tii'-r place, the IVisiae ( nill - 3 arul ant ml- He Medjterrmieim, 

arid there win* im imlwaYenimeeimg \i witli i i-« N ... lla-v;.lm 'd He pr- dm:y 

and Mm la a. I •*!' Iv.^nt wol'd fall over l-fH) per rent., if n-l ->" J per ?■-*'. Hi- more I 
think, studv, Witifeall W*ll merTiiints, and un dei-stili id Lln- Bminlnvth? mow I am 

convinced t-fiat lii t\ Euidimhsis V ilk-y railway Ywa thfr df\vh».pi. . lliP‘c™mtrv% II.b 

Ki.nl,ram., Valley --aii .dm-,-, and die, |.i. dinre, every kind cil rtut i- pwli'ctwu :.rj.l 

1 ha vallt v. ci tail -an ■! wiili wj,ni U w- idly y, ill’s ago, ih already MUA\i^ wM. I ' 
l V.-! 1 1 -] ■■ Hit win-;. I lii Mil Mflit I" HfeHll -Sis Ii-IHM l.ussiMTil, 1.1 

JjtxntI Ml (including lrnr.sh',|,ph.‘g) I/. 2* w SA 10* per U»\. Hul Hmt on Argent me and 
On, Had inn wht'ttt arid vu Would slfaiiglEitlai M.i'H’. . 

MnsnnrHamia miLild vylu^t '^rlpy tot- cfSj^rh.ana, 

.. I'.XJI' n ,i.i: . inilli.'it- '.f sir all t-r I !n t-,-: kni^is.^ n-atin wjuild 

hduilit in,m-Iv. IH iinz&sk . .!?. wii'd 3 -ii„. direct Imw .nt- g-img- 

Admi aru! K m iiadn.-L'and Itn^.aaSn wliil-. 1 tlit I sains- wt.iild iakv lim-fi all t-hi? thn.-s 

luiirfand rnrtk, . J± t ■ . 

] iw.l1.il. . nil re. .Is, I'Mielleul I.. 11 r sugi r.and Wltnn "litel, «e can 

iirudiliv' Tlev wiuil'l 1- ail a.lditimeil nWnl. Aid nil llMd w ... f* 1 '' 

bo.lies el Vniiwev. IViO elmle loftelh ef wliiel, very nearly IW eupuUe »l <vm S 

..ii .. in tiui'ienl ilit.'H was milliviued mid thicldy I he |i..|)ulnl i-n 

, 1 . (lav is imi’.iisine by tenj.s Inn I lieuink In 8|iitc ol'every .liscurnj-emi’i!, to tnma[irti't. 

Hutjtttvi, Februtini 1 l f 1 


[11416 J N-o. -IM. 

Evjihmles mul Tiijrit Simm iVBl'iyitiMri ©m;w|y W Poftiye Office. (/.Vcm-erl March 2o.) 

JJ ( .Vr liter's Hall Court, Cunaon Street, 
London, March 11)00* 

[' HAVki i]il' Imimni' tn iNfm-m you ihaL ] liarfl iv&ii ml a tidGgrjm j'ruin^-ur acahU 
al Ha-ilad sialtu- that <nLf mvr siffitimw, llm slvamcr Miiilihdi, \va* a.:on 

atlmdiail hmr lii lies l.v Arabs tlnrla.K Iht last myii-u I rum Hn^ui'idi w Hagdmh I ml 

... el,Hiiihies. His .Mojesiy's 1 'imsiil-1 ieneriil h.r l»u.l«d «»* <;i l-.-ird tlio 

“ Khiddahr whiidi n^piriirs to hitve liwni i’Si’urli-d hv a -uudm-U lliu U'lf-rtim slatos 
tiiat !hr Aiah (riUrs di'L wia'lt Alt (diardi and ( diniali an- m i$Vmi 

li, olli - ?(l^i 11 r in ... Ol'lulim-liksi w«ixpi'O^ed tmr willm-m'^ to wnire 

our rlauii for dama-i-; in ... with lh- pr^viims auat:k on our inu'kirl ^h-amn 1 

“ Hlos^. | Auudi ” ill dm la 11 . 1 - dial llu: loval amllQi itiea a! IklfiHjd mid l .assmnli, ln>ir^ 
wnrtmd m lln' Hinduns. coiisf;]iti‘iiCi:s whirli mi-lii lollu;v a liirlliur iiK'idcad "I "ia- 
Hillin’,., uunld I lka tho cu^c»s:uy moasnrus to pitilai-1 our Evidi-mly no Hiopa 

Imvu been tnkon to guard iigamsl ^ ivanm-u,v ysf wicsh .1 wihereloro 

diiwt-'d to puggost tliat o\\i' clitiin lor damage in roapifiL ol tlw att&ek on tuo packol 
ekpmm “ l-yavli * b| r^viyiicl, m\ tlisit ft i’m'Hor (.’hum m iv^pect. of the prusout 

jittiick he nuilitiLid In dm Ihivkish l invcrinm-iii, 

I am, &0-, 

(Sigjmd) I in \V. MACLKA^, Si'creUiry, 


Qt3 


,11530] No. 05* 

Euphrates end Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign f Cficc• 1 j■ c?c/ March 26 J 

3, Suiter's Unit Court, Cannon Street, London, 

Sir, MfiVM 25 , IOQDh 

t IfAVH iho Imnnur to coin firm my loUOT of yosj^rday informing you of an atuu-k 
by Arabs oh ouv packel-stetunei - £H Khali fall." 

I linvo sintaj received a telegram front our agent at Ursaonili stating that the 
flamidioh Cohipmiy's steamer “ Haddad’' arrived Xhav on Wednesday with Lwa> killed 
and four wounded, havingnustaiuod a soyoio attaok at Aim Rijndi, and that ho oou&idors 
the di.4i iiduiiiceij are of u ijerions ohamolor. <hir ■piiekid-uj.^mier " Alojidmh/' whioh 
parsed Km. about- the 23rd inttaml, is now due id. Hu&oraln 

I have, &t. 

(Signed) II. w. MACLEAN, SceMary, 


[11701] No. C6 + 

Colonial Office, to Foreign Ojft re .—(licjijeired March 27 ,) 

Sir, Doumiuij Street, March 2G, lOOih 

I AM til ri.:cu-i 1 by t-lm Karl of Crowe to "at knowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 22nd instant, forwariling a copy of a telegram sent by iho Amha^sad"i j at 
ContiEmil.in.oplc' to the) Nigh Commissiom.T.ol' Cyprus, jiskingon behalf of the I'urkHh 
Cuvertiriu'ui for the commutation of the death sontone^ jm^ed .uptm cvriaih Atoslems 
of Magnssn. 

2, Ii is not el ear to his Lordship—who te t l< Jt received any pmvimis inforhuitb; 
as lo the farm of Miis C!5sa -wluaher the Turkish f Jovernmeni in irilemling id put 
fonvard again the pretension that Elie Sulian pnujo'scH the prej'ogaiive <>l jmrdon it, 
respect of Mnasitlnirm sitbjeels in (’yjirus, a ebim which was urge! in the ease oi 
Hussein in LSS7, hut was rejected by l.urd Salisluuy in his note to the Turkish 
Ambassador of the SHU January, IS3S, 

3, IIis Lordship presmueis that Sir I'hUvnrd Higy w 'j-murs in the views (^piisKaed 
by lijh p^tluaw on rhis tinbjnet, Rlmnld Mils hr ffie i;usb 1 nml humid ii he tile eMir 
that the TurkEah Cok'niineiit is endeavouring n> revive their former eemtention. Lord 
Crewe ivEjhld saggesr that L might; be worth while to cull Sir H. Howlher's allenticm 
lo ih" <!iuT( , sji(jU'ii-in. , i- nf 1PSS, iu order 1-lmt if a similnr ehihn is put forward In- may 
know how to deal with il. 

I am, &,& 

(Signed) FRANCIS J. S. lKMAVunu. 


[11843] No, [17* 

Sir G, Lute liter la Sir Kdrvnnt dreg,—[tleceiced y lurch 2EhJ 
(No. 20 U t CunthlmitEuk) 

Bill, Peru, Mtmti 2‘2, 

I HA V K the ... to Umnsmil tu you Lth copy ot'a d -^|mtrrli which 3 have 

received from Mis Jlajestv’s VicA ’hiihiiI aL iMoisul, resji-diug ii He ii on t'nr proti-i’isgu 
iiiEnki In Inin by tiertmin t-laddean vills-' is nf t‘]t K■ e-.!* who have r'evorP'-l from tl'm 
lionmu tdiuholic tn the X"Stnri;ui tlntrcJi, 

The VatiBrui tir.su secured n IViot iirg among n large sh-c! ion of the lolhuvors of tilie 
Ncjstorhu: Church in (In eighlTi'iilli Ccrihiry, and ^ mil null v pushed tliedr *\> -clriuea 
(keej'ing ihein, hoW ''.vj 1 , :dioge(]ier in iiheyallcc at lirst) ; hut in LKGn. greiit schism 
was cmiseil Iw. tlse Hull annoiiiiciug tin 1 dogma pripnl jnlidlihilily, ns wi ll as Ly Lho 
aholitioii of tlieir pec-nliar insii tut ions and canons and their direct subjection in the See 
of Kotin?, ! ; will he seen tlmt Mr, Young is not very wiirr- o!' t iiQ gj-mjjnta of iliis 
movcmeuE, hut it pj-e^imably urt awakcuing, ]'ioLn-.ly owing b* Home slight I'iv -Ij .-itup 
for Ward mi tlm pall -if the l Inti nil ie clergy to the '.sillhn-hees in d-eirim l.-e1,Wi.i!n 
Nesua-iahism anil 11 ■ m i ■. wlileh are- vci-ygnni, e.y,, tie font lit believe in the iiioun. 
play si Le nature, do not call Hie Virgin Mary “Mother nf C.hL," nor rtckn-iwh-ilge 
i rnn-ujlisiai.i hi: lull or pnrghbuy, find they mlmiadster ..immlon hi hut !i kinds. Tile 

[1612] ' 2 W 


















present, troiibio appears to have been raised by a body of persons who [uder thc-ir 
BmnUail welfare to lliu secular advantage* of cheap education and French protection:, 
which, despite the separation of Church and State in France, seems Mill to bo extended 
to these wandering shoop- It k ul$o likely that, while French protection was very 
necessary when they accepted Catholicism, i,e., undfr the old regime, they now consider 
tlieriiselvea safe under the fonstilutinn. Article 11 of which Jays down that^lEUt 
juiTii h <|r o ].■ |ihre mturcico do tuns ks suites reopnime t&na et maintffint m 

privileges jiceurdds aux diverses eornimumut^ a hi condition fjti’il ne soil, pns porUi 
iitteint! il S'urdre public on aux bonnes muiurs, ' In view 1 uf this provision, I'tiii Tali mis 
acted uncoil sfitnl tonally it', ns ti appears, lie attempted to interfere with their religious 


Except Fur a bi.-in)veinnt interest on account of the Archbishop of Cunterbuip's 
min-Hii Hi, we do not seen to have undertaken auv special protection of the C ha Ideal lift 
(In IBS^Siiid Piialiai then Grand Vizier, protested against our representations on behalf 
,.I Mar SIiiimin, though lie was prevailed upon to accept them,) Mis Majesty’e Govern¬ 
ment appears, how,-vnr, while nevur giving, exclusive protection to any particular sect 
in Turkey, to have been always ready to grant such help or protection as they properly 
could 11 h id] rollgiou h {jpniniiiilit-ieS' -whetfier Christian or Mnsli-ui-^-ahho, mdoaLnui] itig 
to ohtnin for tRein just. t-reni iwimt ami freedom from pm-wouti^i, and! in approving 
Mr. Youngs emnliroi, ! haw iiitormed bitu that he may, if ho thinks proper, mtorvyue 
uu^AicsSnlly ;\iifl vetfy ^i|str(lt 5 iJ]jr fcy iiitlucQ til© IoceiI ftiittioritiGS to uccoid ^ucti just 
tnsitmcEit, to these people. 

|!E have, Ac, 

(Signed) GEHARD MWMEli. 


Enclosure in Xo. 07, 

1 r i€.t-CQnmU Voruiy fd Sir G. Lowther,. 

(No, 8, Confidential.) _ 

Mitsui? February IS, 1000. 

! HAV E Die honour to report to your Excellency the circumstances under v hioh 
a petition (the substaneo Sf which is given hereafter) has been presented to thifc Vice- 

Consulate, , , . ,. , 

The village of Ei Koh h, aitunted about nino hours from Mosul, is inhabited for the 
most part hy Chaldean Raman Catholic, U., by peoplu of Nest-uriim origin who, within 
the last 4kty or a hundred years, have seceded from Mar Shirnun and placed themselves 
under the authority of the tVpn, I have always umWstood that this village k anv of 
tlu* strongholds ->f 1 himan Catholic, j>., French, intliieiiee in this district. Latterly, 
htiwi ver, there have k*eu rumours of n tendency among these tWdixpw to return to 
their ancient Ohurcli. I eliil not very sure of tin 1 grounds pi' their disc-nu-ijl. hut it 
seems to have made itself more evident since the proclaimilioh of the Constitution. _ On 
tmn'e than pup occasion lately village re have tried to soutfil uio evidently with ihe idea 
of extracting a promise of protect-ion in the event of their reverting to Mar ShmrUji, I 
have careiii 11 y refrained imm doing anything of the Port hcQEiase, :as yom Excellency k 
uwut'u, uiy instructEaim are to occupy iiiysclf with Cuiiiuei'cial matters, ami contiun no 
rcforcrijpv to the Jacobi tea utal Ntistoriatis (who are regarded here its being niLder 
British ju-oteclion), and still loss do my inMimet-mn* centum anything which could ho 
eouMrnvd Into an nutlmri^klion to encourage • >t1 1 e?r rhristians, ai present under trench 
protection, Lojoiu father of these Churches, Mar bluuuftt, tlip head of the NestorinnBj 
is aivaie of my attitude in tins matter. 

The P,-tition which )im just been presented fin Syriac) purports to be sighed by 
filsiv villagers ol El K^sb, and is to the otlect that tlieyluivGj thrown vilfthoir alleglmitfl 
to 1 111 Ei a" 1 lluit iliev have sent a pi'icst, arcompanied by three deacons and one nl their 
prinei j>:iI meii, to Mar Kliimutl toljpciuiBceratetl bisljop^ that diev would rather heroine 
Meaimis 11 1 !lel go back U< Uome; that under tin? now j-egime there is freedom uf 
ccuisi'ifJitCe for all ; arid, JiiutUy, I hey invoke the proinfitimt of the EritisU (utverninenb. 

TIlo Big i defeat i eo of 1 1ds'wonlil seom 1o lie that if Mar Shimun eoti^ccnites this 
prifiii l, i bishop, and he returns to El Koali, it is vrv pussilik' ihero will In; n commotioiii 
then on his arrival. I am told h la jmdmhle lh;i<: n imml>m- of villageis will ai onco 
deebo i? I li |,, iiirtelvi , s Nesi n iniis. ci d, Iri'iu what E hear id i-.ie methods u( iln 1 i.h.ddcaii 
pries'. h, ihey are riot likelv to bu sctuj-u1>mi< in ilm means (hey adopt to repress u 
itiiivi-ir.i-i: 1 an detriMenial hi their inUMesiI Hultutii Calliohe 1 haltleun Patriarch 
k in pioaeiu at Bagdad, but as soda ns Archbishop Stephan (his representative) heard 


J)5 


5?, 


of the departure of Dec El Kush priest for QueIsIuhiis he seimis to have prevailed upon 
the Vail to send instructions to Delink and other plaees to have the party stopped and 
sent back to El Kosh* These instructimis arriving tixi late, liis Excellency then 
telograpliuil to Van reqUostiEig tbd Ottoman authorities in jJuit vilayet to put olistiicled 
in their way. 

1 have uot replied to the Petition, nor given any mason to Ijelh-ve dial l shall abandon 
the attitude i have hitherto maintained of strict neutrality us regnrdu load ini rignos, 
religious or other ; hut it- seems deaErnble to i’t»]wvt the matter jo your Excellency, ami 
in thing so to draw al.ioiiLion to tliw- fact of the liuial amImrii iivs liaying nrhitrarily 
interfered in a puroP seetarum matter at. thy bidding of one oft I a- parties interested 
a proceeding which obvtopsly LMLUEiQt lie iin no(i(l(l|iw with tiny instructions fhny imvn 
received from Con&tmitiuopla 

The Step wliieii these villagers have taken in sbpa rati tig lliomseh i % « from the 
powerful protection of the Ilomiiu (’liurcb sevuia rash and |mli 1 icnlarly laojipnrLmLi-, in 
view tif the prc-SOiil Mate of ^flairs. But il ia of course.a perfeody hgirimale st,ap ; am I 
as tliev have TOi'eiVjEjd no sort of ciicouragvtuoiit from this Viced ."n-n mi lute, they citti only 
have taken U in lIio belief that tins Turkish Govoi'imieiit will give dnuu fair pliiv. 

V ndet tlif: old regime Lin" local autliorities in Mosul won-, in all mattm's mi hid .ween 
Christians and Christiana subservient to i.he Uoinjiu l.'alholies, who Lava grenl funds at. 
11 loir disposal, and are auppoL’Lcd by l'Tvnch iutluonco. They it In- Roman Catholics) 
have a great cktal>liMuiH.‘jit Imre, aud give free instructiun to ^ivcral hundred pupila; 
and in one way and another seem to have deserved extremely woll of those who luivu 
place[( thcmsHlves under fctiuir pmtcctiori. Suyh adnnirehlc- ullorts, bucked sis Ihuy aro 
by French oilkiial supnotl and by iiiVaneiai assistitnjCe iVorn tioii r, perhaps not less than 
7,000/, a year, might by. expected to succeed in a district such as this on their own 
merits; anil it would seein that lliere is neither occasion nor excuse, under :l 
L iberal Govm’maentj for the intervention of the local authorities in support ot' iheir 
propaganda, 

t'liealled for and unjust us lie- proceedings re ter i', -1 to appear to ho; l have, for 
the. rca^OM givcti, taken no part whtitover in the controversy ; mid, hi a 1 Usenet 1 of other 
instructions, L propose to oonttmie itmrdy to watch and report, what takes place. 

] buvig Ac, 

{%mM) SL E, WILKIE YOUNG. 


[11845] bS. 

Sir O'. Ltiwth&r ta Sir Edward Grry.*•— (Recrivtd March ill!.) 

(No, a02.) 

Sir, March 23 , ItJ(H), 

T HAVE the honour to forward herewith ft Memtav'iiMlum Ihim I Iin Majesty r » 
Consul-Gcueml at Bagdad, 

[ have, &c. 

(Signed) GERAR.IJ LOWTN UlL 


Indosuro in No* US, 

Memaf audit tti. 

(Xu. 17 - ConUdoutiab) 

1. Yoiintf Turks and Persia. — I think that there can he little doubt that smiio of 
the Voting Turks are supporting the revolutionaries in Rorsiti, Of the three original 
liojiL-uKi'iita i.i vis oF'tlm Young TurlS who came in Bagdad nine is I hi mil i Bey and 
another Ik Smiya Hey, A Rvreism Libcntl Comflultoe has recently been Formed lei 
Kaziiiii'm, under the preskh-nvy of M'ir/a Ibrahim KIjilel. who was recently dingoman to 
tlm IYrsin.lL Consnl-bJeiieiid at Bagdad, i kimw lhat 1 ht.s rush was. mid very likely in, 
cm intimate terms witli Huimli B--y. A ( Mm mi Line has also ljeen Ihunccl n.l Ni-jf.ainJ 
this Ims rereivod the open sympathy of Nuriya I ivy, 

A short time ago a telegram came h'om the iVrelnn Cununittor' at CouM iiitinopTn 
tn the Ka'/.iineiti tkaniiiitteo t-'lling them to pioteKt LLgairisl ibridgu loans Persia ; li 
h-u days after wards J received pruie.sts frum 11 o ■ KuKunoin t'm n ini i tee ami also Jruiu 
seme oi'the leading Mujtftl'iids Eit Nujf. This shuwa pi'otty tdoarly that tho eentto nf 
ftotivily has si lifted from Xojf lo Constaiilinojilc, and allufils reason for think ing ihut 
the Young Turk o&Jslunee bus ])fobably iulinencn this change. 
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, Br;*A W 'riond of mine. toM ni tftt »fl* ^..govcr 

M«-. r i * * ^ 

Ml , . . it k||i[i nsusitk the town, and ilowiiHiream ot thy 1 ^,-utUiu,}. ] n.t\i ”?V ] 

tnia lw aw olRbUl III IL very it^jiBiwibie phrition tliiit mm of t lo^lnef argimionts m 

favour «il‘a » >.'•- cUBt«.i-l.u , ij=.-■ '- 

w in | jj. „ 0 e3tr u W . I'hi[ illt' mini Steamer bringing 11u> mail ducct Vo 1 1k lu,iuu uu 

''linn.' i*V ilh' riiHtom-lipiiwi. TV M mU 9# 1" "!"'" 'V.rrn ,,!,! 

. | |-""I ( c | ,,.i ihil l' WAS tTvitl^ to dmw me. I liIL-B't-tv SAtd itt wn 

i “ts,' .. n, <««*,*" *• *~ ft 

frt ±- t-asrsfci dLs jsssttfc'tsieg 

our site l.v (Valid aimI wo may tb^-ibr* expect uiaeks On mir post oftitn Hfii.O 

- **r .-Mh ** <* •>» <m** tin 

I .' i ... m IhiSHorMi. MtM.fHs iriie tliiit tlim- is aii chomoiiFsnroonwt 

/!' L ''MHr.'ijj,J ilinAi'idj KnWuili and Muh:imiiil$ith 1 '** ^ haf submitted a Hyport 
eL.^Lm,-'w ,i1iH cm, U stopped, and promising llml H lij are 

.^[l, of thy liWornh c&Umii-hoUki■ will uscrttD* by U) pur cunt. lh ^"'idd 

«"• r.iteafc teszrcsfc -.* .**»> »•»»«-; 

.. '.Sllik. C,.ulor-lnII" nM W!® g.v .t 

II [I... Ititunmim.inmed. When they ««« ready I* »»I<1 my .Iragomuu tli.il tlim. 

,#,,, B i, r „ s „t'J M . lit r.mfltmitiiK'l.'lo #na that lm wna not smv lluil the .«>vem- 

.e t «n M i i>i in nr- U 1,1, I'i'.iif' iiilornintion. He «W that ho-wM &**#£*** 

!,„l do ivliiit might he. i|li8iihiivtl di.li.yal hy his own (.iiviimhunt, . He is .. km h 

•Hkv imii« M'fwrsdb «s// Stfum*. h»^ »«•» " v !: r ;' 1 v ^ 

Uvgt yovti . f the #11117 !>#'•«, tho T^HS and »# h»| .. . 

^rwinteSffid Tathor au bterssl&g MM #1 of Shaikh. 

v,.i |,l„ivii"L (''iii'il Thoy said that iHiMi tlm «in:i! v.n« ol(Ssed they were 
l ia ! . ll „,.^„ , >.!d ■ • ';^ u ; tll( ()a ,„ lt ml fe mud, V n>U«l 

T S dluSl kC#. ... pi-MVCil tlmt the Tm-ks' «wk 

w m’ld nut Ltd ii lootli Thtiv saiti ttiViy had lieiird M®. W.»Wwn mp" W*,th^ 

U 1 , ,r i.i. . _ l , „,.t, In hiiijt XV it It i l Rwnous 013 t L hU«Jl] r 


:,:i s. it: 'S;S.::;i' iliS:::-?' ,.t:i=;: 

: - 'ii'l rilii'ii -lid "ir vi.,11 give as V.oir I'mniw W hnliovc yon, bufum tha 
filciWi ... l"' - ‘T | n lii'd 'thl'ir Sill!- , Xmlo.—iih.i') him «l«-:,vs li^mu goed mum 

> *.... - 

„tvunot! io Them ts e 4} any J tin- ollun' i wmih htiliv. - ..... 


rF. RAMSAY, 


t Vir finrry 


1118531 


Sir C. iMrthrr I•> Si> Edmnl Crtf.-(!to*l<ml More* ® ) 


ffif jjinvcr l« ptt . 

(j|o + 21&) p^ rtit M urt fr o;i f mm 

Sh- s 


I liKUK hilVf hv.en mi I'lfwlopniujis ot 
tho Hmrihv Mnf- (hr iIhU nf \u\ il ■' ■ y ■ j' >i ' 
H TU,. ivjHJi'iw wliwh l Imvc L'ljt'i’iV' 1.1, El. 


import shiv in tlj. Awliitio proviticw of 
3'G nf llu 1 Stli JjLiulnS'V Siwi, 

Eli- Miji-siy s Consul (jeiioitil ut Smyt'iui 


anh Elis Majesty's Conaul sit Damascus show that the liuthuriui'S an* aihvu tt> the 
necessity of sii})]wessLu^ brigandage and are employing tmups fur purpose. 

W ills legnnE tt> Anutotia geuertdly, the Jocai pi\'ss fins, with mtlioc ineitustug 
tretpioiu^ - oi latti, ^Uinecl reporC of distresH and unrcfit, and t-lietc were (sraicwhat 
Beiions difltitil^Ti^ at Suleymariteli in cpmurtion with those .-it HUisul, whioli (imnc<t 
the sohjeiA of my dosimtdi Ntc 711 of the Gtli nhinii', laU peace «eoms to have b^S 
restored, at any |jltc for the preset it. The situation in lht j V i lavct of Diarlidkir ii 

somewhat ipniitnin, though it is ^iisfaetory ..to that Mr.' Rawlins does not 

consider that tlieru is any danger of nn attack cm ih< Clftistbm nnpiiktion. The 
turbulent Lshreflk oJ jhe town seem.to he hesitating 1u*Lween a eontluuation --f ii.t*ir 
old attitude o! opposition to any ullcsris mude. 1 hy tint! V;di let imjnMVe ilia gonoml 
situation, and tlie opinion that such a policy is now played out, and that their best 
chance of maintaining their influence Eh to throw in their lot with the rdhrnied regime. 
During the month uj February they appeared in incline to tin- Inti or omirpj of 
action, hut ahout a forfniglif ago I receiveil a [ilegrrun fiacin Mr Itawlins lo the 
tsihirA tivfit They were threatening to make i deiiioisfjtrathm against the Vnli ;• however, 
as 1 have I'ecutvcd no further news on the subject it may be ui-sLiini'd tlud the Yulia 
rcapiost to the Porte to be granted full powers lo deal with jlilv dislurhama- has 
brought the Eshrdlk to n more reason a hie frame if mi ink TJie Corn mission »f I ntjuiry 
ruin 11 le VeranHheEir dfefurb|nees in Octohoir haw npw colleeted slIL liiMe evidence, and 
lire engaged [el drawing up a report, Me. Elawtins states that ihey have elmwn 
undoubted seal and im purl mlity, innl that lm gat-hors I’nmi :l .cnn versa Lion with (lie 
members of the Comnifesiou thiit they aiv in the main favourably disposed to 
Ibrahim. Psishii's family, hut that “ they are ufmEd of lelL-iiig thoir views' he known in 
Dini-hekir owing to lheir fear of./om-Aging the E^ljr.-llk." ‘ In the neighlimuhrmd „f 
\ eraushelir Alr» Rawlins reports a fedi mitl on the Midi tribe*,, in which ten yjfcVe 
k|]le<h iy large i aim her wounded, fortydivc Hocks nf sjjuep imd oil i or Io.jg driri itd oft 

Tie- \ r ;i.LL 13 La king Up tlio JCUSO n ith mir rgv, a III 1 appears (a lie in Idvmm ftf 3'iT':ising 

Ibrahim Pashas sons §o as to strengthen tU Milli tribe and thus-restore the balance 
of power. 

Tlimy is no jgretti hkelilmod of-ney radSai change in Pnslern Anatolia taking 
place until Lhe mimb-kilkedpT ConmiPsimi hint got tb work. It. 3.s nut ktiowti when It 
weU .^tarL, line it part ol its lns(j'UCtipn'fi liave u]][>i:'iii L cil in ilie pi*css; imdur ihmn it. will 
have very extensive executive powers, including 1 hr right of overriding Yaffil iii tiio 
event of disagreeing til. 

lhe purest ffi the 1.1 ^ jaz coniimics, a adattacks on tin: railway Lave been of frc'qiteiit 
pccu ire rice, and tho newvspapcra pitblisi: j-cpoids from Sanaa of the rise of u A[;didi r who 
m said to have attracted a eousidevable lbtlovv lu' 

in 

1 have, etc. 

(Signed) GERARD LOWTillilL 


[11855] 


No, 7a 


Sir G. Lfiti'ther to Sir lidnmrd Grnj.—(Rrceivtd March 25h) 

(No. SIS.) ; 

S' r > ^ Canstaniimpitif March 2 C Id Oil. 

J HAVE the honour to forward hcrawith a despatch from the British Vieo- 
Quiwii] nt IfudoiiUdi I'cportitig on die Turkish punitive expedition which has comiueneed 
opetal tons against the Zrrencek tribe ill i la- Y niiui, 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) GERARD LOWTUEIt* 


Inelofliii-c in No, 70. 

Vicc-Comui Richardson ta Sir G. Lowth^r r 

(No, 6.) 

^ IJodriduhy March Si, l£)Ql) + 

I REG KM to oliscrve that I have omitted to rcjimi to your Ex ce Money the 
airriv.jl bore oil the 30tti 1 lecomijei' last of Fet'ik l laHsun Tidiwin IMkIui, tlto ncivly 
appointed Vub and Military Couunander <if lhe Yt.iiicn, vier Ahmed Fozi Prmhip retired^ 
who was accompanied by Nedpb Faaha, iioniiuated to tho MuteBuartllik ut lludeidali. | 
[ICIS] i> (j 
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The other official* sent to this province that arrived with theVjdi Tahsiii Praha 
WCIV Genera* llifimt Bialm, to command the IStH Uiviswn of lie Vllfl. Army i <.ip at 
fjnnn’ii, Bedjih Bot, ndbint of the Govoriior-General (forinerly Mnktuhjee (becictary- 
Gtneml) nt the vilayet), mid Mnlirntferl Amin hflendi, Naib of Hocleuliili. 

rii anwiat this iiOrt of tin; Vuli a deputation of prominent local merchants 
waited on Ids Kxcdlencvmnl represSHted the loss to trade and commerce in coi^MtHmce 
of the depredations ofZereuBk tribesmen on faunel caravans WSBing liel’.reOn tins anti 
Wiiii-iil-Fnkili nod Zel.eed, livo unpo^nt t™l* centres.. It .vim pom ed ootttaU 
Bt'euntv of tho above unites was moM inqwtot to Ifodeidah that was bamg 

' r „i“K account of the consent MW on l.y the Uitesn.en I.J»« 

reached mi incredible degree, owing to the npjl.y of the old local Adit.. that 

toofe l"w' no tiine m hiriStll Tidisih IMi* with the history of the Zeteneeh .tribes 
during to .at .•seven ox- eight fears, Ibid was the cause oi almost daily interruptions of 

Sr ^Siiu^niphliii; tSat it w.in m to hsAl.il ,.f catting mid W* ™'cr, 

i^ppnml|| for various Acts of piracy committed on J-Sntifih e^ing erait along its 

llUOl, MiHin Prtfiha assured to local mev&atile: «™ty wvd -myeelf that this 
important question would r^eivo lb a mifjderatwn at a my early oppin'i mut y. 

II [ft iJucllcM'cy hi is since been in eninmmueatoix on the subject with the Sublime 

1 ° lt OnloTB were received list month frthn Constantinople authorizLpg the c^amzatioii. 

£> [ a miiiitiW exWditioii a^iiist to Zoranesk tribe* with a view to establish purity id 
til t?ad(i routes traversing its district, ami bring about a permanent subjugation of the 

tMll X tho 7tli F&maiy, ;l hi dial ion of in^try imxWMaj.it- R^jib Boy {let Battalion 
ol'ilm 50th Tk"dmm it) arrived at I lodeidah from Sanaa, and auother was landed hero 
o!, ri^lne <4 from Midi (2nd Bltialw,, Mil, Bflpment). Tl.eae were followed by 
two companion of the 1st Uattrtlinn of to riGlh ftegimonl from HiiyolK 

A few i lay a lutGr (iStli Fubjpiy) the ubomj force, barely 800 pen strong, under 
H^ljlh Pash^' th© local iMu|feasani; marched towards Beit-el-Fakih to commence 
operations agahpst Uni rotYnpory tribesmen. ■ . ,. . V ^Y. f i,_ + 

Tho Turkish mirnson at Zubca-d imd"y Risel Boy, after pUDt|li]ng to Arabs that 

offered resistance in the vicinity, moved smith, ^nd oftcr some fighting captured tho 
Zoremek stronghold at llusseinia with hut trilling loss ot tL ' C11 - . . , , , < 

News ventod llu^idah o» the 34th tilth# that uii Use previous n^ht iho 
Ikit-d-Faklh force under the Mulessirif* Ned jib Basis a, had attempted to join Mate 
with the troops under Uto Bey who was udvunc'mg Irons to north, but were attacked 
by a strong force of tho rebels that were lying: in ambush dose by. After losing about 
. thirty men jufi part of its trims port, it vKs obliged to heat ft hasty ret rent. rm 1 " 

l n ^ Two dava later a Turkish couvnv from Hod^ididi, hound for Beilmblmksh, was 
held ins by n strong forcaof Arabs, whjb killed about thirty## of the escort, and 
capped some twenty emm# hulon wilh W P rt # lon3 d ^ tmed f,)r th ° 

^^Infeltonlwy® toidvm^ the troops under the Mntessarlf have rcmfviited inactive 

jif Rfnit^obFakih awaiting retnfurcemeuts, , . 

It has now been decided tnaugment c<m^ideva}>ly the streag J h of tbepmutivc force, 
that will coi|i 9 t of ton or twelve battalions of inlantvy., two companies of mounted 

eU " 1 ’s»Vlmsui*?!i C f^cVi^4uuwi reached ll topli this morniL to the oflbbi that (h-nond 
%mt Pastm had been appointed to conduct the Axe rations _m iho Zereiieek cuuntry, 
ami th|t that othcer, with ffiree Imttalione of infant^ had already started from tho 

is estimated that the Zeren^k tribe has a mobile three oFabout 10,000 men, who 
are well armed and are ge,,l lanrksn.eu, so that the Tiivks have not an wgy }a,-k before 
tom in bunting down iusd suUIulng these truculent inbesmeii, that are distributed ovor 

a wide mid pattered area, „ p> uu f( v „„ 

Duthe iilst Febmarv two Turkish ^un-bords to lutiKkubri and tho 
Shaler 11 that have been sent from Cmiaiantmople te patrol ibu Yemen littoral oi Lho 
Rod Son arrived here from tomnm, that they had reached a MwM pivvmusly. 

On lla-ir ynymro down tho Red Sea they eneonateivil two dhOJVii naar a place 
called Km- tlmt'weiv rumdng arm^ They sueeaeded in sulking onfc dmw and m 
CAV taring tho oilier, m.d confiscating m niW aud a quantity ot ammunition. 


These gmti-liaats are nmv cruising about the coast south nf lindcidnh, and 
co-operating with lln; Turkiiiti ire."q is engaged on land against die Zl- fence k A fa ha. 

I have* &c, 

(Signed) G. A, KICIIAliDSOX,. 

111857] No, 71. 

*5jV G, Loiethcr io Sir Kit ward Gr*u t ~( Received March 20.) 

{No. 21T) 

Sir, C(ws tontine pie, March 21, 100EJ. 

WITH reference to my despatch Xo. 84fl of the 8th DeecmbLii’ hist. I have iho 
honour to fin-ward herewidi r li./ajuilnh from Mm Majesty's Viee-('onapl at Hodeidab, 
reporting on die relbnns whldi it tvnn recently proposed hi introduce) in the Yemen, 

I h&vo, Oic-. 

(Signed) GERARD L0WTHE1T 
Inclosure in Xo, 71* 

Vice-Cotwul Richardson in Sir O, Lowthcr. 

(No. 5/E.) 

Sit, Iloilcultth, Mnrch 1,1000. 

I HAVE the lioucuir to acknowledge tbo receipt- of Mr| Moldor's despatch of tire 
5th December last, transmitting copy or one addreaavd by your Excellency to Mis 
Majesty's Principal Secretary, of State For Foreign Allaire, in which was inclosed mi 
exE.mci from tho H S]iui , a-i-mnmat J Jh giving a summary of the proposed kchemo nf 
reibmis Jbr Liao Yemen Vilayet. 

I bog to efler a few obfiervatiomi on tho deciaidns taken by the Council of Minister:* 
with relbi’enen Id l-lie proposeil arruiigctm-Tit with the litinai Syyud Yahya. 

It will be scon From the above that it i« intended to debgatu the civil and 
I’oligjous tidininistratien in the district oFSada to Ycthym 

I infer Frorn tlxia ahdnineut that the eentral authoritiila are mauvure oF the fact 
that the imam Hyyed Yahya has not, since tho deutb of hh faiher, the limiti 
ITamkhiddin In 1004, had any vuaUge of authority at Sada or its environs. Ilia 
sphere of inflnonce dffi’ing the past four or five y^ara hies been Ihnhed to EGHlet A^liar 
and Shahara and the noigbbnuiing country] 

About three mouth a prior h? Ids death llu> late Imam llinuiduddiri was aHeEiEeil 
with a stroke of pandysik in one of his upper extremities, According to to precept h 
oftheZuidi taillx, it h strictly onjotuera, iiiter u^rc, that l ho person selected to fill iht 
pest of Imam should bq HOiiu'd in every IImb. 

Mdien aUacked by paralysis, a Suitable of Siuki, one Hyyed liiissaireol-K.asind-oE 
Dhaiyani, ulaimed tlie Imamale, but had not a sulficiemly stiong Following at the time 
to back ii]) Ins pretension. 

However, since the death uF the bnam Hrimahiiddm in ID04, the Mhaiyatii lam 
openly assorted liiii ulaltxjij ami has hum able to ]] old bis own In the Sad a district against 
Syycd Yahy rt. 

It ia trim that he has beon supported by the Turks at the tnatan^ of the lato 
ComniiUiderein-chief, Alimed Vvz\ Basha, with a view Lu ci-UShhig tho ptnvur of Syyed 
Y aliy a. 

During the grcEilcr part ol" hist war the DhiiEyani was in conllict with the latter, 
cm whom he succeialud in itillicting u defeat on more than one occasion, anil ulso in 
c&pturUig a couple of cannon. 

It, is difficult to conceive how rlic Turks will ha ahle to delegate the adminiia rut.ion 
of the district of^adiL Lu By Veil Yuliya iiuw, unless, in conjmicLiuri wilh iho hitter, (bey 
first crush his powerful rivuf, the I.Aaiyruii, 

It is flit tho sauu; timi.? tjouhtfiif whether tin: Bheiklis ami otlier Notables at 
Shakir a nr Kultel or in ihe II 3i«h id territory will (iceo'rd their assent, to any arrauge- 
ment between the Imam and ihe Ol Inman Govermnent that does not provide: for un 
e^dusive autonomy oF tho m&untuiftous district nm-th of Meiickhu, and including torn A 
and T'aisi, under the Iinum of the Zuito 

I harelly think that tho Central Goveru^tiAt will go so faryn its concex>*ions, but 
anything short of tine abnvq, jF accepted l?y Syyed Yahya., \vill assui'odly to bin 
dismissal by tus ibllowers, mnl the immudiaU.- iippuiiUlii&nt of n new Itnunj. 
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The question of arrangement with the Immm is a most, diflkuH matter, ua there 
arc luitnormiFt other factors to ho considered in any final scTtlemcnt LY>r instance* 
ahmild tlm Turks decide to modify, however slightly, their pivstMit status in the Yemen 
highlands, iive or h:x Imams would immediately present themselves in his claim to 
various districts of which their tribes were in possession and in umipathm, and 
alSplietely hid open'd eat of the thou Imam fit Sana'a, up to the advuqt of the Turkish 
army in Yemen under (ienural Motiklitar 1Yudin in S s7 3, 

It would Ihs wrong to Mippnsrj that the districts of 11 array., J I add i. Bel fid-cl-bust an, 
Allis, IViz. Ac., over bukmged to the forheans of the present Imrim, although the 
respective Chiefs and tribcsnion of the above placed have, on several occasions dui-tn<j 
the Turkish occupation, made common cnnfffl with the imam SSyyed Yah va and bis 
predecessor, riamiduddin, iu their attempts to drive-out their Ol toman conquerors. 

In November last year two notable Yemen SSieikbs, Kyyud Mahomed Muzaiknr 
and Shored Abdul la-bin-HuBijati-eTMulEisvak kid, that had lieen undergoing exile in 
the Inland of Kho.dea lor several years landed :ih ilodculnh, ]loving boon dispatched 
to tins province Imm ( '■.■nstaatliiiojile by tliu Ottoman (h^niltn'Ot, 

Tlso Ojbjccl of their visit, was to interview Urn I iieon Syyd Yuliya, and (u induce 
him to semi depuitCH to Ri instant bmpk-, to prest id Ids claims before the Central 
Governnujut, with a view to arranging a permanent peace in tins vilayet. 

The nbove-inentmiteil Arab Chiefs, idler spending about two months' in the 
interior, returned hero on the Huh January last in company with Syycd Abdulla 
I brat tlm, Uiv Kadi IkkI us-tSboiki anil Syyed .Miiisonieil-vs-^liaiin, and waited for Oon- 
fltautinoplo a tew days later in a Khedivln] A Learner, 

Those three latter porkoSigi-s. who have grtggb influence with the Imam and their 
follow tribesmen, w> re .sdected by Syyerl Yuliya to repress lit him in the negotiations 
pending with the Turkish Government. 

]L iu not generally credited (Imi any satisfactory nudcvslending will ever bo 
read ted, aapucfolfy ns the 1 nmin and Ills entourage fin'd the present,: tin excellent, oppor¬ 
tunity fur pressing their preposterous demands, which, if accepted, would be most 
prejudicial to tJitmiifin Mizoramty. 

'Tho Turkish threes in ibis province just now arc not vary strong, but a particular 
«m)n,:o nf weakness lias resulted since the departure of its bust orarers, who were well 
atrijuaiiiti. d with the Country and well tried in warfare against its ittountailiters, go say 
nothing of i hr irrepar.d.lc los.4 suffered hy the Ylltb Army I'orpS by the resignation of 
its vetcren Kiuld-Mairtliul, Ahmed Fczi iWm, who had spent- the beat part of hie-.ml 
in Llie Yemen, and lmft been during thiCpasl. quarter of a venlnry more nr less its 
KucreKsl'ii] lender in a continual strife with tho truculent and rebvllitma inhabitants, hy 
whom bu was both feared and liked. 

Perhaps my views of lbe political sitiuitum may appear aoincwhat pessimistic, hut 
it is hoped that future development may prove my views to be wrong, and that the 
negotiation!! proceeding between the fiirkiGp Government and the Imam Kyyed Yahya 
will assume a fays>uKij|lo turn, and thus open a new era of peace and prosperity in this 
(listmmliil and hapless province, where the™ arts great possibilities. 

With truth and grind respect, 1 have 1 , Ac. 

(Signed) G. A. RICHARDSON, 


[10 W2] No. 72, 

Foreign Office fa Treasury, 

Kir, Foreign Office i March 20, 1000, 

1 AM directed hy Rreretoiy Sir IT Grr-y to transmit to you, to he hud before the 
birds tanucnisstuners of ilrn Treasury, a copy of a letter from the Fndia Office 
Sn wiirdiitg a lelegram from ihc Viceroy of India, 0 proposing to comply with a request 
imidn hy the Sheikh of Koweit for a loan uf two lakhs (13,333 rupees) to bo repaid in 
two yearly hi sin! moms without interest, and with the solo condition that, ponditig 
rE‘payment, [ho Sheikh should not borrow elsewhere. 

The Seen -l ary of State for India recoil uuends that iho t love rumen L of India's 
proposal should be approved subject In certain c..«mlitions, one of which is that any loss 
arising out of the transaction ahull be shared equally between the Imperial and Indian 
Exchequers, 

* No. 5U. 


It will ba scan that the proposal involves no direct charge upon public raven ties, 
and that His Majesty’s Government have as security the amount of the rental paid to 
the Sheikh for the lease of his foreshore. 

With regard to the previous loan to the Sheikh to which reference is made, that 
advance was effected on tho responsibility of tlie Government of India alone. 

In view of the considerations advanced by the Government of India, Sir E. Grey 
considers that the present scheme should ho agreed to on the conditions proposed by 
Viscount Morley; anti he recommends to the favourable consideration of the Lords 
Commissioners tho suggestion that, in the improbable event of any loss arising out of 
tho transaction, Such loss should be shared equally between the Imperial and Indian 
Exchequers. 

1 am to invite attention to the importance of arriving as soon as possible at a 
decision in the matter, in order that a reply may he returned to the Government of 
India ut tho earliest possible date. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MAI,LET. 


[12232] No, 73, 

India Qjjic c to Foreign Ojjic e .—{Received March 31.) 

Sir, India Office^ March 29, 19011. 

WITH refereace lo the oqrrespondoiicecudiiig wit.il the telegram to ihv Viceroy of 
the 2'lth ultimo, as to live rec'ommencon|mt of mining operations at Abu Musa, 1 am 
directed to inclose copy of a telegram from tlie Viceroy, reporting that nrrangom|ute 
have been made for supplying Mosaic Striok with n sample shipment of dUQ tons of 
red oxide. 

The supply of qx|(le to Messrs, Striok is not, as was pointed nut in my letter of 
(be 3rd ultimo, inconsistent with any undertakings given to the German Government 
in the Miunomidum of Llm IQth July, IfKJS. Visqouur Muitcy, tut u cinsmorntioii of 
tlse facts reported in the Viceroy’s- telegram, proposes, subject to any ohseEviiUons tlinl 
Sir E. Grey may have to offer, In instruct the (lovernmeul (ff India to approve the 
action taken hy Major Co*, 

A matter that romaina for ifEin^i do ration is whether, in the ninjumstuueos, any 
oomimmicntitm to ihe (rerinan GovernniGnt. such as was suggested in your letter of the 
12th idtimo, is required. Lord Morley would be glad to be favoured with Sir IL Grey's 
views on tlic.! point. 

I urn, At;, 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


In closure in No. 73. 

Gavcrhmcnt of India to discount Mar icy. 

(TYlegraphie.) I s . xUrircA 17, ItKMJ. 

YOU 11 Iclegruin of the 2-lth ulLitiid as to Aim Musi, 

Resident. Lend an Gidh lelegruplied hlh instmit, us follows;.— 

1,1 I received a udugrarn from First Assistanl on the I()ib nllimo, wdiiic at. f-lmrbar, 
on tny way buck from India, informing me thut a ilofliiito order for sample shipment of 
■100 tons urgently had now been given by Htrick, wlju har| agrerd ro pay ludf in 
advsiiiuc, and at rate- of lu-s, («/ r per ton. Accordingly, after nr ranging for dispatch 
from Jvurachi oT Lw r ijidispen^nhl implomonLs, 1 eulh d Inter at Linguli, wliore I made 
tho requisiic armugemonts for mining of the amount ordered to comtoenee immcrlintely, 
under suiicrvision of Residency Agent uod brother. 1 :dso w r roio to the y-lieikii of 
Sbargali in px plain the emergent arrange tm-ms fur supply of Ibis part Eouliir con sign- 
meat which I had made in Ids interest, 1 tnisi that arrangement may stand, as 
opera!.ituia must have emuuiencod by now, and will be carried out with all possible 
economy, in order that a margin of pro lit may result. No further sigJi has been 
made by Germans, up to date, nor have operations been resumed by IIeihsun. 1 ' 

[1012] 2D 















Resident galiaGen that compliance with Strick’s request will not prejudice final 
settle me nt o( Gorman case, and tliat Government will incur no ultimate lose by tbe 
operations. Will) your concurrence, therefore f we propose that action taken should be 
approved. 


112276] No. 74, 

Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Qjfice,—(Received March 31.) 

3 P Salter’s Hall Court , Cannon Street, 

Sir, London, March 30, 1909* 

WITH further reference to the disturbances™ the River Tigris, I have the honour 
to inform you that our agent at Bagdad has telegraphed to u&> under date of tho 
29th mutant, to the effect that arrangements have been made through I Its Majesty's 
Resident at Bagdad and the local Turkish authorities for the steamers of this Company 
arid of the fMphdieh Adn uni Oration to nm in company under escort between. Gurnah 
am! Mi Ghurhh leaving Gurmih on the upward voyage every Sunday morning, and 
leading All Gharbi on the downward voyage every Thursday morning, until the revolt 
ia quelled. These arrangements will seriously interfere with the full employment of 
our fleet ; in fact, litres steamers instead of two will bo required to maintain the usual 
weekly mail service. Wo hope that His Majesty's Embassy at Constantinople will 
press the Turkish Government to hasten measures for the restoration of order, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BL W. MACLEAN* Secretary* 
























